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Q£N WHSEUSRs 

ADM SHARPt 

QBN W KEXIXRi 

ADM SHARP: 

OSN WHSSJJBRt 

ADM SHARP: 

0£N WHESlXRt 

ADM SHARP: 

QBN VH£SI£Rt 

ADM SHARP: 

Q£N WHBSUiR: 

ADM SHARP: 

OSN WHESI£Rs 

ADM SHARP:

I  see. 1 understand.

You know?

Y e s, I  see.

And we've got some o p p o sitio n  to  bother about. 

R ig h t.

So I 'd  lik e  to  conoentrate on i t  a l i t t l e  b it ,  

Z got the p ic tu re  now.

Good.

OK, O llie .

R ig h t 0 .

I ' l l  c a ll you a l i t t l e  la te r .

R ig h t 0 .

Bye.

Bye.
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■ e t S E C R r r

L I S T  OP U N ITS  ALERTED AND/OR MOVED AS A 
R ESU LT OP 4 AUGUST JCS-SECDEP MEETING

A. FORCES TO DEPLOY AS SOON AS PO SSIBLE

ORDERED PROM

1 CVS Group Japan

Sp e c ia l 
Landing  
Porce  
(M a rin e s)

M arine

Recce Ta sk  
Porce

CVA TG

TO

So China Sea

Subic Bay V ic in i t y  
Da Nang

Okinawa So China Sea

UNIT/COMPOSITION 

TG 7 0 .2
1 CVS (USS KEARSARGE)
4 DD
3 DE

TG 7 6 . 5  
1600  men
24 UH-34 H e lic o p te rs  
1 LPH  (USS VALLEY PORGE)
1 APA 
1 LSD

9 th  M arine E x p e d itio n a ry  Brigade  
6500  men
1 AGC
2 APA
1 AKA
2 LSD  
8 L S T

6 RP-101
(2 0 th  TR S  Shaw APB, SC)

TG 7 7 . 4  
C a rr ie r  S t r ik e  Group 
1 CVA (USS RANGER)
4 DD

B . PORCES ALERTED POR DEPLOYMENT IMMEDIATELY UPON R EC EIPT OP PO LITIC A L

STRICOM

I S t  P i t ,

Kadena

WESTPAC

ORDERED PROM TO u n i t ( s )

2 B -57  Sqdns C la rk SVN 8 th  T a c t ic a l Bombing Sqdn.
13  th  Ta c t ic a l Bombing Sqdn.

1 P - 1 0 5  Sqdn Yokota K o ra t 8 0 th  Ta c t ic a l P lg h te r  Sqdn.

1 P-100 Sqdn C la rk T a k h l l 6 1 5 th  T a c t ic a l P lg h te r  Sqdn.

1 P IS  Sqdn
( 1 2  P - 1 0 2 )

C la rk SVN 509 th  P lg h te r  In te rc e p to r Sqdn

DFrL'^Sfc lFIED

Authority
je t - s f C R t f

By f
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J £ ) P  S E C R C

ORDERED 

8 KC-135

2 F-lOO Sqdn

FROM

SAC

STRICOM

TO

C la rk

C la rk

1 P -105  Sqdn STRICOM

1 Recce Ta sk  Mlsawa/ 
Force Kadena

( 6  R F - lO l)

Yokota

So uthe ast
A sia

U N IT (S )

8 KC-135 Ta n ke rs from  CONUS

514 th  Ta c t ic a l F ig h te r  Sqdn.
(Cannon AFB, N . M . )

622D Ta c t ic a l F ig h te r  Sqdn. 
(England AFB, L a . )

357 th  T a c t ic a l F ig h te r  Sqdn. 
(McConnell AFB, Kans)

1 5 th  T a c t ic a l Reconnaissance Sqdn. 
4 5 th  Ta c t ic a l Reconnaissance Sqdn.

C. FORCES ALERTED FOR PO SSIBLE DEPLOYMENT

ORDERED

173 rd
A irb o rn e
Brig a d e

Forward
F lo a t in g
Depot

Marine  
A i r  Group

1 Army 
Brig a d e

FROM

Okinawa

TO

So uthe a st
A sia

P h il ip p in e s  Th a ila n d

Okinawa Da Nang

Haw aii Th a ila n d

U N IT (S )

1 7 3 rd  Abn Bde (Army) 
3530  men

3 sh ip s  w ith  equipment f o r  
1 A rty  Bn, 2 I n f  Bn, 1 Mech Co.

M arine A i r  Group 12 (Composite) 
2000 men 
24 A4C 
17  R F-8
6 OH-43

Bde 25 th  I n f  D iv  
3600  men

T O - S E G R S

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



3 . Q uestion: Vfhere was USS TICONDEROGA at the tim e USS MADDOX 
e sta b lish e d  new rad a r contact w ith  two u n id e n tifie d  
su rfa c e  v e sse ls  and th re e  u n id e n tifie d  a irc ra f t  
(Event 2)?

Answer: Approxim ately 100 n a u tic a l m ile s ENE o f Da Nang

4 . Q uestion:

Answer:

i_'

3 . Q uestion 

Answer:

O', V?

When d id  USS CONSTELLATION leave Hong Kong?
Who ordered I t  to  move and to  where was I t  
sent? / ^ o b . I l S P t i

At 020919Z COMSEVENTHPLT dlrectpd^CTG 7 7 .6  to  
make a l l  p repa ra tions to  get un^rw ay but to  
take no a c tio n  which w oul^^^use p u b lic  
sp e c u la tio n . At 030125Z^ TG  7 7 .6  subm itted a 
_ yement  repor t  fo r  TQ 7 7 .6  to  depart Hong Kong 
4 6 0 0 ^ . At OINCPACPLT ordered TO 77 .o

to  Jo ln^ TG 7 7 T^ a s soon as po s s ib le .

When were the R u le s o f Engagement Issu e d  to  the 
d e stro y e rs on the DESOTA P a tro l?  What were the 
R u le s o f Engagement?

They were Issu e d  by JOS 7700 DTQ 0 4 l4 3 3 Z  which 
was re leased  by SECDEF a t 0 4 l4 2 0 Z .

The R u le s o f Engagement were:

a. Move the CONSTELLATION In to  the 
area o f South Vietnam, exact lo c a tio n  a t yo u r 

d isc re t io n .

b. C lo se st approach to  the N orth  Vietnam 
c o a stlin e  fo r  the DESOTA P a tro l w i l l  be 11 
n a u tic a l m ile s .

c. In  the event o f h o s t ile  a ttack a g a in st 
o u r fo rc e s, a irc ra f t  o n ly  are a utho rize d  to  
pursue 8ind a ttack the h o s t ile  fo rc e s up to  the
3 n a u tic a l m ile  l im it  o f the N o rth  Vietnamese 
c o a s t lin e .. . . "

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

' -



Rositme o f Pe rso nne l P re se n t Duz L̂ng Se c re ta ry o f Defense P o rtio n s 
o f SM O la l JCS/SBC roaf/SBC STA IB  Meeting on Tuesday, 4 A iig ust 1964 
a t 1125 in  Se c re ta ry o f Defense Conference Room

n i

1* M r. tksMsmara (Sec D ef) 1120

2 . M r, Vance (Dep Sec Def)  1120

3 . OBN LeKay, USAf (CSAF) 1120

4 . AIM McDonald^ USN (CHO) 1120

5 . CKN Qreene, USNC (CMC) 1120

6 . (BSN Johnson, USA (CSA) 1120

7 . LOBDI aoodx>a8ter, USA (OCJCS) 1120

8 . LOSN B u ro h in a l, USAF (D /JS) 1120

9 . COL B o tto m ly , USA7 (A ss t  Seoy
JCS) 1120

10 . RAm  H u s t in , USN ( J 3 ) 1120

11 . BODSN Reaves, USA ( j> 3 ) 1120

12 . N r. Rusk (Se c re ta ry  o f S ta te ) 1138

13 . M r. Green (Dep A ss t  Sec S ta te , 
F a r B a st A f fa ir s )

1138

14 . M r. MoOeorge Bundy (Spec A ss t 
to  P re s id e n t, NSA) 1140

OOT 3Qi 

1204

1204 1220

OUT OUT

1225

fre q u e n tly

1204

1204

13H9

13U9

1 » 9

13^

13'*9

13*9

13*9

1 3*9
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LEVINSON

S u b je c t:  Bay o f  To n k in  A tta c k , 4 -5  A iig u st 1964

1 . Q u e stio n :

Answ er:

2 . Q ue stio n :

Answ er;

Why were a le r t  p re p a ra tio n s  f o r  P IERC E  
ARROW s t r i k e  so la te  in  be ing  taken on 
board TICONDEROGA?

Ta sk  Group 7 7 .5  was a lre a d y  on a le r t  s ta tu s  
as r e s u l t  o f  P T  boat a tta c k s  on DESOTA 
d e s tro y e rs .

D e ta ile d  p la n n in g  f o r  th e  s p e c if ic  ta rg e ts  
could n o t be in i t ia t e d  u n t i l  th e  GINCPACFLT 
p re p a ra to ry  o rd e r was re c e ive d .

I t  i s  noted th a t  th e  tim e  o f  re c e ip t  
f042055Z) o f  GINCPACFLT message 0 4 2 0 l4 z  
(P re p a rto ry  o rd e r)  fo llo w e d  by o n ly  s i x  
m in u te s  th e  JCS s t r i k e  execute message to  
GINGPAG which was t ra n s m it te d  by d ire c t  
te le ty p e  fro m  NMCC to  CINCPAC Command C ente r 
a t 042049Z.

Why was CONSTELLATION to ld  n o t to  execute  
th e  s t r i k e  u n t i l  d ire c te d  to  do so?

Te lephone c o n v e rsa tio n s  between A d m ira l 
Sha rp  and G enera l B u rc h in a l a t 042040Z, 
042123Z, 042139Z in d ic a te  th e  s t r i k e  would  
n o t be launched u n t i l  th e  second a tta c k  on 
MADDOX was c o n firm e d .

A te lep ho ne  c o n v e rsa tio n  between A d m ira l 
Sha rp  and G enera l B u rc h in a l a t 042207Z 
in d ic a te s  SECDEP i s  s a t i s f ie d  th a t  MADDOX 
a tta c k  i s  v a l id  and th e  s t r i k e  has been 
o rd e re d . In  t h i s  same c o n v e rsa tio n  A d m ira l 
Sha rp  s a id ,  "OK, I 'm  go ing  to  t e l l  GINCPACFLT 
to  g o . "

7 0

o'? 

I f  0*7
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3. Q u e stio n ; When was f i r s t  word o f  th e  second a tta c k  
on MADDOX re c e ive d  in  Pentagon? When and 
by what means were S e c re ta ry  McNamara and 
G enera l W heeler n o t i f ie d  o f  t h i s  a tta c k?

Answ er: O f f ic ia l  lo g s  o f  D IA  In d ic a t io n s  C ente r 
re v e a l th e  fo l lo w in g :

F i r s t  word o f  2nd MADDOX in c id e n t  re c e ive d  
by D IA  In d ic a t io n s  C ente r a t 0 8 l4  ED T ( I2 l4 z )  
i n  fo rm  o f  te le p ho ne  c a l l  fro m  NSA. W h ile  
NSA s t i l l  on phone, a copy o f  NSA f i e l d  u n i t  
message a r r iv e d  in  DIA In d ic a t io n s  C ente r 
v ia  SSO cable c ha n n e ls.

Xerox c o p ie s were g iv e n  im m e d ia te ly  to  
C o l. C h a rle s  P . G i l l i s ,  C h ie f o f  C u rre n t  
In te l l ig e n c e  and In d ic a t io n s  C e n te r, D IA , 
who d isp a tc he d  an o f f ic e r  c o u r ie r  im m e d ia te ly  
to  d isse m in a te  same to  fo l lo w in g  in  o rd e r  
l i s t e d :

M/General T a y lo r ,  DIA  
Chairm an, JCS 
D ir e c to r ,  J o in t  S t a f f  
S e c re ta ry  o f  Defense  
Deputy S e c re ta ry  o f  Defense  
G enera l C a r r o l l ,  DIA  
IS A

The D IA  c o u r ie r  a d v ise s  th a t  th e  e n t i r e  ru n  
o f  th e  above o f f ic e s  re q u ire s  a p p ro x im a te ly  
15 m in u te s . A llo w in g  f o r  Xerox re p ro d u c tio n  
t im e , i t  i s  e stim a te d  th a t  c o p ie s o f  th e  
a le r t in g  message were d e liv e re d  to  the  
Chairman and S e c re ta ry  sometime between 
0830  and 0900  ED T 4 Aug 6 4 .

mPH G. spencEr
U Commancler, USN 
Mil'ifarySecretary
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25 August 1964

MEMORANDDM FOR MR. lEVBISO II

Su b je o t: Buy o f To nk in  Attacks August 1964

1 . Q uestion!

Answert

2 . Q uestion!

iiOiy were a le r t  p re p a ra tio ns fo r  PIERCE 
ARROW s t r ik e  so la te  In  being taken on 
board TICOHDEROOA?

Task Group 7 7 .5  was a lready on a le r t  s ta tu s  
as re s tU .t o f P T boat a tta c ks on DESOTA 
d e strc ^ e rs.

D e ta ile d  p lanning fo r  the  sp e c ific  ta rg e ts  
could no t be in it ia te d  t u i t i l  the  CIMCPACFLT 
p re p a ra to ry  o rd e r was received.

I t  i s  noted th a t the  tla e  o f re c e ip t 
042055Z) o f CIMCPACFLT M ssage 0420 l4Z  
P re p a rto ry  o rd e r) fo llow ed  by o n ly  s ix  

m inutes the  JC8 s t r ik e  execute message to  
CIMCPAC which was tra n sm itte d  by d ire c t 
te le ty p e  from  MMCC to  CIMCPAC Coonutnd Center 
a t 042049Z.

why was CONSTELLATION to ld  no t to  execute 
the  s t r ik e  u n t i l  d ire c te d  to  do so?

Telephone c o nve rsa tio ns between A d ^ x ^
Sharp and Oeneral B u rc h in a l a t 042040Z, 
042123Z, 042139Z in d ic a te  the s t r ik e  would 
n o t be launched u n t i l  the  second a tta ck on 
MADDOX was c o n fim e d .

A te le p to ne  conversa tion between Adm iral 
Sharp and Oeneral Buzrchinal a t 042207Z 
in d ic a te s SECDEF i s  s a t is f ie d  th a t MADDOX 
a tta c k i s  v a lid  and the  s t r ik e  has been 
ordered. In  th is  same conversa tion Adm iral 
Sharp sa id , I'm  going to  t e l l  CIMCPACFLT
to  g o ."
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S>'
f^’COMfNG

MESSAGE

). A

TH E  JOINT C HIEFS OF S TA F F
r / X t C t O C N C t  ( A . C T 1 0 N )

im m e d ia t e

SEi
rK»c»oicMCK <mroi

im m e d ia t e

\o l e i u i i z l ^

PM c in c p a c f l t

TO RUHLHQ/CINCPaC

INFO RUEKDA/JCS 
RUMGZK/CTF 77 ' 
RUMFZL/COMSEVENTHFLT 
RUECW/CNO

■9 E G R - £- T -•

PIERCE arrow (U)

A. JCS U 2 1 0 7 Z
B. CINCPaC U 2 3 1 9 Z  NOTAL 
Co CINCPAC 1509132Z NOTAL

Authority _____
. NAR9, n

1. REF A? AND C REQUESTED Al5i>lTI0NAL INFORMATION 
CONCERNING EXECUTION OF OPERATION PIERCE ARROWo

2o THE FOLLOWING GROUPS OF AIRCRAFT WERE USED’ 
a g a in st ta rg e ts  as INDICATED, READ IN  h  COLUMNS;

TARGET

VINH/BON THUY/ 
PHUC LO l

UUANG KHE 
HON ME 
HON GaY

GROUP a i r c r a f t LAUNCH TIME

X 4A1 050iiA3Z
i: t k ‘i
i t  T6 050^16Z

k Fa 0^#a0idz .
5 a ‘  05»a00Z,
6 6 Fa 050434Z . ■. ■
7 i  Â 0^0800Z _ ‘' i■
6  ̂ Ai 030^00Z
9 10 Â 0^0650Z >

VVi ' tv'

INFO....NMCC-i* F J L E - l  (5) SO . 1 ^

'r e f s  b i g  NOT HELD  W ILL FURNISH ON REQUEST . I F  OBTAIN/^BLE,

' V'

D U T Y  O T F IC K R r * P A O «  O F i  P A O E S

»  •> • A

 '  V ." " ,  ■
r  * .

':^ ‘  ■
1 1 * ^ * 0 7 2 '  A l l  6
' , s r

„  rouM HO__ J C S  I  D EO  M  58

XEROX FROM QWJK COW'

REPfWOUCTION PRO HIBITED
 I  Jr. J  ■ "  ̂ V *
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■ 3 
j  
h

INCOMING
MESSAGE TH E  JOINT C H IEFS O f S TA F F SEC EE

PMKCLDKNCK (* .CTION) T m k c k p c n c k  ( i N r o )

•

■'i

■. .3

\ m 4
' --Ji

LOG CHAO Id
11

5 hH 
k  Al

0506302
0503002

i ,  a d d i t io n a l  in f o  fo l lo w s  in  CiUESTioN and answer
FORMI , .

A. QUISTION what WaS LOCATION OF EACH GROUP 
AlRdORNE at 05033^*2/

ANSWER, -  GROUP ONE WAS ONLY STR IKE  GROUP AIR- : 
aORNE. at 050335Z I T  TOOK DEPARTURE FROM TICONDEROGA AT 
POSIT 16-04N , i i0 - a 0 E .    

B. QUESTION  what COURSE DID EACH GROUP FOLLOW 
FROM LAUNCH TO TARGET?

.v->f-a-S1 -=5  s r*

i  i-'

:fi
• * t   r 5

*  «• J 
* 2 *1

answer - GROUPS 1-7 LAUNCHED FROM TICO IN 
VIC lN lTy  POiNT YANKEE AND PROCEEDED DIRECT COURSE 
TO ASSIGNED TARGETS.

: : GROUP 1 a l t  8-1300 F T ,  SPD 190 KTSJ 
GROUP 2-7 a l t  20-30M SPD 325-^i0O KTS 
GROUP 8/11 ROUTE! LAUNCH 17-07N, 110-59E 

DIRECT 18-00N, 108-00E DIRECT TARGETS, ALT 1-5000 F T ,  - 
TAS 160 K.

■ GROUPS 9/10 ROUTE! LAUNCH 16-^*2N, U0- i*2E  
DIRECT 18-00N, 108-00E DIRECT TARGETS, ALT 2<*-30000 F T ,  
Ta S 1*20 K.;

C. QUESTION -  WHERE WERE CVA* S AT 10* 3(> (05023'6Z) - ' 
AND what COURSES DID THEY FOLLOW FROM THAT TIME - - 
THROUGH THE T IME OF; LAST STRIKE?   ̂ '

■■■^ANSWERS - ■ \v-"  ^

( i )  TICO STEAMDED var ious COURSES VICINITY PT 
Yankee ci6N, 1 1 0 E) during pierce arrow ops»  ̂ ,

TIME  
023bZ 
0400Z 
0600Z 
0800Z 
1000Z

t )

ou nr oFriccii

rcmM MOJC 5i DKO u58

L a t i t u d e
X<s-0i* 
1 6 - lt i  
16-13  
16 13

longitude  
110 16 
110-21  
110 25 
110-26

•*..
 r . • S  i.

rAo» or.- PAOKs
i f  ‘ 1 : ; - ■  •

MMBAaa
ciT« MO, I P t K T i r i C A H a H .

■161^072’ AUG 64 :

REPRODUCTION
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INCOMING
MESSAGE

i . r  I 

■]

TH E  JOINT C HIEFS OF S TA F F S € 6 R € f
CHECtOENCi, (ACTtOH) PRKCKOKNCK (INPO)

 ...

•4
■ : _________________

(2)  FOR c o n s t e l l a t i o n :
t i m e  L a t i t u d e  l o n g i t u d e

^2k5Z 17-31 
(TG 77.5 F IR S T  
»J50H2 17-07 
(TG 77.6 F IR S T  
0630Z 16-H2 
CTG 77.6 LAST

111-32
LAUNCH)

110-59
LAUNCH)

110-42
LAUNCH)

D. QUESTION DID ANY OF THE A/C PARTICIPATING 
IN STR IKES  FLY MORE THAN ONE SORTIE , AND I F  SO, HOW ’ 
many? ;

Wo’. V.Q.
a n s w e r , y e s . ‘ F IR S T  S TR IK E ;  j ;C O  F8, 2 

1_ Ka  ̂ RECOVERED FROM DESOTO RECCE MISSION 0500002 
and t u r n e d  around TO p a r t i c i p a t e  F IR S T  S TR IK E .
SECOND STR IKE* ^.TICO F8, A^i 5 KA4 RECOVERED FROM
f i r s t ' s t r i k e  anp t u r n e d  aro'Ond for r e s t r i k e , a l l  up ■ .
STRIKE'A/C ON TICO WERE LAUNCHED ON F IR S T  S TR IK E .
TURN AROUND TIME FROM RECOVERY OF F IR S T  STR IKE  TO 
LAUNCH OF RESTR IKE  ACCOMPLISHED IN 59 MINUTES. > •

r

c.

E. QUESTION WHY WEREN’ T ALL THE STR IKES  SIMUL
TANEOUS? . '  

answer  FOR THE F IR S T  PIERCE ARROW S TR IK E , '
I T  WAS i n i t i a l l y  PLANNED TO CONDICT A COORDINATED 
TICO/CONSTELLATION s t r i k e  w i t h  SIMULTANEOUS TOT’ S. •
THE FOLLOWING INTERRELATED FACTORS WEIGHED AGAINST 
T H IS  ACTION AND IN FAVOR OF LAUNCHING TICO A/C ASAPi

Cl) T IME ELEMENTI THERE WAS AN URGENCY  ̂ '
TO LAUNCH MAX EFFORT F IR S T  S TR IK E  AT 0423002 OR AS
SOON t h e r a f t e r  as p o s s i b l e .

(2 ) '  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  launch T IMEl CONSTELLATION (CVA 64) 
had d e p a r t e d  HONG HONG FOR NORMAL R E L I E F  OF TICO ON 6 AUG ;'  
and HAS CONDUCTING FLIGHT OPS IN SUPPORT OF THE DESOTO , 
p a t r o l , t h e  e a r l i e s t  e t a  on STATION WAS REPORTED , H .
AS 0505002.

■: ■■ :
T i n i A L  IMPORTANCS OF TICO 

:C0 F I R S T  S TR IK E  TARGET, VINH OIL

i.

«C '

1'

«»U TV  O rP IC K d PA O K  O f  P A O K *
X : •V-' ';' V 

,• •, i .  'j ■' *  i- . '  ,

: i T K  N O ..

■ ■ 1 6 U 0 7 Z  A\JG

fiC S  I osp M 58
. . t  : . •

r e p r o d u c t i o n  p r o h i b i t e d  • V ^ C C rP C T  '• 'p
V ^  ■ • J  -I, V ■r\  lL. ■■  / •  ' t  ■ V .
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}  J
I N C O M I N G

c h i e f s  o f  s t a f f  s e c r e t
( A C T I O N )  n ^ ^ C ^ p ^ N C .  ( i N r o ,

ASSIGNED NUMdER ON PRIORITY AND I T  WAS DIRECTED THAT • • t
SUFFIC IEN T KOkCE SHOULD BE APPLIED TO INSURE DESTRUCTION.
I T  Was CONSIDERED QUOTE IMPERATIVE kPT IMPERATIVE
THAT THE VINH POL STORAGE BE DESTROYED TODAY. I F  ' .
TICO i n i t i a l  s t r i k e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  reload ASAP AND STANDBY 
UNCiiUOTE. [

( ^ )  d e te r io ra t in g  weather: weather IN THE 
VIKH area Was d e te r io ra t in g  and PREDICTED IN THE' I'
AFTERNOON TO GO FROM BROKEN TO OVERCAST, 15^0 FOOT '
CEILING WITH THUNDERSHOWER A C TIV ITY . ■ /  , ■ \ . f

F .  QUESTION  THE LOG CHAU RAID APPEARS TO BE ' "  ' > ■ ■ ’  ̂
RELATVELY LESS SUCCESSFUL, I . E . ,  ONE aCFT LOST ' ' • t

■ : J   ONE Damaged, only two p a tro l c ra f t  out of s i x  h i t .
:.. ^  m i  ■ ■ ' .. ' t
■■■• ■ : . ■ • ‘ ■ f.

answer  f i n a l  p ie r c e  arrow s t r i k e  RESULTS
r e p o r te d  by CTG 77.6 INCLUDED ONLY F IV E  CRAFT ■  ■ ‘
SIGHTED. DaMAGE.REPORTED TAS i  PGM SEVERELY >
damaged, a l l  BURNING, OR DOWN BY STERNJ 2 P-i* MODERATE V
damage BOTH DIW. ABOVE ACCOMPLISHED WITH 9 SO RTIES , ;
5 A ^C and h A lH, a l l  SUBJECTED TO AA F IR E  PRIOR
TO ROLL IN ON TGTS. FINAL TALLYI 5 SIGHTED/5 H IT /  . '
i  SEVERE Damage/'  ̂ moderate damage, damage a s s e s s  ■ . ^
I^INT b a se d  UPON EXCELLENT PHOT COVERAGE'AND PILOT . , ; . ■ ^ ‘ ' & 
DEBRIEFS, ‘ '  ̂ I

G. QUESTION -  WERE TWO CARRIER TASK FORCES ' : .v , ^ ^ \ ‘ ■ ' 1- 
CAPABLE OF MOUNTING THE ATTACK ON ALL OBJECTIVES , a' ; ; ; y s  , > 
WEN THE DECISION WAS MaDE, AND I F  NOT, WHY NOT?; ; ' 

answer  THE CINCPaCFLT PREPARE TO S TR IK E  
MSG, d e s ig n a t in g  SPECIFIC TGTS WAS RECEIVED BY TlCO 
at THE JCS MSG CONTAINING ADDITIONAL
guidance WAS RECEIVED AT T H IS  DID NOT PERMIT
SUFFIC IENT lea d  T IME TO QUOTE BY «7»Sii LOCAL 3 AUGUST 

’ CONDUCT A ONE T IM E MAXIMUM EFFORT ATTACK UNQUOTE. 
DIRECTLY RELATED TO T H IS  QUESTION I S  THE FACT , 
t h a t  THE TICO HaD BEEN CONDUCTING CONTINUOUS, 
INTENSIVE a ir  OPERATIONS FOR 29 HRS PRIOR TO AND 

L OVERLAPPING THE LAUNCHING OF THE F IR S T  PIERCE.ARROW 
b lR lK E .  T H IS  INCLUDED; YANKEE TEAM MISSIONS •

DESOTO TARCAP AND AlR GROUP 
STR IK E  TRAINING ,  DLSOTO PT

- y-

D U T Y  O T f lC K K

'1 • . k
»»A a » O F P A O C S

16U 072  A U G  6 ^ ; A
H O _

J C S l O C e M 5B  R E P R O D U C T I O N  P R O H I B I T E D
. '  ' '  1 1 * r  r 7  - : - « C B E T  - 

% '
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INCOMINQ
MESSAGE TH E  JOINT C HIEFS OF S TA F F

■ ! 
. i

■. 'o
V

'/■ i

'V .•' * 4 

r :*‘*i

7-

V ^ -3

r- :

.  ̂ »

i i
'n T: i

a t t a c k s , TARCAP and r ec c e m i s s i o n s  (a < l l2 l52 05a j00Z) .
IN a d d i t i o n , a l l  up s t a t u s  A'i , Al A/C AT CUBI PT WERE 
DlkiCTED TO LAUNCH TO TICO ASAP AND JE TS  REPORTED 
OVERHEaD'AT (TICO DECKLOADING at TH IS
TIME frame in  f i n a l  TRANSITION STATUS BETWEEN YANKEE 
te am and s t r i k e  POSTURE.)

REF a a s k e d  THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS PERTAINING *
TO E ach of t h e  f i v e  t a r g e t s ?

A. Hi d  f i r s t  p a s s  of' a i r c r a f t  enco unter aa f i r e ?

a. DO YOU CONSIDER THAT IN I T I A L  RPT IN I T IA L  
s u r p r i s e  WAS a c h ie v e d  INCLUDING RATIONALE FOR YOUR 
a n s w e r ? , ■ _

c. r e q u e s t  source of in f o  u t i l i z e d  i n  damage 
a s s e s s m e n t  e v a l u a t i o n , e . g. ,  p h o t o , .p i l o t  DEBRIEF i .
"OTHER MEANS” 2 ETC. ^ ;

answers to t h e s e  QUESTIONS FOLLOWt ; .

( I )  V;NH/80N THUY,

( A )  NO AAA ENCOUNTERED ON F^RST PASS;' \

Ca> IN I T I A L  SURPRISE I S  CONSIDERED TO HAVE  ̂
dEEN achieved. 12 JE TS  MADE NEAR SIMULTANEOUS COORDINATED 
ATTACKS ON THE VINH POL AND AA COMPLEXES AND WERE FOL
LOWED IN ONE TO TWO MINUTES BY ATTACKS BY k A i 'So  
NONE OF THE JE TS  ENCOUNTERED AAA F IR E  ON THE F IR S T  
PASS. A i ' S  ON THE F IR S T  RUN AND JE TS  MAKING SUBSEQUENT  
RUNS EXPERIENKED RAPIDLY INCREASING AAA OPPOSlTIONo 
NO AIRCRAFT H I T .

t o  damage a s s e s s m e n t  OBTAINED FROM LOW AERIAL  
. PHOTOGRAPHY AND PILOT DEBRIEFS.  MOST INFORMATION/ 

o b t a i n e d  FROM PILOT DEdRlEFS.

(^) quang KHE :

d u r i n g  F IR S T  
flY PT/PGM

D U T Y  O P F IC K I I P A G E  o r  P A O B 9 M K S ftA a K ID C M T IP IC A T IO N  ' ,
•, r  i'i *' S I T K  NO.

.,'v; *' ■.

**0__J C S  I  P t e  m 5 8

■ r
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INCOMING
MESSAGE_______________ TH E  JOINT C HIEFS OF S TA F F

r R « C * o m c t  ( A C T I O N )  P H t C S O t M C B  ( i H r O )  

■A

(3 )  L I T T L E  OR NO IN I T IA L  SURPRISE OF BOATS APPARENT
AT OUANG KHE. liOAlS WERE GEJTING UNDERWAY
FROM P IE R , a t t i m e  FifeST RUN WAS COMMENCEP, BOATS ■
F IRED  UPON a tta c k in g  AIRCRAFT ON F IR S T  AND SUBSEQUENT
RUNS. NO AIKCRaFT H IT .

< ff  • ^

(C) Damage a s s e s s m e n t  o b t a in e d  from low a l t  
a e r ia l  PHOTGRaPHY and PILOT DEBR IEFS . MOST INFORMATION ■' 
o b t a in e d  FROM PILOT DEBRIEFS.

< i)  HON ME'. NOT ASSIGNED AS SPECIFIC TARGET BUT WaS INCLUDED IN
armed RECCE MISSIONS. NO ACTION IN IMMEDIATE V IC IN ITY  OF ISLAND DUE WX«

' ■ •
. (4 )  HON gay. . ; ^  1

V
 (A) TGT WAS’ GROUP PGM/PT BOATS INNER HON GaY H h R  ' , ; v3

BOR. F IR S T  attack ELEMENT WAS FLIGHT OF la Â C ACFT, . .  .\
F IR S T  ACFT ON T f iT  F IR S T  PASS FOL BY QTHER ACFT AT ABT 
TWO SEC INTERVALS. THIRD K U C  IN  F L T  ENCOUNTERED AA 
F IR E  FROM PGM/PT BOATS ON F IR S T  PASS, ABT 4 6 
SEC A FT£» FLT  LEADER WAS ON TGT. NO SHORE BATTERY 
AA F IR E  NOTED F IR S T  PASS.

CB) COMPLETE IN I T IA L  RPT c o m p l e te . I N I T I A L  
SURPRISE NOT RPT NOT ACHIEVED. RATIONALE! NO UNIT I S  .
c a p a b le  of AA RESPONSE TO AIR ATTACK IN 4 6 SECONDS ; , . : . , M
IN any BUT a l e r t  POSTURE. FACT THAT BOATS DID 
NOT F IR E  a t f i r s t  TWO ATTACK ACFT INDICATES .■ •
NO RADAR t r a c k in g , lack OF AA F IR E  FROM SHORE BA TTER IES  •
ON F IR S T  PASS, AND FACT THAT..P.G11/PT.BOATS, NOT UNDf:§
way m a i î n d k ^Xe a l e r t , BEm^^^ 
a^OHTV  ̂ .

'“'t4

(C) Damage a s s e s s m e n t  b a s e d  m a in ly  upon p i l o t
DEBRIEFS IMMED FOL RETURN FROM S T R IK E ,  SUPPLEMENTED • ' i
m  POST RECCE PHOT OBTAINED IMMED FOL A4 ATTACK. ' :
S TR IK E  SEQUENCE BEGAN AT WITH i7  INDIVIDUAL . 
dUT CLOSELY COORDINATED ATTACKS BY 10 A^C, FOL : ; ,h   ̂ ’ M
BY TUG RFtJA PHOTO RECCE PASSES, FOL BY 13 INDIVIDUAL : r  • *
BUT CLOSELY COORDINATED ATTACKS BY FOUR AlH ACFT, v 'ĉ V  ' :  ! n
en d in g  LOW f u e l  s t a t e  RFSA PRECLUDED l C ; ^  '
PHOTO PASS AFTER AiH aCFT. OFF. TGT. "  ,  ^ \

DUTY OTFICKR FAO« OW PAOKS IDeNTIPICATiOM

■ ■ N ' ■ ‘ 6 ■■ \: y-;
5|T» HO,,

4 ‘ t. ■
OT« ■ ' ^
16U(d72 AUG 64* w

J C S i o k c «»58 ______________________________  . _________________
----  ____ I
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INCOMINQ
MESSAGE •THE JOINT C HIEFS OF S TA F F

r H f c t u c N C *  ( iN P O )

(5 )  LOG CHAU

;   1. '-j•>
i -1

.5

I

i . .V
; y i

r- ■ Tal

VI i

<A) TGT KA .̂ f i v e  PGM/PT b o a t s  1-2 NM OFF COAST- 
U N E ,  a tta c k £LLMENT WaS F IVE Â C ‘ aCFT aNB FOUR AlH 
ACFt. about TWO MINUTES'BEFORE RPT BEFORE F IR S T
Taken under aa f i r e  from boats, t o t a l  o f  56 
PASSES MaUE ay 9 a c f t ,  w ith one aih l o s t  during  
attack, t o t a l  o f  s i x  RFtfA PHOTO RECCE PASSES 
made during and a f t e r  a t tacks.

(ti) I N I T I A L ' s u r p r i s e  NOT RPT NOT ACHIEVED.
RATiONALEl kl/hk  AiRCRAFT TAKEN UNDER F IR E  TWO MINUTES 
ritFORE ATTACK.

(C) Damage a s s e s s m e n t  b a s e d  m a in l y  upon
EXCELLENT POST S TR IKE  PHOTOS AND SUPPLEMENTED BY PILOT  
DEBRIEFS. _ ‘

5. IN SUrttlARYl* ,

A. SHIPS WERE NOT DRAWN TO THE SOUTH BUT
KEPT at ABOUT 16N IN ORDER NOT TO PROLONG AIRCRAFT 
IN a i r .

B. SIMULTANEOUS STR IKES  WERE NOT EMPLOYED AS 
TIME URGENCY AND TARGET PRIORITY EXPRESSED
dY HIGHER AUTHORITY TOOL PRECEDENCE* CVA t»̂  APPROACHING FROM SE 
OF HAINAN REPORTED ETA LAUNCH POSITION
WEATHER WAS DETERIORATING AND EXPERIENCE IN THE AREA MADE •
I T  REASONABLE TO CONCLUDE THAT I T  WOULD CONTINUE 
TO DO SO, PARTICULARLY IN THE AFTERNOON. A RESTR IKE  
WAS INDICATED BY HIGHER AUTHORITY (JCS 0i*2119Z)
AND pr o b a b l y  WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE I F  F IR S T  
LAUNCH WAS HELD UNTIL  t<}51kiiitfH (td̂ )id54J02) DUE WEATHER
and Da r k n e s s , c o n v e r s a t io n s  on mux w i t h  c i n c p a c f l t  

,  gave d e f i n i t e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  Was
URGENCY t h a t  F I R S T  LAUNCH WENT OFF ASAP AND THAT
r e c e i p t  OF INFO REGARDING TIME OF F IR S T  LAUNCH
WAS URGENTLY REQUIRED. ; ‘

C. ONLY TICO LAUNCHED R ESTR IK E ,  k F8 ,  2 AM, 5 Ka4 
PwECOVERED FROM F IR S T  S TR IKE  LAUNCHED ON RESTR IKE   
BRINGING t o t a l  RESTR IK E  TO  ̂ 5 Ka<i, i  Al, '  ^ ' t .3 • *. i

..

O U T V  o r P IC B H P A a c  o r  P A s c *

7  ■ 6
 I T »  NO,

a u g  6 4  V

ij)  J C S i o k c m SB
t   
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INCOMlfXj
MESSAGE

P M t C C r > t . N C K  ( A C T I O N )

TH E  JOINT C HIEFS OF S TA F F SECRET

.7 ; 1

i

and 1 RF8 OR A TOTAL OF TWENTY ONE. REASON'FOR'
R IS T R IK E  TO EXERT EVERY EFFORT TO IN FL IC T MAXIMUM
IttMAGE ON y/INH POL AS DIRECTED BY CINCPaCFLT ii)50^03Z 
and amdikz*
CP THREE 
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ADDITIO NS

ADD FRONT

04 AUGUST 1964

1319Z (0919  Lo c a l) Gen. W hee le r to  Adm. Grimm

*/2. 1323Z (0923  Lo c a l) Gen. W hee le r to  Gen. McCutcheon

1/ 3 . 1332Z (0932  Lo c a l) PAG D .O . to  Adm. Grimm

ADD END

05  AUGUST 1964

1. O438Z (0038  Lo c a l) Gen. W he e le r to  Adm. Sha rp

v/2 . 0443Z (0043  Lo c a l) Gen. W hee le r to  Adm. Sha rp

1/ 3 . 051 I Z (0111  Lo c a l) PAG D .O . to  C o l. S m ith
(SECDEP O ff ic e )

O616Z (0216  Lo c a l) Adm. Sha rp  to  C o l. Moody

5 . 0743Z (0343  Lo c a l) Adm. Sha rp  to  Gen. Wisman

6 . 0758Z (0358  Lo c a l) Gen. McCutcheon to  Gen. Wisman

0841Z ( 0 4 4 l Lo c a l) Gen. Wisman to  Gen. B u rc h in a l

lOOBz (0608  Lo c a l) Gen. Wisman to  Adm. M u s t in

9 . 123OZ (0830  Lo c a l) M r. McNamara to  Gen. M il to n

' 1 0 . 1303Z (0903  Lo c a l) PAC D .O . to  PAG Desk
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UP! A14^: H 
EDITO
J0fctrWATER SUPPORT, BALBOA CA13aJ), SilOULD BE SLUGGED 1ST NIGHT LEAD 
)WATER (A77N), AMD SIGNED BY JOIIN GOLDSI^ITH, UNITED PRESS 

INTERNATIONAL. ’
UP I  LOS AT.’GELES

GS81SPPD

U P I A145N HC 
URGENT
2 t W  ADD 1ST NIGKT LEAD GOLDWATER. BALI30A (A13SN) XXX U I T l i  JOHNSON. 
PRESS AIDE TOMY SMITH, WHO WAS CftUISlI^G 0J7 CATALINA ISLAI^D MOST OF 

THE AFTERIJOON WITH GOLDWATER, T4ADE A STATErlE^}T TO NEWSMEN AFTER RETURM  
ITJG TO T}{E PRESS HEADaUARTERS.

•THE PRESIDFJ^T OF THE UNITED STATES MADE THREE CALLS TO THE SENATOR 
TH IS  AFTERNOON,• SMITH SA ID . WORD WAS RELAYED TO THE GOLDWATEER PARTY 
BUT BECAUSE OF KO R C3CMMUNICATIONS (GOLDWATER) WAITED U N TIL HE COULD 
GET TO A LAND TELEPHONE.

SMITH SAID GOLDWATER CALLED THE PRESIDENT AT 7f07 P.M. PDT *AT WHICH 
12 THE PRESIDENT READ TO HIM A STATEMENT WHICH HE IS  ISSUING LATER 

TH IS  EVIMING Ofl SOUTH V IE T  NAM."
GOLDWATER THEN AUTHORIZI D H IS OWN STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE 

PRE.CIDENT’ S SMITH SA ID .
GOLDWATER EA RLIER  IC T WITH CALIFORNIA sn^ATOR CA :̂DIDATE GEORGE MURPHY 

BEFORE BEGINNING H IS CRUISE OFF CATALINA ISLAND ON THE FINAL DAY OF H IS 
?R£ CA!TAIG1I HOLIDAY.

(PICKUP 2ND PGH A77N| PRESS AIDES) / ----
QSS22PPD

T II 'c

U P I  A l 5 & i  WA
BAl BOA. CAl'lF^iJ^AUG. 4 ( UP I ) PPXSIDENT JO'rWSON TONIGHT READ HIS 

SVATFliENT ON THE f e l S E  SITUATION V IE T  NAIi TO SEN. BARRY 
THE REPUBLICAT^ PRESIDENTIAL CAT.’DIDATE. GOLDWATER EXPRESSED APPROVAL 
OF T IT ,  PRESIDENT'S  STATEI’IENT.

MORE M ^fl056PEy

STATEMENT.
:m en t,

^ACTIONSIOUT

U P I A135N UA
u rg fn t

1ST ADD STATEt1ENT/fALRaau».c2225^  ̂A13aj) XXX PRÎ S ID H 'IT* S 
AFTER TALKLNG W nS^O SiS^N  ANL' ARING THE PR ESID EN T'S  S.

GOLDWATER ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT! ___ _ ^
A  * I  AM SURi: T3!AT EVERY AMERICAT̂  W ILL SUBSCRIBE TO THEj

cm: do 'JJDEF. t h e  CIRCUfcTflNCES.
\ "WE CANNOT ALLOW TIC  AMERICAN FLAG TO BE ShX)T AT ANYWHERE ON EARTL

THHEE^TELEPHONZ CALLS

^  S H IP
TC SHOPX TELEPJfDNE, GOLDWATER KTURNED TO LWD Ar̂ D CONTACTED THE

^^G0LDW ATE?^SaNNEP^T0 LEAVE CAi.IFORNIA FOR WASHU'IGTON AT S 
BY PRIVATE CHARTER AIRCRAFT. A GOLDWATER AIDE SAID,
CANDIDATE*S *PTURN V t S  UT.’Ri'LATED TO H IS CONVERsATIOr! WITH JOlHSON. 

M J 1 0 5 9 I& ) .
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mm FOR RELEASE

FOR ATJTOI-IATIC RELEASE  
AUGUST 19, 1964 
12 :25  P .M .-  CDS

REM/iRKS BY SENATOR BARRY GOLDV/ATER TO THE  
IL L IN O IS  S TA TE . PA IR , SPRIN G FIELD , IL L IN O IS ,  
AUGUST 1 9 , 1964

Back in  1854, the I l l i n o i s  S ta te  F a i r  played an in p o rta n t p a rt  

in  one o f  the t r u ly  g rea t p o l i t ic a l  rea lignm ents in  our n a t io n 's  h is to r y .

The speaker a t the P a i r ,  th a t y e a r, was an up-and-coning p o l i t ic ia n  named 

Abraham L in c o ln , T h is  i s  where he made h is  f i r s t  r e a l ly  im portant speech 

along the  l in e s  th a t la te r  b ro u ^ t  the Republican P a rty  in to  being as a 

P a rty  o f  freedom.

The re  i s  j u s t  as im p orta n t and potent a p o l i t ic a l  fo rc e  growing  

in  the land today. And th e re  i s  no b e tte r  o r more f i t t i n g  place to  ta lk  

about i t  than a t t h i s  place and t h i s  tim e .

T h is  growing fo rc e  d o e sn 't c a l l  fo r  a new p a rty . I t  c a l ls  fo r  

renewal o f f a i t h  in  and an understand ing  o f those p o l i t ic a l  p r in c ip le s  

which gave the Republican P a rty  i t s  b i r t h .

The re  are members o f  both p a r t ie s  —  and o f  no p a rty  — here today. 

No one expects a l l  o f u s to  agree. B u t consid e r t h i s : the Republican P a rty  

today i s  emerging c le a r ly  and unm istakably as the P a rty  o f  freedom once again.

We are n o t ta lk in g  o f freedom in  any se c tio n a l o r sp e c ia l sense 

now, however. We are ta lk in g  about freedom th roughout o u r a f f a i r s  a t home.

V/e are ta lk in g  about freedom th roughout the tro ub le d  w orld th a t su rrounds  

and a l l  too o fte n  confounds u s today.

Can any th in k in g  person have any re a l doubts about where the  two 

p a rt ie s  stand on these is s u e s  today?

The e n t ire  fa b r ic  o f  the  Republican P a rty  p la tfo rm  i s  woven from  

dependence upon the in d iv id u a l,  f a i t h  in  the in d iv id u a l,  t r u s t  o f the  

in d iv id u a l.

(more)
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In  governmental a f f a i r s  i t  i s  woven from  re lia n c e  upon government 

c lo se s t to  the people —  so th a t i t  can be c o n tro lle d  by the people and 

n o t e xe rc ise  oppressive  and remote c o n tro l over the people.

In  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  i t  i s  woven from  b e l ie f  th a t a l l  men and a l l  

n a tio n s  must be fre e  to  chose t h e i r  own ways o f l i f e  i f  th e re  i s  to  be 

re a l and la s t in g  peace in  the w o rld .

And in  regard to  peace i t s e l f ,  the Republican p la tfo rm  and my 

persona l pledge to  you today and every day, i s  based upon a f i rm  b e l ie f  th a t  

o n ly  a s tro n g  America can be a peaceful America; th a t o n ly  a s tro n g  America
I

can p revent w ar; th a t o n ly  a s tro n g  America can prese rve  the peace in  which 

the fa ls e  and f a i l in g  ideology o f Communism can be f i n a l ly  and f u l l y  rendered 

p ov;erless.

Now le t  me suggest th a t whether you agree o r d isagree w ith  those  

p o s it io n s ,  you must adm it, in  a l l  p o l i t ic a l  ho nesty , th a t the p re se n t 

A d m in is tra tio n  stands f o r  e xa c tly  the opposite  p o s it io n  in  each and every 

one o f  those  basic  m a tte rs .

I t  does n o t t r u s t  the people. I t  fe e ls  th a t the people, l ik e  

c h ild re n , must be to ld  what to  do, when to  do i t ,  and even how much to  

pay fo r  i t .  And l e t ' s  a lso  be honest about t h i s ;  some people p re fe r  i t  
«•

th a t way.

B u t I  d o n 't buy f o r  a moment th a t most people want i t  th a t way.

And in  November you are going to  have a chance to  prove i t !

What o f  governmental a f fa i r s ?  The p re se n t A d m in is tra tio n , as 

c le a r ly  as i t  can, says th a t lo c a l government c a n 't cope w ith  th in g s  any

more, th a t o n ly  the Fe d e ra l le v e l o f  government in  Washington i s  w ise  

enough to  know what i s  b e st fo r  you and your ne ig hbo rs.

And once again, l e t ' s  be h o n e st. There  are men in  lo c a l government 

who are more than ready to  tu rn  t h e i r  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  over to  W ashington.

I  want you to  know th a t I 'm  proud to  share t h i s  p la tfo rm  today 

w ith  one o u tsta n d in g  American who wants your g re a t s ta te  to  take a d i f fe r e n t  

path.

Chuck Pe rcy , your ne xt governor, d o e sn 't be lieve  in  ru n n in g  to  

V/ashington w ith  every problem in  every neighborhood o r town in  h is  g reat 

s ta te !
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He knows th a t people can so lve  t h e i r  ovm problems in  t h e i r  own 

ways r ig h t  a t home — and he d o e sn 't j u s t  ta lk  about i t .  As you know, he p u ts  

h is  b e lie fs  in to  a c tio n .

Today, Chuck and I  jo in  hands across the years w ith  those Republicans 

who b u i l t  our P a r ty .  We jo in  hands w ith  them fo r  the ve ry  reason th a t we 

are the freedom P a rty  o f  today!

When i t  comes to  the overwhelming issu e  o f  peace, the d iffe re n c e s

are ju s t  as dramatic between the two p a r t ie s .  I  want to  touch on th a t in

some d e ta il  a b i t  la t e r .
\

F i r s t ,  I  want to  go beyond the  s p e c if ic s  and the d e ta ils  o f p o l i t ic a l  

debate and m ention a mood, a fe e lin g  in  America today which may be as mean

in g fu l  in  the  long  irun as any o th e r fa c to r  o f  the  p o l i t ic a l  d e c is io n  we must 

make t h i s  ye a r.

You know and I  know th a t th e re  i s  something d i s t in c t ly  wrong when 

crime r i s e s  fa s te r  than our p o p u la tio n .

You know th a t th e re  i s  something d is t in c t ly  wrong when common 

honesty and fa m il ia r  m o ra lity  are openly and w ide ly  challenged by the d o c trin e  

o f the fa s t  buck and the code o f  the  o f f- c o lo r  n o ve l.

You know and I  know th a t th e re  i s  something wrong when the s ta n 

dards o f  drama and l i t e r a t u r e  seek new depths ra th e r  than new h e ig h ts ; whon 

pornography become a measure o f ta le n t .

You know and I  know th a t the re  i s  something deeply wrong when 

law enforcement agencies are attacked f o r  t r y in g  to  do t h e i r  jobs w h ile  open 

v io la t io n s  o f c i v i l  o rd e r are defended.

I  y ie ld  to  no-one in  my championship o f every Am erican's r ig h t  to  

speak o u t, and speak ou t lo u d ly , in  h is  a ttem pts to  re d re ss  g rievances. I  

y ie ld  to  no man in  my a c tio n s to  support the re d re ss  o f  the grievances o f  

those who have been wronged.

B u t I  cannot as a c i t i z e n ,  I  have no t as a Se na to r, and I  would 

n o t as P re s id e n t sup p o rt o r in c ite  any American to  seek re d re ss  to  h is  

grievances through la w le ssn e ss , v io le n c e , and h u r t  to  h is  fe llo w  men, o r  

damage to  h is  p ro p e rty .

In  domestic a f f a i r s ,  a Fe de ra l A d m in is tra tio n  has no h ig h e r respon

s i b i l i t y  than to  s e t examples o f  decent, ho nest, and moral conduct. \\/herever
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and whenever i t  p u ts  p o l i t ic s  f i r s t  and p rin c ip le d  a c tio n  second, i t  se ts  

the stage f o r  la w le ssn e ss.

T e l l in g  people again and again th a t the Fe d e ra l government w i l l  

take care o f  e ve ry th in g  f o r  them, leads to  the decline o f pe rsona l and 

in d iv id u a l r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  which i s  the base cause o f  the r i s e  in  crime and 

d is re g a rd  fo r  law and o rd e r.

P i t t i n g  c la ss  a g a in st c la s s ,  o r race a g a in st race, to  reap the  

vo te s o f  one fa c tio n  o r another s e ts  the stage f o r  m alice, where on ly  open 

h e a rts , understand ing  n in d s , and w i l l in g  hands ever w i l l  be f u l l y  e ffe c t iv e .

U s in g  p o s it io n s  o f  p u b lic  power to  feed p riv a te  greed and gain  

s e ts  the stage f o r  la w le ssn e ss o f o th e r s o r t s :  f o r  the c yn ic a l d isre g a rd  

o f o rd in a ry  honesty in  our every-day l iv e s ,  fo r  the p e tty  t h e f t s  th a t  

plague our s to re s  and in d u s t r ie s ,  f o r  the hoaxes and sw ind le s th a t plague our 

consumers.

I  d o n 't have to  quote s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  you to  understnad what I  

mean. You know. You have to  face i t  every day on the f r o n t  page o f  the  

back page o f  your paper. Eve ry  w ife  and mother —  ye s, every woman —  knows 

what I  mean.

There  i s  a mood o f easy m orals and \measy e th ic s  th a t i s  an aching  

t r u t h  in  our la nd . And no one in  a p o s it io n  to  s e t the examples th a t m ight 

s e t t h i s  r ig h t ,  can avoid r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  what i s  wrong.

L e t me put i t  t h i s  way: the re  should be no sk e le to n s in  the  

c lo se ts  o f  any p a rt o f the Fe d e ra l s t ru c tu re ,  and th a t goes f o r  the sm a lle s t  

agency r ig h t  up to  the W hite  House i t s e l f .

T ra g ic a lly ,  we cannot say th a t t h i s  i s  tru e  today. Scandal haunts 

th a t Fe de ra l s t ru c tu re .  The names and in c id e n ts  th a t some sire t r y in g  to  tu rn  

in to  n o th in g  but g h o s tly  memories p e r s i s t  in  coming to  l i f e ;  B i l l i e  S o l 

E s te s ,  Bobby Baker, the s ix  b i l l i o n  d o lla rs  f o r  the T e x a s - b u ilt  TPX — even 

though the se rv ic e s  wanted another plane— the sup p re ssio n  o r d is to r t io n  o f  

news in  the name o f news management.

No g re a te r domestic is su e  w i l l  be decided in  t h i s  e le c tio n , than  

the ve ry  c lim a te , the ve ry  mood o f  government, the ve ry  manners o f p u b lic  

se rv a n ts  and p u b lic  se rv ic e .
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We o f fe r  you an honest A d m in is tra tio n  by honest men.

We know th a t most who work in  government, a t a l l  le v e ls ,  are  

h o n e st. We pledge th a t t h e i r  general honesty s h a ll  no t be shadowed by the  

unpunished, o r linexposed m isbehavio r o f  anyone e lse  in  government se rv ic e , 

no m a tte r how h ig h  o r p ro tected h is  p o s it io n .

The h ig h e s t honesty in  p u b lic  se rv ic e , the  most lo c a l and respon

s ib le  le v e l o f  government in  p u b lic  a d m in is tra t io n ; the  g re a te s t s e l f -  

re lia n c e  in  pe rsona l development, the most in d iv id u a l r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  in  a l l  

o f our l iv e s ;  those are the in g re d ie n ts  o f Republicanism  a t home.

B u t.. .n o w  le t  me remind you o f  one shocking fa c t o f our Tw e n tie th  

Century l i f e .

N oth ing  o f  what I 'v e  sa id  w i l l  mean a th in g  in  the long run  

i f  we cannot, in  o u r tim e and by our s k i l l  and w i l l  as a n a tio n , keep the

i peace o f the  w o rld .
‘ \
! N oth ing  o f  what I  have sa id  may mean a th in g  f o r  our c h ild re n  o r
j

! our c h ild re n 's  c h ild re n , i f  we stumble in to  war the way we have th re e  tim es

i be fo re  in  t h i s  c e n tu ry .

j Our p o l i t ic a l  o p p o s itio n  does n o t want these m a tte rs  d iscussed in

I t h i s  campaign. Fo re ig n  p o lic y , they say, should be above argument.

I  w ish  i t  were! I  w ish  we had one on which a l l  Americans could  

agree. I  w ish , above a l l ,  th a t we had a fo re ig n  p o lic y  th a t was w ork ing to  

keep the peace, w ork ing  to  p rese rve  freedom, and w orking to  confound

■ Communism.i
j I  d o n 't th in k  th a t you want to  p u t a muzzle on the d isc u ss io n  o f

I t h i s  l i f e  o r death is s u e . I  d o n 't th in k  th a t you want to  th in k  o n ly  o f

^^roblems a t home, when the w orld  i t s e l f  i s  b u rn in g  w ith  c o n f l ic t ,  to rn  by 

! conquest, and balanced always on the b r in k  o f  the next Communist c r i s i s .

I  say th a t fo re ig n  p o lic y  a m ajor is su e  in  t h i s  p o l i t ic a l  

campaign. I  say i t  must be d isc u sse d . I  o n ly  w ish  i t  could be debated by 

both the candidates f o r  the P re sid e nc y, 

jlnd I  am w i l l in g !

B u t I  can understand why t h i s  A d m in is tra tio n  d o e sn 't want to  ta lk  

about i t  and why i t s  leader w o n 't debate i t .  The record i s  c le a r.

T h is  n a tio n  has been prosperous under both p a r t ie s .  B u t t h i s  n a tio n  

has gone to  war under the leaders o f  o n ly  one p a rty .

-5 -
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Only under A d m in is tra tio n s  such as t h i s  nne havp up. .hecnme en 

weak th a t aggre s s o rs  Viava ..■hppn ■[j|:.|y)p-̂ ed ±q ■n1i3ng<a the w orld  in to  v a r.

Only under A d m in is tra tio n s  such as t h i s  one have we closed  cur 

eyes to  r e a l i t y  and had to  open them to  the sound o f  g u n f ire !

Many o f us in  the Republican P a rty  have worked so ve ry  hard in  

the p a st years on b e h a lf o f the prepardness o f t h i s  n a tio n , th a t some 

c r i t ic s  t r y  to ' make i t  appear th a t we are preoccupied by war, o r eager to  

s t a r t  one.

Th'ere i s  no g re a te r p o lix ic a l l i e .

We understand th a t every war we ever have had to  f ig h t  in  t h i s  

e n t ire  tro u b le d  c entu ry  has come on the he e ls o f  weakness. Ve remember 

1918— we remember P e a rl Harbor--we remember Korea— we are watching Laos, 

and Vietnam, and the Congo— and we are w o rr ie d .

Whether we l ik e  i t  o r n o t— and I  hate the idea as fe rv e n t ly  as 

you do, b e lie ve  me— t h i s  i s  the age o f  nuc le a r weapons.

We w ish  i t  w e re n 't, bu t w ish in g  won’ t  make i t  so . The enemy has 

nuc lea r weapons.

And th e re  i s  o n ly  one dependable way to  make su re  th a t they never 

,use them: m a in ta in  our own nuc lea r s tre n g th  and our a b i l i t y  to  d e liv e r  i t  

a t a le v e l so s u p e rio r,  in  q u a n tity  and q u a li ty ,  th a t the enemy can never 

r i s k  any c o n f l ic t  th a t m ight b r in g  our superweapons in to  p la y .

T h is  i s  de tte rence. Had we been s tro n g , when Nazism threa tened, i

the second w orld  war m ight have been averted . I f  we remain s tro n g , the th i rd  

w orld  war can be averted .

And today —  le t  no one, p a r t ic u la r ly  our enemies make any m istake

about i t  — today we are s tro n g . We are secure in  the armament o f a____

s tra te g ic  a rse n a l in h e r ite d  from  the A d m in is tra tio n  o f  Dwight Eisenhow er.

I t  i s  tomorrow th a t w o rr ie s  a l l  Americans. We know how s tro n g  

we are today. Republicans b u i l t  th a t s tre n g th .

We are w o rried  by the undisputed fa c t th a t t h i s  A d m in is tra tio n  has 

decided to  phase out the manned bombers which today account f o r  more than

fo o f  our d e liv e ra b le  nuc lea r c ^ a c ijy  _-^^;_jhe_capacajty_that^^a3^ 

peace and can keep the  peace.

(m ore)
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^Ve are w o rrie d  by the undisputed fa c t th a t u n d e r_tM s__A d m iiy jtra -

t io n ,  w ith  i t s  u t t e r  d isre g a rd  f n r  „v,/i ma-jnr

s tra te g ic  weapons system s, our d e liv e ra b le  nuc lear capacity could be cut _

down by 90^  in  the„aa3LL.d£flad»»

We have heard the A d m in is t ra t io n 's  attem pts to  e xp la in  away th a t

f ig u re .  I 'v e  never seen so such s t a t i s t i c  ju g g lin g  in  my l i f e .

B u t the f ig u re  and the fa c t rem ains. Under t h i s  A d m in is tra tio n ,

we are fa c in g  the decade o f the 1970 ' s  w ith  the ve ry  re a l prospect o f a 
-----  1
s t ra te g ic  fo rc e  capable o f  c a rry in g  o n ly  one-tenth  o f the nuc lea r capacity

- 7 -

th a t can be c a rrie d  today.

Even th a t one-tenth  w i l l  be a g rea t power, o f course. B u t w i l l

our enemy have stood s t i l l ,  as we are sta n d in g  s t i l l ?  W i l l  oxir enemy have

abandoned resea rch  in to  advanced s t ra te gic system s, as we have v i r t u a l ly  

abandoned i t ?  W i l l  our enemv have abandoned the search fo r  new defenses^ 

a g a in st nuc le a r atta c k , as we seem_±£iJ3a3ifl-almLdnn£d,ii;2--kLiT  ̂ pyi" oviPTnir  ̂

have c u rta ile d  the p roduction o f nuc le a r m a te ria ls , as we have c u rta ile d  i t ?

What would t h i s  w o rld  be l ik e ,  i f  Communism ever p u lle d  even w ith  

o r ahead o f us in  nuc lea r weapons? A l l  Americans should th in k  hard about 

th a t one. Not even one o f  Defense Se c re ta ry  McNamara's chalk ta lk s  should  

sto p  us from  th in k in g  about th a t .

We have sim p ly  got to  get t h i s  record s t ra ig h t .  The Republican  

P a rty  i s  the P a rty  o f peace.

I t  i s  the P a rty  dedicated to  the preparedness th a t can keep the

peace.

I t  i s  the P a rty  th a t can keep the peace because i t  b e st under

stands Commvinism — which i s  to d a y 's  on ly  major th re a t ^  the peace.

I  cannot imagine a Republican P re s id e n t, f o r  in sta n c e , warning  

the Communists in  advance o f an a c tio n  such as th a t re c e n tly  taken in  

response to  the a tta c ks on our sh ip s  in  the G u lf o f To n k in .

I  cannot imagine, to  go one ste p  fa r th e r ,  a Republican P re s id e n t  

who would have le t  our p o lic ie s  in  such an area become so confused th a t the  

enemy would have even r is k e d  such an a tta ck in  the f i r s t  p lace; much le s s  

repeat i t .
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B u t what o f the m a tte r o f warning them, once the d e c is io n  —  which 

I  f u l l y  supported —  had been made to  d e stro y  the shore bases from  which 

the a tta cks had been lamiched?

The P re s id e n t gave the w arning by going on n a tio n a l te le v is io n ,  

when a maximum audience was s t i l l  a v a ila b le , but when our naval a i r c r a f t  

was s t i l l  on the way to  t h e i r  ta rg e ts .

The A d m in is tra tio n  says th a t the w arning was given d e lib e ra te ly  —  

so th a t our people would le a rn  o f the a tta ck  before the enemy announced i t  

and so th a t the enemy would n o t th in k  we had embarked upon a broader a c tio n  

a g a in st them.

Now, in  th a t time —  which amounted to  n e a rly  two hours warning  

in  advance o f the a r r iv a l  o f  our f i r s t  planes over t h e i r  ta rg e ts  — the  

enemy could, have had time to  prepare t h e i r  de fenses.

C e rta in ly  the element o f  s u rp r is e  was sh a tte re d  by the advance 

w arn ing. C e rta in ly  the s a fe ty  o f our airmen was no t the p rim a ry  concern o f 

such an advance w arning .

I  wonder, as a n a t te r  o f  fa c t ,  i f  the J o in t  C h ie fs  o f S t a f f  were 

'as e n th u s ia s t ic  about the advance warning as they were about the opera tion  

i t s e l f .

The fa c t rem ains. We lo s t  two planes in  the a c tio n . One good 

American l i f e  was lo s t .  Another airman was d e live re d  in to  Communist 

c a p t iv ity .  The fa c t rem ains th a t we gave the enemy time in  which they could 

have b e tte r  prepared the defenses th a t sho t down our p lanes.

The A d m in is tra tio n  has shown l i t t l e  s k i l l  when n e g o tia tin g  w ith  

the Communists. Now i t  appear they have as l i t t l e  s k i l l  when f ig h t in g  

w ith  the Communists. F o r make no m istake about i t ;  the A d m in is tra tio n  and 

i t s  c iv i l ia n  g e n e ra ls , such as F ie ld  M arshal McNamara  ̂ ta ke f u l l  c re d it  fo r  

t h i s  remarkable s tra te g y  o f w arning our enemy th a t our planes were on t h e ir  

way!

America, and the whole fre e  w o rld , needs le a d e rsh ip  in  t h i s  n a tio n  

th a t understands the enemy, understands how to  deal w ith  him , and i s  

pledged to  m a in ta in in g  the s tre n g th  and fo rg in g  the d e te rm ina tion  th a t w i l l  

keep him from r is k in g  the peace.
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Republicans seek a s tro n g  America because we know th a t o n ly  a 

s tro n g  n a tio n  can keep the peace.

Republicans re je c t  the p re se n t p lans to  disarm  o u rse lv e s u n i la t 

e ra l ly .  We c a l l  th a t re c k le s s . We know th a t i t  i s  the s o r t  o f re c k le ssn e ss  

th a t has preceded every war o f  t h i s  c e n tu ry .

Peace i s  fo r  those who are prepared; those who are s tro n g ; those  

who are dedicated. T h is  i s  the America I  know and lo ve . T h is  i s  the  

America, under God, which I  am pledged to  defend and to  se rve .

T h is  i s  the  America;

—  s e l f - r e l ia n t  in  i t s  domestic a f f a i r s

—  f u l l y  defended today and tomorrow

—  re-dedicated in  i t s  m o ra lity  and devotion to  C o n s t itu t io n a l 

o rd er

—  t h i s  i s  the America which can show the w o rld  the way to  a 

fu tu re  o f freedom, ju s t ic e ,  and y e s, peace.
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T H IS  COPY FOR ______________________

N E W S  C O N F E R E N C E  #367

A T TH E VmiTE  HOUSE 

W ITH  GEORGE REEDY 

1 1 :4 7  AM ED S T
\

AUGUST 7 ,  1964 

FRIDA Y

MR, REED Y: The P re s id e n t  has sp e n t th e  n o rn in q  in  
re v ie w in g  v a r io u s  re p o r t s  and keeping  in  touch w ith  b o th  th e  
in t e r n a t io n a l  s i t u a t io n  and th e  d om e stic  s i t u a t io n .

I  have no p u b lic  announcements.

I  have n o th in g  to  add to  w hat has been p re v io u s ly  s a id .  
I f  you have any q u e s t io n s ,  I  w i l l  e n te r ta in  them and I  hope the  
answ ers a re e n te r ta in in g ,

Q, Any sched u le ?

MR. REED Y : N o th in g ,

Q, Can we have a l id ?

MR, REED Y: I  am p e r fe c t ly  happy to  g iv e  you a 
luncheon l i d .

Q. I s  th e re  any p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  P re s id e n t  t r a v e l in g  
t h i s  weekend?

MR. REED Y : I  don’ t  know w hat th e  P re s id e n t  w i l l  
be d o ing  t h i s  weekend, A l ,  In  th e  e v e n t some news comes up—

Q, P le a se  d o n 't  say i t ,

Q, W i l l  A l be among th e  f i r s t  to  know?

MR. REED Y : I  a lw ays m ^ e  i t  a p o in t  o f  t e l l i n g  A', f i r a t  
because I  lo ve  th e  e x p re s s io n  on h i s  face when he g e ts  th e  new s, 
b u t I  have n o th in g  to  announce on t h a t ,  and I  do n o t  know. I f  
th e re  a re  any d eve lo p m ents, I  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  re p o r t  them as 
ra p id ly  as I  can.

Q, You d o n 't  know e i t h e r  way?

MR. REED Y : T h a t  i s  r i g h t .

Q. I  am g la d  you n a ile d  th a t  one down, C a r l,

MR. REEDV: T h a t  i s  th e  b u lld o g  b ree d ,

Q. W hat w i l l  t i ie  P re s id e n t  be d o ing  t h i s  a fte rn o o n ?

 ̂ MR. REED Y : I  have n o th in g  on th e  sc h e d u le .

Q. Can you t e l l  u s a n y th in g  about h i s  m eeting  w ith  
G overnor Brown?
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MR, REED Y : No, I  have no in fo rm a t io n  on t h a t ,

Q, I s  th e  G ovem or s t i l l  h e re ?

MR, REEDY* 1 do n o t know,

Q. Do you know when th e  P re s id e n t  i s  go ing  to  s ig n  
th e  Pay B i l l ,  George?

MR, REED Y : No, I  d o n 't  have th e  sc h e d u le .

Q, N o t today?

I4R, REED Y : I  have no knowledge th a t  he i s  s ig n in g
i t  to d a y ,

Q, Was t h i s  a breakdown ii> co ito tiunications o r  why was 
i t ,  o r  was i t  w e a th e r, o r  why was i t  t h a t  th e  announcement o f  
a c tio n  was made he re  about 1 1 :3 6  and i t  d id n ' t  take p lace u n t i l  
an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf  la t e r  o v e r th e re ?

MR. REED Y : "  The  P re s id e n t  w ent on th e  a i r  a t th e  tim e  
t h a t  he d id  a t  th e  recommendation o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se .
The  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fense  had v e r i f ie d  th a t  th e  p la n e s were und er
way p r i o r  to  th e  tim e  th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  spoke and so  re p o rte d  
to  th e  P re s id e n t ,  I t  had been a n t ic ip a te d  th a t  th e  p a th  o f  th e  
a i r c r a f t  to  t h e i r  ta rg e ts  w ould  be w i t h in  th e  range o f  th e  
N o rth  V ie tnam ese ra d a r. I t  was b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  American  
people sh o u ld  be in fo rm e d  o f  th e  r e t a l ia t o iy  a c tio n  by t h e i r  
own Government r a th e r  th a n  by re p o r t s  fro m  H a n o i,

Q, In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  P re s id e n t  announced i t  b e fo re  
th e  p la n e s a c tu a lly  g o t to  t h e i r  ta rg e t?  I s  th a t  w hat t h i s  
adds up to ?

I® ,  REED Y: I t  adds up to  w hat I  s a id .  I t  adds up to  
' th e  P re s id e n t  g o ing  on th e  a i r  a t  th e  tim e  he d id  a t the* recom

m endation o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se ,

Q, T h a t  was an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf  b e fo re  th e y  l e f t  th e
s h ip .

MR. REED Y : No. I  s a id  s p e c i f ic a l ly  th a t  th e  S e c re ta ry  
o f  D e fense  had v e r i f ie d  th a t  th e  p la n e s were underway p r io r  to  
th e  tim e  th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  spoke and so  re p o rte d  to  th e  P re s id e n t '

Q, A c c o rd ing  to  w hat th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  Defense s a id  
y e s te rd a y  a fte rn o o n , a t  5 :0 0 ,  t h a t  was an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf b e fo re  
th e  p la n e s l e f t  th e  s h ip ,

MR, REED Y : I  w i l l  accept w ha te ve r tim e  th e  S e c re ta ry  
o f  D e fe nse  gave o u t ,  I  s a id  th a t  i t  was a n t ic ip a te d  th a t  th e  
p a th  o f  th e  a i r c r a f t  to  t h e i r  ta rg e ts  w ould be w i t h in  th e  range  
o f N o rth V ie tn a m e se  ra d a r,

Q, The S e c re ta ry  o f  D efense a d m itte d  th a t  he 
a p p a re n tly  made h i s  own announcement b e fo re  th e  p la n e s l e f t  
th e  s h ip ,  q u e s t io n  to  th e  Government i s —

MR. REED Y : W a it  a m in u te , S a ra h , I  have no in fo rm a t io n  
t k a t  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fense  s a id  e iny th ing  b e fo re  th e  p la n e s J
l e f t  th e  s h ip , S a ra h ,

Page -  2 -  #367

MORE

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



Q. He s a id  about 1 2 :0 2  o r  1 2 :0 3  and the  p la n e s  
d id n ' t  leave u n t i l  about an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf la t e r .

MR, REED Y: I  w i l l  r e f e r  you back to  th e  E-efense 
D e p a rtm e nt,

Q. I  am ta k in g  i t  fro m  th e  Defense Deparla:nent.

{■̂ R. REED Y: I  have n o t seen o r  heard a n y th in g  
fro m  th e  D e fe nse  D ep a rtm e nt, S a ra h , th a t  th e re  was a n y th in g  
l i k e  an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf b e fo re  th e  p la n e s l e f t  th e  fJ h ip s ,

Q. Were you w o r r ie d  f o r  fe a r  th a t  Hano i ro ig h t 
scoop th e  W h ite  House? S e r io u s ly ,  now th a t  th e  word m ig h t come—

MR. REED Y : I t  was f e l t  th a t  th e  f i r s t  word sh o u ld  
come fro m  th e  Government o f  th e  Am erican people o f  t h i s  r e t a l i 
a to ry  a c t io n .

•

Q. The  P re s id e n t  has to ld  u s in  h i s  o f f ic e  th a t  
i f  th e re  were t im e s yhen we f e l t  we sh o u ld  see h im  th a t  we 
sh o u ld  p a ss th e  word on th ro u g h  y o u . What happened t h i s  week 
and th e  k in d  o f  in fo rm a t io n  th a t  i s  coming o u t o f  such m a tte rs  
su g g e s ts  th a t  t h i s  w ou ld  be th e  tim e  to  make such a p ro p o s a l.
Would i t  be p o s s ib le  to  re q u e s t th ro u g h  you a news conference?

MR, REED Y : S u r e ly .

Q. George, a l l  I  am t r y in g  to  s t r a ig h te n  o u t he re  
i s  t h i s :  The  announcement a p p a re n tly  was made by th e  P re s id e n t  
and th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe nse  in  W a sh ing to n  b e fo re  t lie  p la n e s h i t .  
I s  th a t  c o rre c t?

MR. REED Y : The  announcement was made by th e  P re s id e n t  
a f t e r  he had been in fo rm e d  by th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fense  th a t  the  
p la n e s had l e f t  th e  s h ip ,

Q, Had l e f t  th e  s h ip ?

MR, R EED Y : R ig h t ,

Q, As i t  tu rn e d  o u t ,  had th e y  a c tu a lly  l e f t  a t  
th a t  tim e  o r  was th e re  an e r ro r?

MR, REED Y : No, th e re  was no e r r o r .

Q. An h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf  la t e r  th e y  h i t .

MR, REED Y : I  d o n 't  know about th e  h o u r- a n d - a - h a lf .

Q, What I  am t r y in g  to  v e r i f y  i s  had th e  a c tio n  
a c tu a lly  taken p la ce  a t th e  tim e  o f  th e  f i r s t  announcement here?

MR, REED Y : S a ra h , a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  f i r s t  announcement 
h e re , th e  p la n e s had l e f t  th e  s h ip .  We were so  a d v ise d  by the  
S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se ,

Q, As I  u n d e rs ta n d  i t ,  th e y  were s e v e ra l hundred  
m ile s  o f  th e  p lace fro m  ta rg e t ,
♦

0 ,  Y e s ,
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Q. No, 60 o r  7 0 .

Q, The  c a r r ie r s  w e re n 't .

Q. The P re s id e n t  was w a it in g  th ro u g h o u t th e 'e v e n in g  
u n t i l  he g o t t h i s  w ord fro m  S e c re ta ry  McNamara?

H R. REED Y : Y e s . The  P re s id e n t  was n o t g o ing  to  
speak u n t i l  he had g o tte n  t h i s  word fro m  th e  S e c re ta ry .

Q. How much e a r l ie r  c o u ld  th e  P re s id e n t  have made 
t h i s  announcement? T h a t  i s  to  sa y , when was h i s  s ta te m e n t?
A t w hat tim e  was h i s  s ta te m e n t f in is h e d ?

I-IR. R EED Y : I  am n o t g o ing  to  go in t o  t h a t .

Q. I t  was on th e  te le p ro m p te r a t  9 :5 0 .

Q. When d id  he go on th e  a i r ?

MR. REED Y:* He w ent on about 1 1 :3 0 -so m e th in g .

Q. What tim e  d id  he g e t th e  c a l l  fro m  S e c re ta ry
McNamara?

MR. REED Y: I t  had been s h o r t ly  b e fo re  t h a t ,  v e ry
s h o r t ly .

Q. George, th e  a ssu m p tio n  i s  t h a t  th e  P re s id e n t  
re ve a le d  to  th e  C o n g re ss io n a l Le a d e rs i n  th a t  m eeting  from  
6 :4 5  to  7 :1 5  h i s  d e c is io n  a nd .se c re c y  was m u tu a lly  agreed  
upon. Had th e  P re s id e n t  n o t i f ie d  and had th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  
D efe nse  n o t i f ie d  u n i t s  i n  th e  F a r  E a s t  to  commence o p e ra tio n s  
p r i o r  to  th e  m e eting  w ith  th e  congressmen?

MR. REED Y : I  w ould  leave a q u e s t io n  l i k e  th a t  to  
th e  D efe nse  D e p a rtm e n t, Bob . I  w i l l  r e f e r  you back to  th e  
D efe nse  D epartm ent on t i ia t  one. I  t h in k  th a t  i s  a m a tte r o f  
t h e i r  o p e ra t io n s .

Q. Th e y  loaded th a t  te le p ro m p te r—

Q. 9 :5 0 .

Q. He c o u ld  have made the  s ta te m e n t som e th ing  l ik e  
an h o u r- a n d - a - h a lf  e a r l i e r .

MR. REED Y : FOR BACKGROU^?D:

* * * * * * * *

E d d ie , th e  p o in t  i s ,  o b v io u s ly ,  when c e r ta in  o rd e rs  a re g iv e n ,  
you can p lace y o u r s e l f  i n  a p o s i t io n  to  do so m e th ing  once c e r ta in  
e v e n tu a l i t ie s  have ta ke n  p la c e , i n  t h i s  case th e  e v e n tu a li ty  o f  
th e  n o t i f ic a t io n  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se . T h a t  i s  an o b v io u s  
th in g .

Q. Of th e  ta k e - o f f?

* * * * * * * *
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Q. Was th e re  any c o n ta c t w ith  K h rushc he v  v ia  th e  
h o t l i n e  o r  a n y th in g ?

MR. R EED Y : I  n e v e r ’d is c u s s  th e  h o t l i n e ,  H e le n .

Q. Any com m unication w ith  tlae S o v ie t  U n io n?

MR. REED Y : I  know o f  no d i r e c t  com m unications. 
O b v io u s ly  —  I  Icnow o f  no com m unica tions. I  w o u ld n 't  comment 
on them i f  I  d id .

Q. T h a t  was b o th  b e fo re  and s in c e ?

t lR .  REED Y ; I  s a id  I  w o u ld n 't  comment on them .

Q. W e re n 't  th e re  some d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  re a c h in g  
S e n a to r G o ldw ate r? A t  f i r s t  he c o u ld n 't  be reached?

MR. REED Y ; Y e s .

Q. C ould  you t e l l  u s when he f i r s t  s ta r te d  t r y in g  
to  reach him ?

MR. REED Y : No; I  d o n 't  v;ant to  go in t o  th e  
c h ro n o lo g y .

Q. Do you have a n y th in g  e ls e ?
\

Q. i s  i t  n o t  tJrue th a t  when he d id  reach S e n a to r  
G o ld w a te r, he t o ld  h im  o f  t h i s  a c tio n ?

f4R. REED Y; Y e s , he read him  th e  s ta te m e n t.

Q. T h a t  was n o t  t l ie  h o ld  up?

J4R. REED Y : I t  v/as n o t a prob lem  a t  a l l .  T h a t  
was i r r e le v a n t  to  th e  t im in g  o f  th e  announcement, C a r l ;  i t  
was t o t a l ly  i r r e le v a n t .

Q. Can we s h i f t  to  a d o m e stic  m a tte r?  I  w ould  l ik e  
to  f in d  o u t i n  v ie w  o f  th e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  is s u e  th a t  f ig u re d  in  
th e  Te nnessee  p rim a ry  v/hether th e  W h ite  House has s jiy  comment 
on I ' l r .  B a s s ' s u c c e s s o rs h ip  to  t h a t .

MR. REED Y : I  have n o th in g  to  say about i t ,

Q. D id  th e  P re s id e n t  send him  a te le g ra m ?

MR. REED Y : I  d o n 't  know. I  w i l l  lo o k  in t o  i t .

Q. Could you f in d  o u t?

MR. REED Y : I  w i l l  f in d  o u t .

Q. What about th e  in a u g u ra l parade?

!4R. REED Y : I  have n o t been able  to  f in d  o u t as y e t  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  a q u e s t io n  a g ita t in g  th e  W h ite  House.

Q. I s  th e  P re s id e n t  d e v o tin g  a n o tic e a b le  p o r t io n  
o f  h i s  day to  th e  P o v e rty  B i l l  v o te ?  I s  he on th e  phone?

MR, REED Y : I  do n o t check th e  in d iv id u a l  phone 
c a l l s  he makes, S m it ty ,
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Q. George, f o r  background, w ould a p ru d e n t man 
pack a bag? Now, come on!

MR. REEDY I I f  I  co u ld  make such a recom m endation,
I  w o u ld , b u t I  cannot make any recom m endation. The  o n ly  th in g  
I  can do i s  su p p ly  you w ith  w hat I  can when I  can,

Q. l\fho was th a t  p ru d e n t man?

Q. I s  he h e re  again?

Q. C ould  a p ru d e n t man ta ke  o f f  f o r  Rehobeth Beach, 
Delaw are to n ig h t?

TH E  P R E S S : Thank y o u , M r. S e c re ta ry ,
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A T TH E V7HITE HOUSE 

W ITH  GEORGE REEDY 

1 1 :4 7  AM ED S T  

AUGUST 7 ,  1964 

FRIDA Y
•

14R, REED Y; The P re s id e n t  has sp e n t th e  n o rn in q  in  
re v ie w in g  v a r io u s  re p o r ts  and keeping  i n  touch x^ ith  b o th  th e  
in t e r n a t io n a l  s i t u a t io n  and th e  d o m e stic  s i t u a t io n .

I  have no p u b lic  announcements.

I  have n o th in g  to  add to  what has been p re v io u s ly  s a id .  
I f  you have any q u e s t io n s ,  I  w i l l  e n te r ta in  them anc I  hope th e  
answ ers a re  e n te r ta in in g .

Q, l^ y  sc hed ule ?

MR, REEDYJ N o th in g .

Q. Can we have a l id ?

MR. REED Y: I  am p e r fe c t ly  happy to  g iv e  you a 
luncheon l i d .

Q. I s  th e re  any p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  P re s id e n t  t r a v e l in g  
t h i s  weekend?

!•

MR. REED Y : I  d o n 't  know w hat th e  P re s id e n t  w i l l  
be d o ing  t h i s  weekend, A l .  I n  th e  e v e n t some news comes up—

Q. P le a se  d o n 't  say i t .

Q. W i l l  A l be among th e  f i r s t  to  know?

MR. REED Y : I  a lways m ^ e  i t  a p o in t  o f  t e l l i n g  A l f i r s t  
because I  lo ve  th e  e x p re s s io n  on h i s  face when he g e ts  th e  new s, 
b u t I  have n o th in g  to  announce on t h a t ,  and I  do n o t  know. I f  
th e re  a re  any deve lo p m ents, I  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  re p o r t  them as 
ra p id ly  as I  can.

Q. You d o n 't  know e i t h e r  v/ay?

MR. REED Y: T h a t  i s  r i g h t .

Q. I  am g la d  you n a ile d  th a t  one down, C a r l.

MR, REEDV: T h a t  i s  th e  b u lld o g  b re e d ,

Q, W hat w i l l  th e  P re s id e n t  be d o ing  t h i s  a fte rn o o n ?

MR. REED Y: I  have n o th in g  on th e  sc h e d u le .

Q, Can you t e l l  u s a n y th in g  about h i s  m eeting  w ith  
G o ve rno r Brown?
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MR. REED Y : No, I  have no in fo rm a t io n  on t ± a t .

Q, I s  th e  G overnor s t i l l  h e re ?

MR* RBEOYt I  do n o t know.

Q. Do you know when th e  P re s id e n t  i s  g o ing  to  s ig n  
th e  Pay B i l l ,  George?

MR. REED Y : No, I  d o n 't  have th e  sc h e d u le .

Q. N o t today?

I4R, REED Y : I  have no knowledge th a t  he i s  s ig n in g
i t  to d a y ,

Q. Was t h i s  a breakdown in  coinm unicatione o r  why vras 
i t ,  o r  was i t  w e a th e r, o r  why was i t  t h a t  th e  announcement o f  
a c tio n  was made he re  about 1 1 :3 6  and i t  d id n ' t  take p lace u n t i l  
an h o u r-e m d -a -h a lf la t e r  o v e r th e re ?

14R, REED Y : The P re s id e n t  w ent on th e  a i r  a t  th e  tim e  
t h a t  he d id  a t  th e  recommendation o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se .
The S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fense  had v e r i f ie d  th a t  th e  p la n e s were und er
way p r i o r  to  th e  tim e  th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  spoke and so  re p o rte d  
to  th e  P r e s id e n t ,  I t  had been a n tic ip a te d  th a t  the  p a th  o f  th e  
a i r c r a f t  to  t h e i r  ta rg e ts  w ould  be w i t h in  th e  range o f  th e  
N o rth  V ietnam ese ra d a r. I t  was b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  American- 
people sh o u ld  be in fo rm e d  o f  th e  r e t a l ia t o r y  a c tio n  by t h e i r  
own Government r a th e r  th a n  by re p o r t s  fro m  H a n o i.

Q. In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  P re s id e n t  announced i t  b e fo re  
th e  p la n e s a c tu a lly  g o t to  t h e i r  ta rg e t?  I s  th a t  w ha t t h i s  
adds up to ?

MR. REED Y: I t  adds up to  v/hat I  s a id .  I t  adds up to  
th e  P re s id e n t  g o ing  on th e  a i r  a t  th e  tim e  he d id  a t th e  recom
m endation o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se .

Q. T h a t  was an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf  b e fo re  th e y  l e f t  th e
s h ip .

MR. REED Y : No. I  s a id  s p e c i f ic a l ly  th a t  th e  Se c re ta ry "  
o f  D e fense  had v e r i f ie d  th a t  th e  p la n e s were underway p r io r  to  
th e  tim e  th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  spoke and so  re p o rte d  to  th e  P re s id e n t ,

Q. A c c o rd ing  to  w hat th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  Defense s a id  
y e s te rd a y  a fte rn o o n , a t  5 :0 0 ,  t h a t  was an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf b e fo re  
th e  p la n e s l e f t  th e  s h ip ,

MR. REED Y : I  w i l l  accept w ha te ve r tim e  th e  S e c re ta ry  
o f  D e fense  gave o u t .  I  s a id  th a t  i t  was a n t ic ip a te d  th a t  th e  
p a th  o f  th e  a i r c r a f t  to  t h e i r  ta rg e ts  w ould  be w i t h in  th e  range  
o f N o rth V ie tn a m e se  ra d a r.

Q. The S e c re ta ry  o f  D efense a d m itte d  th a t  he 
a p p a re n tly  made h i s  own announcement b e fo re  th e  p la n e s l e f t  
th e  s h ip ,  q u e s t io n  t o  th e  Government i s ~

MR. REED Y : W a it  a m in u te , S a ra h . I  have no in fo rm a tic > n  
th a t  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fense  s a id  a n y th in g  b e fo re  th e  p la n e s  
l e f t  th e  s h ip , S a ra h .
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Q. He s a id  about 1 2 :0 2  o r  1 2 :0 3  and th e  p la n e s  
d id n ' t  leave u n t i l  about an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf la t e r .

MR, REED Y : I  w i l l  r e f e r  you back to  th e  te fe n s e  
D e p a rtm e nt.

Q. I  am ta k in g  i t  fro m  th e  Defense Deparijm ent.

I-IR, REED Y : I  have n o t  seen o r  heard a n y th in g  
fro m  th e  D e fe nse  D ep a rtm e nt, S a ra h , th a t  th e re  was cu iy th ing  
l i k e  an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf b e fo re  th e  p la n e s l e f t  th e  s h ip s ,

Q, Were you w o rr ie d  f o r  fe a r  th a t  H ano i r i ig h t  
scoop th e  t’T h ite  House? S e r io u s ly ,  now th a t  th e  word m ig h t come—

HR, REED Y : I t  was f e l t  th a t  th e  f i r s t  word sh o u ld  
come fro m  th e  Government o f  th e  American, people o f  t h i s  r e t a l i 
a to ry  a c t io n ,

Q, The  P re s id e n t  has to ld  u s in  h i s  o f f ic e  th a t  
i f  th e re  were tim e s  \/hen we f e l t  we sh o u ld  see h im  th a t  we 
sh o u ld  p a ss th e  word on th ro u g h  y o u . What happened t h i s  week 
and th e  k in d  o f  in fo rm a t io n  th a t  i s  coming o u t o f  such m a tte rs  
su g g e s ts  th a t  t h i s  w ould  be th e  tim e  to  make such a p ro p o s a l.
Would i t  be p o s s ib le  to  re q u e s t th ro u g h  you a news conference?

MR. REED Y : S u r e ly .

Q. George, a l l  I  an t r y in g  to  s t r a ig h te n  o u t he re  
i s  t h i s :  The  announcement a p p a re n tly  was made by t l ie  P re s id e n t  
and th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe nse  in  W a sh ing to n  b e fo re  t l ie  p la n e s h i t .  
I s  th a t  c o rre c t?

MR. REED Y : The  announcement was made by th e  P re s id e n t  
a f t e r  he had been in fo rm e d  by th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fense  th a t  the  
p la n e s had l e f t  th e  s h ip .

Q, Had l e f t  th e  s h ip ?

MR, REED Y : R ig h t .

Q. As i t  tu rn e d  o u t ,  had th e y  a c tu a lly  l e f t  a t  
th a t  tim e  o r  was th e re  an e r r o r ?

I® ,  REED Y: No, th e re  was no e r r o r ,

Q, An h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf  la t e r  th e y  h i t ,  .

MR, REED Y : I  d o n 't  know about th e  h o u r- a n d - a - h a lf ,

Q. What I  am t r y in g  to  v e r i f y  i s  had th e  a c tio n  
a c tu a lly  taken p lace a t th e  tim e  o f  th e  f i r s t  annoxancement he re?

MR, REED Y : S a ra h , a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  f i r s t  announcement 
h e re , th e  p la n e s had l e f t  th e  s h ip .  We were so  a dv ised  by th e  
S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se .

Q. As I  u n d e rs ta n d  i t ,  th e y  were s e v e ra l hundred  
m ile s  o f  th e  p lace fro m  ta rg e t .

• Q. Y e s .
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Q. No, 60 o r  7 0 ,

Q, The  c a r r ie r s  w e re n 't ,

Q. The P re s id e n t  was w a it in g  th ro u g h o u t th e 'e v e n in g  
u n t i l  he g o t t h i s  w ord fro m  S e c re ta ry  McNamara?

H R, REED Y ; Y e s , The  P re s id e n t  was n o t go ing  to  
speak u n t i l  he had g o tte n  t h i s  v;ord fro m  th e  S e c re ta iry .

Q. How much e a r l i e r  c o u ld  t l ie  P re s id e n t  have made 
t h i s  announcement? T h a t  i s  to  say^, when was h i s  s ta te m e n t?
A t  what tim e  was h i s  s ta te m e n t f in is h e d ?

MR. R EED Y ; I  am n o t g o ing  to  go in t o  t h a t ,

Q, I t  was on th e  te le p ro m p te r a t  9 :5 0 ,

Q, V-Jhen d id  he go on th e  a i r ?

MR. REED Y:* He w ent on about 1 1 :3 0 -so m e th in g ,

Q, What tim e  d id  he g e t th e  c a l l  fro m  S e c re ta ry
McNamara?

MR, REED Y : I t  had been s h o r t ly  b e fo re  t h a t ,  v e ry
s h o r t ly .

Q, George, th e  a ssu m p tio n  i s  t h a t  th e  P re s id e n t  
re ve a le d  to  t i ie  C o n g re ss io n a l Le a d e rs in  th a t  m eeting  from  
6 :4 5  to  7 :1 5  h i s  d e c is io n  and se c re c y  was m u tu a lly  agreed 
upon. Had th e  P re s id e n t  n o t i f ie d  and had th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  
D efe nse  n o t i f ie d  u n i t s  i n  th e  F a r  E a s t  to  commence o p e ra tio n s  
p r i o r  to  th e  m e eting  w ith  th e  congressmen?

MR. REED Y ; I  w ould  leave a q u e s t io n  l i k e  th a t  to  
th e  D efe nse  D e p a rtm e n t, Bob . I  w i l l  r e f e r  you back to  th e  
D efe nse  Departm ent on th a t  one. I  t h in k  th a t  i s  a m a tte r o f  
t h e i r  o p e ra t io n s ,

Q, The y  loaded th a t  te le p ro m p te r—

Q, 9 :5 0 .

Q, He c o u ld  have made th e  s ta te m e n t so m e th ing  l ik e  
an h o u r- a n d - a - h a lf  e a r l i e r ,

MR. REED Y : FOR BACKGROUND:

* * * * * * * *

E d d ie , th e  p o in t  i s ,  o b v io u s ly ,  when c e r ta in  o rd e rs  a re g iv e n ,  
you can p la ce  y o u r s e l f  i n  a p o s i t io n  to  do so m e th ing  once c e r ta in  
e v e n tu a l i t ie s  have ta ke n  p la c e , i n  t h i s  case th e  e v e n tu a li ty  o f  
th e  n o t i f ic a t io n  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se . T h a t  i s  an o b v io u s  
th in g .

Q. Of th e  ta k e - o f f?

* * * * * * * *
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Q. Was th e re  any c o n ta c t w ith  K h rushc he v  v ia  th e  
h o t l i n e  o r  a n y th in g ?

MR, REED Y : I  n e v e r d is c u s s  th e  h o t l i n e ,  H e le n .

Q. Any com m unication w ith  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n?
I

MR, REED Y : I  know o f  no d i r e c t  com m unications. 
O b v io u s ly  —  I  know o f  no com m unica tions. I  x v o u ld n 't comment 
on them i f  I  d id ,

Q, T h a t  was b o th  b e fo re  and s in c e ?

MR. REED Y : I  s a id  I  w o u ld n ’ t  comment on them.

Q. W e re n 't  th e re  some d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  re a c h in g  
S e n a to r G o ldw ate r?  A t f i r s t  he c o u ld n 't  be reached?

MR, REED Y : Y e s ,

Q, C ould  you t e l l  u s when he f i r s t  s ta r te d  t r y in g  
to  reach him ?

MR, REED Y : No'; I  d o n 't  v;ant to  go in t o  th e  
c h ro n o lo g y ,

Q. Do you have a n y th in g  e ls e ?

Q, I s  i t  n o t  t r u e  th a t  when he d id  reach S e n a to r  
G oldv/a te r, he t o ld  h im  o f  t h i s  a c tio n ?

T4R, REED Y: Y e s , he read him  th e  s ta te m e n t.

Q. T h a t  was n o t  t l ie  h o ld  up?

MR. REED Y : I t  v/as n o t a p rob lem  a t  a l l .  T h a t  
was i r r e le v a n t  to  th e  t im in g  o f  th e  announcement, C a r l ;  i t  
was t o t a l l y  i r r e le v a n t .

Q. Can we s h i f t  to  a d o m e stic  m a tte r?  I  w ould l ik e  
to  f in d  o u t i n  v ie w  o f  th e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  is s u e  th a t  f ig u re d  in  
th e  Te nne sse e  p rim a ry  v/hether th e  W h ite  House has any comment 
on M r. B a ss*  s u c c e s s o rs h ip  to  t h a t .

MR. REED Y : I  have n o th in g  to  say about i t .

Q. D id  th e  P re s id e n t  send him  a te le g ra m ?

MR. REED Y : I  d o n 't  know. I  w i l l  lo o k  in t o  i t .

Q. Could you f in d  o u t?

MR. REED Y : I  w i l l  f in d  o u t .

Q, What about th e  in a u g u ra l parade?

I4R. REED Y : I  have n o t been ablei to  f in d  o u t as y e t  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  a q u e s t io n  a g i ta t in g  tlae W h ite  House.

* Q. I s  th e  P re s id e n t  d e v o tin g  a n o tic e a b le  p o r t io n
o f  h i s  day to  th e  P o v e rty  B i l l  v o te ?  I s  he on th e  phone?

MR. REED Y: I  do n o t check th e  in d iv id u a l  phone 
c a l l s  he makes, S m it ty .

Page -  5 -  #367

MORE

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



Page ~ 6 - Sv

Q* George, f o r  background, w ould a p ru d e n t nan 
pack a bag? Now, come onl

MR, REED Y : I f  I  cou ld  make such a recom m endation,
I  w o u ld , b u t I  cannot make any recom m endation. The o n ly  th in g  
I  can do i s  su p p ly  you w ith  w ha t I  can v;hen I  can.

Q. lifho was th a t  p ru d e n t man?

Q. I s  he h e re  again?

Q. C ould  a p ru d e n t man ta ke  o f f  f o r  Rehobeth Beach, 
Delaware to n ig h t?

TH E P R E ^ S : Thank y o u , M r. S e c re ta ry .
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A T TH E VJHITE HOUSE 

W ITH  GEORGE REEDY 

1 1 ;4 7  AM E D S T  

AUGUST 7 ,  1964 

FRIDA Y

I4R, REED Y: The P re s id e n t  has sp e n t th e  in o rn in q  in  
re v ie w in g  v a r io u s  re p o r t s  and keeping  in  touch w ith  b o th  t l ie  
in t e r n a t io n a l  s i t u a t io n  and th e  d om e stic  s i t u a t io n .

I  have no p u b lic  announcements,

I  have n o th in g  to  add to  w hat has been p re v io u s ly  s a id .  
I f  you have any q u e s t io n s ,  I  w i l l  e n te r ta in  them and I  hope th e  
answ ers a re e n te r ta in in g ,

Q, Any sc hed u le ?

MR. REED Y : N o th in g ,

Q, Can we have a l id ?

MR, REED Y: I  am p e r fe c t ly  happy to  g iv e  you a 
luncheon l i d ,

Q, I s  th e re  any p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  P re s id e n t  t ra v e l in g  
t h i s  weekend?

MR, REED Y : I  d o n 't  know w hat th e  P re s id e n t  w i l l  
be d o ing  t h i s  weekend, A l ,  I n  th e  e v e n t some news comes up—

Q, P le a se  d o n 't  say i t ,

Q, W i l l  A l be among th e  f i r s t  to  know?

MR, REED Y : I  a lw ays m ^ e  i t  a p o in t  o f  t e l l i n g  A l f i r s t  
because I  lo ve  th e  e x p re s s io n  on h i s  face when he g e ts  th e  new s, 
b u t I  have n o th in g  to  announce on t h a t ,  and I  do n o t  know. I f  
th e re  a re  any deve lo p m ents, I  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  r e p o r t  them as 
ra p id ly  as I  can,

Q, You d o n 't  know e i t h e r  way?

MR, REED Y: T h a t  i s  r i g h t ,

Q, I  am g la d  you n a ile d  th a t  one down, C a r l.

MR, REED Y : T h a t  i s  th e  b u lld o g  b re e d .

Q, W hat w i l l  th e  P re s id e n t  be d o ing  t h i s  a fte rn o o n ?

 ̂ MR, REED Y: I  have n o th in g  on th e  sc h e d u le .

Q, Can you t e l l  u s a n y th in g  about h i s  m eeting  w ith  
G overnor Brown?
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MR, REED Y : No, I  have no in fo rm a t io n  on t h a t ,

Q. I s  th e  G overnor s t i l l  h e re ?

MR, REED Y: I  do n o t know.

Q. Do you know when th e  P re s id e n t  i s  g o ing  to  s ig n  
th e  Pay B i l l ,  George?

MR, REED Y : No, I  d o n 't  have th e  sc h e d u le .

Q. N o t today?

I4R, REED Y : I  have no knowledge th a t  he i s  s ig n in g
i t  to d a y ,

Q, Was t h i s  a breakdown ii>  com m unications o r  why was 
i t ,  o r  was i t  w e a th e r, o r  why was i t  t h a t  th e  announcement o f  
a c tio n  was made he re  about 1 1 :3 6  and i t  d id n ' t  take p lace u n t i l  
an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf  la t e r  o v e r th e re ?

l^R. REED Y : * The P re s id e n t  w ent on th e  a i r  a t  th e  tim e  
t h a t  he d id  a t  th e  recommendation o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se .
The  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fense  had v e r i f ie d  th a t  th e  p la n e s were und e r-  
way p r i o r  to  th e  tim e  th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  spoke and so  re p o rte d  
to  th e  P r e s id e n t .  I t  had been a n tic ip a te d  th a t  th e  p a th  o f  th e  
a i r c r a f t  to  th e .^ r ta rg e ts  w ould  be w i t h in  th e  range o f  th e  
N o rth  V ie tnam ese ra d a r. I t  was b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  ^^jnerican 
people sh o u ld  be in fo rm e d  o f  th e  r e t a l ia t o r y  a c tio n  by t h e i r  
own Government r a th e r  th a n  by re p o r t s  fro m  H a n o i,

Q, In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  P re s id e n t  announced i t  b e fo re  
th e  p la n e s a c tu a lly  g o t to  t h e i r  ta rg e t?  I s  th a t  w hat t h i s  
adds up to ?

MR, REED Y: I t  adds up to  w hat I  s a id .  I t  adds up to  
' th e  P re s id e n t  g o ing  on th e  a i r  a t  th e  tim e  he d id  a t th e  recom
m endation o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se .

Q. T h a t  was an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf  b e fo re  th e y  l e f t  th e
s h ip .

MR. REED Y : No. I  s a id  s p e c i f ic a l ly  th a t  th e  S e c re ta ry  
o f  D efense had v e r i f ie d  th a t  th e  p la n e s were underway p r io r  to  
th e  tim e  th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  spoke and so  re p o rte d  to  th e  P re s id e n t ,

Q, A c c o rd ing  to  w ha t th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  Defense s a id  
y e s te rd a y  a fte rn o o n , a t  5 :0 0 ,  t h a t  was an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf b e fo re  
th e  p la n e s l e f t  th e  s h ip .

MR. REED Y: I  w i l l  accept w ha te ve r tim e  th e  S e c re ta ry  
o f  D e fense  gave o u t .  I  s a id  th a t  i t  was a n tic ip a te d  th a t  th e  
p a th  o f  th e  a i r c r a f t  to  t h e i r  ta rg e ts  w ould  be w i t h in  th e  range  
o f N o rth V ie tn a m e se  ra d a r.

Q. The  S e c re ta ry  o f  D efense a d m itte d  th a t  he 
a p p a re n tly  made h i s  own announcement b e fo re  th e  p la n e s l e f t  
th e  s h ip .  q u e s t io n  t o  th e  Government i s —

MR, REED Y : W a it  a m in u te , S a ra h . I  have no in fo rm a t io n  
th a t  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D efense s a id  a n y th in g  b e fo re  th e  p la n e s  
l e f t  th e  s h i f , S a ra h ,
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Q. He s a id  about 1 2 :0 2  o r  1 2 :0 3  and the  p la n e s  
d id n ' t  le ave  u n t i l  about an h o u r~ a n d -a -h a lf la t e r ,

MR* REED Y: I  w i l l  r e f e r  you back to  th e  Defense  
D e p a rtm e nt.

Q. I  am ta k in g  i t  fro m  th e  D efense D ep a rtm e nt.

I>IR. REED Y : I  have n o t  seen o r  heard a n y th in g  
fro m  th e  D e fe nse  D ep a rtm e nt, S a ra h , th a t  th e re  was a n y th in g  
l i k e  an h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf  b e fo re  th e  p la n e s l e f t  th e  s h ip s .

Q. Were you w o rr ie d  f o r  fe a r  th a t  Hano i m ig h t 
scoop th e  W h ite  House? S e r io u s ly ,  now th a t  th e  word m ig h t come—

MR. REED Y : I t  was f e l t  th a t  th e  f i r s t  word sh o u ld  
come fro m  th e  Government o f  th e  Am erican people o f  t h i s  r e t a l i 
a to ry  a c t io n .

Q. The  P re s id e n t  has t o ld  u s  in  h i s  o f f ic e  th a t  
i f  th e re  were tim e s  yhen we f < i l t  we sh o u ld  see h im  th a t  v/e 
sh o u ld  p a ss th e  word on th ro u g h  yo u . What happened t h i s  week 
and th e  k in d  o f  in fo rm a t io n  th a t  i s  coming o u t o f  such m a tte rs  
su g g e s ts  th a t  t h i s  w ould  be th e  tim e  to  make such a p ro p o s a l.
Would i t  be p o s s ib le  to  re q u e s t th ro u g h  you a news conference?

MR. REED Y : S u r e ly .

Q. George, a l l  I  am t r y in g  to  s t r a ig h te n  o u t he re  
i s  t h i s :  The  announcement a p p a re n tly  was made by th e  P re s id e n t  
and th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe nse  in  W a sh ing to n  b e fo re  t l ie  p la n e s h i t .  
I s  th a t  c o rre c t?

MR, REED Y : The  announcement was made by th e  P re s id e n t  
a f t e r  he had been in fo rm e d  by th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fense  th a t  th e  
p la n e s had l e f t  th e  s h ip .

Q. Had l e f t  th e  s h ip ?

m. REED Y : R ig h t .

Q. As i t  tu rn e d  o u t ,  had th e y  a c tu a lly  l e f t  a t  
th a t  tim e  o r  was th e re  an e r r o r ?

MR. REED Y: No, th e re  was no e r r o r .

Q. An h o u r-a n d -a ~ h a lf la t e r  th e y  h i t .

MR, REED Y : I  d o n 't  know about th e  h o u r- a n d - a - h a lf .

Q, What I  am t r y in g  to  v e r i f y  i s  had th e  a c tio n  
a c tu a lly  taken p la ce  a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  f i r s t  announcement here?

MR. REED Y : S a ra h , a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  f i r s t  announcement 
h e re , th e  p la n e s had l e f t  th e  s h ip .  We were so  a d v ise d  by the  
S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se .

Q. As I  u n d e rs ta n d  i t ,  th e y  were s e v e ra l hundred  
m ile s  o f  th e  p lace fro m  ta rg e t .

Q. Y e s .

MOI^
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Q. No, 60 o r  7 0 .

Q. The  c a r r ie r s  w e re n 't .

Q. The P re s id e n t  was w a it in g  th ro u g h o u t th e  even ing  
u n t i l  he g o t t h i s  w ord fro m  S e c re ta ry  McNamara?

r iR . REED Y : Y e s , The  P re s id e n t  was n o t g o ing  to  
speak u n t i l  he had g o tte n  t h i s  word fro m  th e  S e c re ta ry .

Q, How much e a r l i e r  c o u ld  th e  P re s id e n t  have made 
t h i s  announcement? T h a t  i s  to  sa y , when was h i s  s ta te m e n t?
A t  w hat tim e  was h i s  s ta te m e n t f in is h e d ?

r-IR, R EED Y : I  am n o t g o ing  to  go in t o  th a t .

Q. I t  was on th e  te le p ro m p te r a t  9 : 5 0 .

Q, When d id  he go on th e  a i r ?

MR, R E E D Y H e  w ent on about 1 1 :3 0-so m e th in g .

Q. What tim e  d id  he g e t th e  c a l l  fro m  S e c re ta ry
McNamara?

MR, REED Y : I t  had been s h o r t ly  b e fo re  t h a t ,  v e ry
s h o r t ly ,

Q. George, th e  a ssu m p tio n  i s  t h a t  th e  P re s id e n t  
re ve a le d  to  th e  C o n g re s s io n a l Le a d e rs i n  th a t  m eeting  from  
6 :4 5  t o  7 :1 5  h i s  d e c is io n  and se c re c y  was m u tu a lly  agreed 
upon. Had th e  P re s id e n t  n o t i f ie d  and had th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  
D efe nse  n o t i f ie d  \ in its  i n  th e  F a r  E a s t  to  commence o p e ra tio n s  
p r i o r  to  t l ie  m eeting  w ith  th e  congressmen?

MR. REED Y : I  w ould  le ave  a q u e s t io n  l i k e  th a t  to  
th e  D efense  D e p a rtm e n t, Bob . I  w i l l  r e f e r  you back to  th e  
D efe nse  Departm ent on t l ia t  one, I  t h in k  th a t  i s  a m a tte r o f  
t h e i r  o p e ra t io n s ,

Q, Th e y  loaded th a t  te le p ro m p te r—

Q, 9 : 5 0 .

Q. He co u ld  have made th e  s ta te m e n t so m e th ing  l ik e  
an h o u r- a n d - a - h a lf  e a r l i e r .

MR, REED Y : FOR BACKGROTOID;

* * * * * * * *

E d d ie , th e  p o in t  i s ,  o b v io u s ly ,  when c e r ta in  o rd e rs  a re g iv e n ,  
you can p lace y o u r s e l f  i n  a p o s i t io n  to  do so m eth ing  once c e r ta in  
e v e n tu a l i t ie s  have ta ke n  p la c e , i n  t h i s  case th e  e v e n tu a li ty  o f  
th e  n o t i f ic a t io n  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  D e fe n se , T h a t  i s  an o b v io u s  
th in g ,

Q. Of th e  ta k e - o f f?  

m ,  REED Y : Y e s .

* * * * * * * *
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Q. Was th e re  any c o n ta c t w ith  Kh rushc he v  v ia  th e  
h o t l i n e  o r  a n y th in g ?

MR. REED Y : I  n e v e r d is c u s s  th e  h o t l i n e ,  H e le n ,

Q. Any coinm unication w ith  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n?

MR. REED Y: I  know o f  no d i r e c t  com m unications. 
O b v io u s ly  —  I  3cnow o f  no com m unica tions. I  w o u ld n 't  comment 
on them i f  I  d id .

Q, T h a t  was b o th  b e fo re  and s in c e ?

IIR .  REED Y : I  s a id  I  w o u ld n 't  comment on them.

Q. W e re n 't  th e re  some d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  re a c h in g  
S e n a to r G o ldw ate r? A t  f i r s t  he c o u ld n 't  be reached?

MR. REED Y : Y e s .

Q. C ould  you t e l l  u s when he f i r s t  s ta r te d  t r y in g  
to  reach him ?

MR. REED Y : No; I  d o n 't  v;ant to  go in t o  th e  
c h ro n o lo g y .

Q. Do you have a n y th in g  e ls e ?

Q. I s  i t  n o t  t r u e  th a t  when he d id  reach S e n a to r  
G oldv/a te r, he t o ld  h im  o f  t h i s  a c tio n ?

I4R. REED Y: Y e s , he read h im  th e  s ta te m e n t,

Q. T h a t  was n o t  t l ie  h o ld  up?

J4R. REED Y : I t  vms n o t a prob lem  a t  a l l .  T h a t  
was i r r e le v a n t  to  th e  t im in g  o f  th e  announcement, C a r l ;  i t  
was t o t a l ly  i r r e le v a n t .

Q. Can we s h i f t  to  a d o m e stic  m a tte r?  I  w ould  l ik e  
to  f in d  o u t i n  v ie w  o f  th e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  is s u e  th a t  f ig u re d  in  
th e  Te nne sse e  p rim a ry  w h e th e r th e  W h ite  House has any comment 
on M r, B a s s '  s u c c e s s o rs h ip  to  t h a t .

MR. REED Y : I  have n o th in g  to  say about i t ,

Q, D id  th e  P re s id e n t  send him  a te le g ra m ?

MR, REED Y : I  d o n ' t  know, I  w i l l  lo o k  in t o  i t ,

Q, C ould you f in d  o u t?

MR, REED Y : I  w i l l  f in d  o u t .

Q. What about th e  in a u g u ra l parade?

I4R. REED Y : I  have n o t  been able  to  f in d  o u t as y e t  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  a q u e s t io n  a g i ta t in g  th e  W h ite  House,

* Q, I s  th e  P re s id e n t  d e v o tin g  a n o tic e a b le  p o r t io n
o f  h i s  day to  th e  P o v e rty  B i l l  v o te ?  I s  he on th e  phone?

MR. REED Y: I  do n o t check th e  in d iv id u a l  phone 
c a l l s  he makes, S m it ty ,
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Q. George, f o r  background, w ould a p ru d e n t man 
pack a bag? Now, come on!

MR, REED Y : I f  I  co u ld  make such a recom m endation,
I  w o u ld , b u t I  cannot make any recom m endation. The o n ly  th in g  
I  can do i s  su p p ly  you w ith  w hat I  can when I  can.

Q. l>7ho was th a t  p ru d e n t man?

Q. I s  he h e re  again?

Q. C ould  a p ru d e n t man take  o f f  f o r  Rehobeth Beach, 
Delaw are to n ig h t?

TH E  P R E S S : Thank y o u , r i r .  S e c re ta ry .

E N D
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Sea Clashes in Asia
P T  Attacks Said to Sh"w U. S. Nê 'd 
Of Small Craft W ith  Conventional Guns

News
Analysis

By HANSON VV
The attaoUs by N orth  Viet

namese torpedo boats on United  
States destroyei's operating in 
the G ulf of Tonkin could have 
diplomatic and m ilita ry impli
cations aside from contributing 
to international tension.

Communist countries, experts 
on maritime law note, have fre
quently attempted to assert 

th e ir  ,sovereignt,y 
over gulfs, bays or 
seas p a r t ly  en
closed by the ir land 
areas. The  Gulf of 
Tonkin is  bordered 

by China’s Hainan Island on the 
east, the Chinese mainland to 
the east and north and North  
Vietnam on the west.

The  torpedo attacks could be 
another attempt to t ry  to en
force a de facto interpretation 
by the Communists of the ir 
sovereignty over vast areas of 
the high seas.

T h is  e ffo rt has always been 
resisted by the United States 
and other great maritime pow
ers. President Johnson's orders 
to the Navy to shoot back rep
resent another reenforcement of 
traditional American doctrine  
freedom of the high seas.

The torpedo attacks could 
also reflect growing imeasiness 
in  N orth  Vietnam. There have 
been repeated hints from Saigon 
and Washington that N orth  
Vietnam m ight be attacked i f  
aid to the Communist guerrillas 
In the South was increased.

Small  scale guerrilla opera
tions across N orth  Vietnam's 
land and sea frontie rs have been 
conducted sporadically by South 
Vietnamese forces.

The United States Navy has 
created a coimterpart of the 
A rm y’s Special Forces. These 
are called S E A L  units (Sea A ir  
and Land). They are trained 
to carry out surreptitious intel
ligence missions, sabotage or 
other operations behind enemy 
lines.

The forces can be put ashore 
from  submarines, gunboats or 
other small cra ft or can be 
parachuted or landed by sea
plane.
N orth  Vietnam Tightens Guard

The  threat of attack has 
forced N o rth  Vietnam, accord
ing to reports in Washington, 
to increase its  beach patrols 
and coast watchers and to 
strengthen precautions against 
intelligence patrols, guerrillas, 
sabotage and air raids. Hanoi 
is  represented as being “j i t
tery.”

However, the attack yester
day, coming two days after the 
attack on the Maddox, would 
seem to indicate considerably 
more than nervousness on the 
part of Hanoi. I t  may reflect a 
deliberate policy of attempting 
to goad the United States into 
reta lia tory action.

Fro m  the United States 
Navy’s point o f view, the tech
nical implications of the Gulf 
of To n k in  incidents are two
fold. The  attacks put attention

•. RAl.n\VlN
on an issue that has been of 
increasing concern to many na
val officers in the age of the 
missile the declining gun pow
er of the United States fleets. 
They also underline the impor
tance of the construction until 
recently neglected— of small, 
fa st motor gunboats or torpedo 
boats and shallow water coastal 
craft.

The Maddox is one of the 
relatively few destroyers in the 
Navy that retain all the ir gun 
power.

M ost old destroyer types have 
been modernized by F R A M I  
and P R A M II conversions (fleet 
rehabilitation and moderniza
tion) and some of the ir guns 
have been replaced by m issiles 
and special antisubmarine w ar
fare gear.

The  Maddox, completed In 
1944, s t i l l  retains six 5-inch 38- 
calihpr guns and six 3-inch 50- 
caliber.

Many other ships now have 
very limited gun power. Vhe 
smaller vessels are equipped 
either w ith  Te rr ie r or Ta rta r  
antiaircraft m issiles and the 
cruisers w ith Talos. These mis
siles have a limited  dual-pur- 
po.se capability against both 
surface and a ir targets, but 
the ir accuracy against sea ta r
gets is doubtful.

Most newer .»hips are armed 
chiefly w ith missiles.

The  Tu rn e r Joy, which joined 
the Maddox on patrol in the 
TonRin Gulf, s t il l  has three 5  
inch 54 caliber guns and four 
3-inch 50-caliber.

The craft, bu ilt in  1959, is 
due to be modernized and Ta rta  
missiles may replace many of 
her guns.

The  importance of defensive 
gunfire against the torpedo 
boat attack in  the G ulf of To n
kin may mark to the joy of 
many officers the renaissance 
of the naval gun.

Vulnerability Increased
The  reduced gun power of 

the fleet and the v irtua l elmi 
nation from large shop aiTna  
ments of small caliber, rapid  
fire  guns  20 mm. and 40 mm. 

 tend to make large 
ships more vulnerable to 
torpedo boat attack.

T h is  is  especially true  since 
some Soviet motor torpedo 
boats, roughly the same size as 
the N orth  Vietnamese boats 
that attacked the Maddox, are 
now equipped w ith  15 mile 
cruise type missiles designed fo r  
use against surface targets.

Another United States de
ficiency underlined by the at
tacks in the G ulf o f Tonk in  is  
the scarcity of high-speed, shal
low water coastal c ra ft and 
motor gunboats, torpedo boats 
and patrol craft.

N orth  Vietnam is  believed to 
have about 50 high-speed craft 
of th is  type, built in  Communist 
China or the Soviet Union. Com
munist China has more 
than 200, perhaps as many as 
400.

WASHINGTON POST 5 AUGUST 1964

President Johnson’s 
Address to the Nation

The following is the  official tex t  of President Johnson s 
address to the Nation last night:

My fellow Americans:
As President and Com

mander in  Chief, i t  is my 
duty to the American peo
ple to report that renewed 
hostile actions, against U .S. 
ships on the high seas in  
the G u lf of To nk in  have to
day required me to order 
the m ilita ry  forces of the 
United States to take action 
in  reply.

The  in itia l a t t a c k  on 
the destroyer Maddox, on 
August 2, was repeated to
day by a number of hostile 
vessels attacking two U .S . 
destroyers w ith  torpedoes. 
The  destroyers, and sup
porting aircraft, acted at 
once on the orders I  gave 
after the in itia l act o f ag
gression. We believe at least 
two of the attacking boats 
were sunk. There were no 
U .S . losses.

The  performance of com

States of America. The  de
termination of all Americans 
to carry out our fu ll  com
mitment to the people and 
government of South Viet  
Nam w ill be redoubled by 
th is outrage.

Yet our response, fo r the 
present, w ill be lim ited and 
fitting . We Americans know, 
although others appear to 
forget, the risks of spread
ing conflict. Wo s t i l l  seek no 
wider war.

I  have instructed the Sec
retary of State to make th is  
position totally clear to 
friends, to adversaries, and 
indeed to all. I  have in
structed Ambassador Steven
son to raise th is matter im
mediately and urgently be
fore the Security Council of 
the United Nations.

F ina lly , I  have today met 
with the leaders of both par
ties in  the Congress of the 
United States, and I  have in
formed them that I  sh  
immediately request

manders and crews in  th is  Congress to pass a r- 
engagement is  in  the high  ^ion making i t  clear f  
est tradition of the United Government is  unit. 
States Navy. determination to

m t 'repeated acts o f vio- necpsary measur 
;e against the a riSi L  of freedom 

forces o f the United States 
must be met not only w ith  
alert defenSfe, but w itn  posl  
t ivg rfein y. T Tiar ^ eply is

you. A ir  action is  now m 
e^agytfon against gun ^oats 
and certain supporting fa  
f i l i t ie s  ot vipt: Nam „
which have been used in  . .
these nostiie operations.
• h T the la rg e ^ e h ig; th is  ,
new act of aggression, aimed 
directly at our own forces, 
again brings home to all o f .
us in  the United States the 
importance of the struggle 
fo r peace and security in  ^
Southeast Asia. Aggression 
by te rro r against the peace  
fu l villagers of South Viet  ®
Nam has now been joined 
by open aggression on the 
high seas against the United

introduced, 
peditiouslj 
passed w;

1 F

A ll o f these are believed to 
be armed w ith  small caliber 
guns and torpedoes, not w ith  
missiles. Some reports have in
dicated that Communist China 
has some cruise type missiles, 
apparently shore based.

The  United States Navy re
cently bought several N or
wegian built, wooden-hulled mo
to r torpedo boats and i t  has 
recommissioned four United  
States-built, aluminlmum-hulled 
boats.

In  addition to these fa st  
patrol craft (P C F), about seven 
motor gunboats (PG M ), o f con
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NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE 5 AUGUST 1964

2 Reds Sunk 
In  a 3~Hour 
Night Battle

By T o m  Lam bert  
O/ The Herald Tribune Staff

W ASHING TO N. 
North Vietnamese Communist torpedo boats attacked 

two American destroyers in the G ulf of Tonkin yesterday. 
The attack was the second on American ships in the Gulf 
hi three days.

The  latest attack was £t bristling, night time assault in  
which two of the Red boats were believed sunk and two 
others damaged by United States warships and their car
rier-based jet plane escorts.

A Pentagon spokesman said last night:
•'The attackers were driven off w ith no United States 

casualties, no h its and no damage to either destroyer,” 
the spokesman said.

Reportedly enraged by the Red attack, President John
son immediately summoned Congressional leaders from  
both parties to the W hite House fo r a report of the latest 
sea battle.

Secretary of State Dean R iisk  and some members of 
the Joint Chiefs of Sta fI came to the White House fo r a 
Presidential meeting shortly beforfi the congressional 
leaders arrived.

U. s. WARIVING
I t  came shortly after the United States had warned 

North Viet Nam that grave consequences  w ould follow 
f  i t  staged fu rth e r unprovoked offensive m ilita iy action 

ainst United i^tates forces.
There was no indication Immediately i f  the President 
d order any fu rther response to the North Vietnamese 

High Administration sources declined comment 
lestioned on that point, 

ships attacked yesterday were the Maddox and 
Joy. The  Maddox fought off a three-boat Red 
day in  the Tonkin Gulf, between the North  
■ oast and the Chinese Communist Island of

Johnson Sunday ordered the Joy to join the 
; the latter ship was atUcked. The President 

anes to escort the destroyers and ordered 
ailors to shoot to k ill i f  attacked again.

‘ RED ATTACK
deliberate attack on the Maddox and 

0 10:30 p. m. Viet Nam time (10:30 a. m. 
.vhile the destroyers were cruising: in  

 patrol in the Tdnkin G ulf In interna  
65 miles from the nearest land, the 
said.
said, An undetermined number of 

 pedo boats” staged the attack. Other 
o six Red boats were involved.

■*y reports indicate the attack was a 
engagement in  a turbulent sea, with  

3 firing  lots of torpedoes,” as one 
put it, and the American destroyers 
hall of shells, rockets and machine

:ation how close the Red torpedoes 
warships in the battles, which re  

In ee hours from firs t  contact until 
H  the fight.

ast two torpedo boats were sunk 
j by American lire , the Pentagon

before he called in  the Congres  
at met w ith the National Security 
iuled several days ago.

I t  was unknown immediately i f  the sunken and dam
aged Communist boats jwere the victims of the American 
destroyers  fire or had bee i h it by the escorting jets from 
the carriers Ticondertisa_S!.nd Constellation. The Ticonde  
roga has been operating off the North Vietnamese coast re
cently. The Constellation and three e.scorting destroyers 
sailed yesterday from Hong Kong.

Last night s sea fight apparently was at least as intense 
as Sunday s Tonkin  G ulf battle when the Maddox P.red 151 
rounds of five inch and 132 rounds of three inch ammuni
tion during a 21 minute engagement w ith three Red to r
pedo boats, and the destroyer s escorting jets lashed the 
attacking Communist craft with eight Zun i rockets and 
more than 800 machine-gun bullets.

One of the three Red boats was sunk and the other two 
damaged in that daylight fight.

W ith  the entry of the Constellation s task force Into 
yesterday s light, the United States now has a powerful 
naval force in  the Tonkin  G ulf. I t  includes the guided 
missile frigate Gridley and the destroyers Fechteler and 
Preston escorting the Constellation, plus the Maddox, Joy 
and probable several other destroyers with the Ticonderoga.

The Pentagon spokesman did not give the precise 
location of last night s battle, but i t  apparently occurred 
near the scene of the Sunday attack.

Th e  State Department s warning to North Viet Nam 
noted grave conseuqences  would result i f  t i  staged any 
more assaults on American naval forces.

The  warning was sent to the American Embassy in  
Saigon, apparently for forwarding to North Viet Nam 
through the three nation (Canada, India, Poland) In te r
national Control Commission charged w ith supervising 
peace efforts in  Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia.

Th e  firs t, unoflicial reports here about last night s 
fight indicated the Communists had used planes. However, 
informed sources said later that no Red aircraft had been 
involved.

Shortly  after the attack reports began circulating. 
President Johnson summoned Republican and Democratic 
Congressional leaders to the White House. House Repub
lican leader Charles A. Halleck, Ind., said he presumed 
the latest fight would be discussed.

Eavlier, the President lunched with Secretary of State 
Dean Rusk. Defense Secretary Robert McNamara and W. 
McGeorge Bundy, M r. Johnson s adviser on national se
curity affairs, as well as the Security Council, I t  is assumed 
the battle was discussed at those sessions.

The  Communist attacks on the American destroyers 
came shortly after the United States diclosed it  was in
creasing by up to 6,000 the estimated 16,300 American m ili
tary advisers and instructors now on duty in South Viet 
Nam.

I t  was uncertain, however, i f  the Red attacks were 
responses to the American build up.

There is no doubt here the attacks were deliberate, 
as proven by their repetition. The North Vietnamese crews 
which attacked the Maddox Sunday in clear, sunny weather 
could have had no difficulty in sighting the ship s American 
flag. Last night s attack apparently came after the Commu
n ist radar^ locators spotted the two American warships.

The  American destruction Sunday and last night of 
three North Vietnamese torpedo boats may have reduced 
markedly the Communist fleet of such craft.

Jane s Fighting Ships says North Viet Nam has 16 
Russian built P 4 motor torpedo boats. They are 50 ton 
high rpeed craft which carry several torpedoes each and 
are armed w ith heavy machine-guns.

HANOI PRESS S ILE N T
From  Cable Dispatches

SAIGON.
W ith  the U. S. S . Maddox under torpedo boat attack 

fo r the second time in three days. North Vietnamese s till 
have not learned of the f irs t  attack. The Communist 
People’s Daily in  Hanoi, North Viet Nam s capital, made 
no mention of the attack as it  exhorted the armed forces 
to be vigilant.

In  South Viet Nam yesterday, another American 
special forces enlisted man was ambushed and killed along 
with four South Vietnamese soldiers w ith whom he was 
riding in a jeep. The five were returning to their base 
from  a village where they were helping to clear fields 
crops when they ran Into a Communist Viet Con* ambush. 
The  enlisted man was the 180th American to die in combat 
hPre .■noe 1961 In Pddition to 84 other Americans who 
have died to other causes.

2 F

WAIL STREET JOURNAL 5 AUGUST 1964
Defense appropriations of $46.7 billion 

passed both the House and Senate yesterday. 
The measure includes $207 million for recently 
approved m ilitary pay rises. The total is  1719 
million less than Johnson requested and $1.4 
billion less than appropriated last year.
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H E W S  RBLEASB
OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS)

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D.C.  - 2 0 3 0 1

P L E A S E  N O T E  D A T E

HviMEDI^E RELEASE Axigust 6, 196k

SUMMAEY OF CARRIER AIJR STR IK ES  
AGAINST TARGETS IN  NORTH VIETNAM

NO. 579-6^+ ^
Oxford 5-3201  ( In fo . )
Oxford 7-3189  (Copies) '

Fo llo w in g  are the r e s u l t s ,  based on la te s t  re p o r ts ,  o f the  6k a ttack  
s t r ik e  s o r t ie s  flow n from  the  U .S .  Navy a i r c r a f t  c a r r ie rs  USS TICONDEROGA 
and USS CONSTELLATION to  f iv e  ta rg e ts  in  the  G ii lf  o f To n k in , N orth  Vietnam:

(a) Of the  some 30 p a tro l c ra f t  s ig h te d  d uring  the  a tta c k s, i t  i s  
i s  estim ated th a t 25 p a tro l boats were destroyed o r damaged.

(b) N ine ty  percent o f petroleum  storage f a c i l i t y  a t VINH destroyed.

(c ) Seven ( 7 ) a n t ia i r c r a f t  in s ta l la t io n s  in  VINH area destroyed o r 
se ve re ly  damaged.

The USS TICONDEROGA a i r c r a f t  conducted th re e  o f the  a tta cks ag a inst 
N o rth  Vietnam p a tro l boat concentra tions and t h e i r  assoc ia ted support 
f a c i l i t i e s .  One s t r ik e  was on the  boats and f a c i l i t i e s  located a t QUANG KHE. 
The second and t h i r d  were on a d d itio n a l boats and a c tiv it ie s  a t PHUC LOI and 
on the  petroleiam storage area located a t nearby VINH. In  a d d itio n , the re  
was a lso  a r e - s t r ik e  made on the  VINH o i l  storage area.

15 a.m. E E ^  was ac- 
a t PHUC L O I. in c lu ding

The QUANG KHE a tta c k , which took place a 
complished by 6 F -8  "C rusader" je t s .  The s t r ik e  au j i iuo 
the  nearby o i l  storage area a t VINH, was conducted at([^'T25 a.la^ Ê OT̂ y  6 
F -8  "C ru sa d e r," 6 A-U "Skyhawk," and U A-1 "S k y ra id e r^ ~ a irc ra ft l Ten A-4 
" ^ Y havk" and 4 F ^8 "C rusader" J e ts  p a rtic ip a te d  in  the  r e - s t r ik e  a t VINH

An'estim ated 8 storage tanks were se t ablaze d\aring the  
f i r s t  a tta cK '’ori VINH. From 2 to  ^ a d d itio n a l tanks were se t sM Sa e  during  
the  second ra id .

Moderate a n t ia i r c r a f t  f i r e  was encountered d uring  the  f i r s t  s t r ik e  
on VINH and 2 a n t ia i r c r a f t  p o s it io n s  near the o i l  storage area were attacked 
and destroyed. D uring  the r e - s t r ik e ,  a heavier concentra tion o f a n t ia i r 
c ra f t  was encountered and an -estimated 5 guns o f a 6 -gun p o s it io n  were 
subsequently destroyed.

One ( 1 ) "C rusader" a i r c r a f t  susta ine d  f la k  damage d u ring  the f i r s t  
attack on VINH but proceeded s a fe ly  to  DANANG, South Vietnam.

Navy a i r c r a f t  from  the  c a r r ie r  CONSTELLATION began a simultaneoij^  
attack on the  rem aining two ta rg e ts ,  HON GAY and LOC CHAO a t ($;45 a.m^ E D S  ̂
Ten ( 1 0 ) A-k "Skyhaw ks," 2 F -4  "Phantom s," and h A-1 "Skyra idersT**  
p a rtic ip a te d  in  the  a ttack on HOW GAY, F iv e  (5 ) A-4 "Skyhawks, "  3 F-4  
"Phantom s," and A-1 "S k y ra id e rs "  p a rtic ip a te d  in  the  ra id  on LOC CHAO.

MORE

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



^

F iv ^  ( 5 ) p a tro l c ra ft  were s ig h te d  d u ring  the  a ttack on HON GAY and i t  
was estim ated th a t a l l  5 were destroyed.- At LOG CHAO, 2 o f the  6 p a tro l c ra ft  
sig h te d  w ere■s e r io u s ly  damaged. Bo th  a tta cks la s te d  25 m inu te s.

A ir c r a f t  a tta c k in g  HON GAY experienced moderate to  hee.-vy a n t ia i rc ra f t  
f i r e  d tir in g  the  a ttack from  numerous gun p o s it io n s  on the h i l l  overlooking  
the  harbor. A lso , a l l  ope ra ting  guns aboard a l l  o f  the p a tro l c ra ft  were 
f i r e d  throughout the  a tta c k . The Navy a i r c r a f t  u t i l i z e d  2 .7 5 "  rocket and 
20mm s t ra f in g  a tta cks a t bo th  HON GAY and LOG CHAO.

One ( 1 ) A-k "Skyhawk" from  CONSTELLATION was shot down by a n t ia i rc ra f t  
f i r e  diuring the  a ttack on HON GAY. The p i lo t  reported  he was h i t  a f te r  
completing h is  second a ttack on the  p a tro l boats in  HON GAY harbor. He 
ind ica ted  th a t h is  plane was u n c o n tro lla b le  and th a t he was e je c tin g . 
W itn e ss in g  p i lo t s ,  who were a lso  being subjected to  heavy a n t ia i r c r a f t  f i r e ,  
ind ic a te d  th a t they saw a sp la sh  approxim ately 3 m ile s  from  the  harbor 
entrance, which could have been the  downed "Skyhawk." A 60 second "beeper" 
which i s  no rm a lly  ac tiva te d  when a chute opens was heard over the  ra d io , 
but th e re  has been no confirmed re p o rt o f the  s ig h t in g  o f a parachute.
L t .  (JG) E v e re tt  A lv a re z , J r . ,  o f San Jo se , C a lifo rn ia , p re v io u s ly  reported  
as m is s in g , was the  p i lo t  o f t h i s  plane.

A second a i r c r a f t  from  CONSTELLATION, an A-1 "S k y ra id e r"  was lo s t  due 
to  a n t ia i r c r a f t  f i r e  d u rin g  the  a ttack on LOG CHAO. No parachute was seen 
and the a i r c r a f t  was observed to  crash in to  the  sea in  the  v ic in i t y  o f the  
I/5C CHAO ESTUARY.

A t h i r d  a i r c r a f t  from  CONSTELLATION, an A-1 "S k y ra id e r"  was h i t  by 
a n t ia i r c r a f t  f i r e  in  the v ic in i t y  o f LOG CHAO but: made a safe  re tu rn  to  
the  sh ip  w ith  m inor damage.

END

■ ' ■ ■ ■■■">»  ^
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5  E  2  s .  I S  B 1 E  £  E

VO IC S: P re ss  Conference, USj&i 

(M usic , ,  ,Up and out)

VOE!£: Fro o  W ashington, the Voice o f Aiaorica b rin g s  you 

P re ss  Conference, IS A , an unrehearsed panel d isc u ss io n  program in  

which a key f ig u re  in  the nevrs i s  questioned by th re e  Washington 

correspondents *'

Our guest t h i s  week i s  the Deputy Se c re ta ry  o f Defense,

To  in troduce our panel, here i s  Bobert Ziodge, the  

Moderator o f P re ss  Conference, USA,

LODGE: Deputy Se c re ta ry  C yriis Vance had been sec(»}d 

rank ing  c iv i l ia n  o f f ic ia l  in  the Defense Departiaent sinc e  January 

o f t h i s  ye a r. He p re v io u s ly  served as Se c re ta ry  o f the Army and 

General Counsel o f the  Defense Departiaent. A naval o f f ic e r  d uring  

W orld War I I ,  Se c re ta ry  Vance served on d e s tro y e rs . A f te r  the  

war he entered the p ra c tice  o f law, la te r  served as Sp e c ia l Counsel 

to  the  Senate Armed Se rv ic e s and Space Committees bef(xre cotning to  

work fo r  Defense Se c re ta ry  Bo b e rt McNamara a t  the  Defense Dapart  

.m ent.

F o r bo th , Am erica 's m i l i ta r y  posture  in  Sou the a st A sia  

has been o f major concern in  recent days. Se c re ta ry  Vance has 

v is i te d  the area se v e ra l tim e s.

T o  q u e stio n  the Deputy Defense S e c re ta ry , we have a 

panel o f d is tix ig u ish e d  correspondents. Gentlemen, would you 

id e n t i fy  yoursel\ i .
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■Sa Ci-v.

DEEOCEE: Lo u is  Derocho o f tho Fsrexich Agency,

FRYm TKD: B lchard  FryklxmA, Pentagon Correspondent fo r  

The Waabington S t a r .

HAYliQND: Jack Bajimond o f the  York  Tiioes Washijsgton

Bureau*

LODGE; ve \7llX begin our q u e stio n in g  t^ ith  S r«  Rayu

iQond t9bo b iiQ se lf baa J u s t  re tu rn e d  from  a t r i p  to  South  Vietnam.

1 '̂SZaOHD: U r«  S e c re ta ry , has th e re  been any n iX lta ry  

re a c tio n  from  the Cossaunlsts a t a l l  in  l ig h t  o f our ra i4 s  on N orth  

Vietnam, and i f  n o t, as Ind icated in  recent re p o rts^  I s  i t  sa fe  to  

assume th a t t h i s  p a rt ic u la r  m i l i ta r y  c r i s i s  la  over?

VANCE: We hope v e ry  much, Sr*^ Raycwnd, th a t t h i s  m i l l *  

ta ry  c r i j s l s  i s  over. T o  answer your sp e c if ic  q u e stio n , ve have 

no in d ic a tio n s  o f m i l i ta r y  movements s inc e  the  a c tio n  which Mvas 

taken. However, I  th in k  I t  i s  reasonable to  assume th a t the  K o rth  

Vistnamese may ask fo r  combat a i r  sup p o rt from  the Comimnlst p h ln e se , 

aiA th a t  such sup p ort v l lX  be g iven.,

RA'VMCBfD: Zs th e re  anyth ing  th a t we can do alx>ut th a t?  

VAIJCB: Ko, th e re ’s  noth ing  we can do about th a t .

L3I3GE; Wf, Fryklund^^,

FRYKZ^nn): Have you seen the  reconnaissance photos o f 

the damage done d u rin g  the ra id s?

VAKCE; So , Z have no t seen the photos, I l r .  y ry k lu n d .

Those photos are s t i l l  o u t in  the  P a c if ic ,.  Xt w i l l  bo se v e ra l days 

before they w ll . .  je  received back in  Washln{^«;on»,
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FRYKLUND: Do you koow what daoaga they show o u tsid e  

o f tho m il i ta r y  basos th a t we*vo h i t ?

VAKCE; X understaod th a t they show very  l i t t l e  daiaai^ 

outsixle of the m i l i ta r y  bases v^hich were h i t ,

FRYELUND: Was the re  a d e lib e ra te  e f f o r t  to  con fine  the  

dainage to  the bases and i f  so , ho9 d id  the Kavy loake t h i s  e f fo r t?

VANCE: The re  was a d e lib e ra te  e f f o r t  to  se le c t the  

s p e c if ic  ta rg e ts ,  nastely, the m i l i ta r y  bases tnhich were to  be h i t  

and h i t  theja v i t h  p re c is io n . The Kavy had ta rg e t fo Zd e rs  on each 

o f these in s ta l la t io n s  and conducted t h e i r  a tta c ks in  accordance 

' f f i th  in s t ru c t io n s  whiQh they received from  t h e i r  Ta sk  Force com  

jcander *

LODGE; H r ,  Oeroche^

DiSROClIE; S i r »  2lr», McK^siara to ld  u s a t  h is  la s t  p re ss  

conference th a t Ncurth Vietnam^ >does no t have, any m i l i ta r y  combat 

a ir c r a f t  o f i t s  oc7n. Xo th a t case, what would happen to  the  

planes th a t  they cculd receive from  Peking^, Would the  Chinese 

a i r c r a f t  have N orth  Vietnam p i lo t s ,  o r Chinese p i lo ts ?

VA l^E: We don*t know the answer to  th a t ,  M r. Deroche, 

but we do know th a t some N o rth  Vietnamese p i lo t s  have been re  

c e iv in g  t ra in in g .  As to  whether any a i r c r a f t  which would be sup

p lie d  would be flo w n  by N o rth  Vietnamese or by Communist Chinese 

we sim p ly  don’ t  know the answer»

LODGE: M r, Raymond,

RAYUQK i l r .  Vance, how do you f« I  about the re a c tio n
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abroad, th a t I s ,  frcm  our a l l ie s  as w e ll  as from  n e u tra ls  and fo e s?

TAKCE; X th in k  the re a c tio n  from  both our a l l ie s  and 

o th e rs throughout the  w orld  has been g e n e ra lly  ve ry  favorab le  to  

the a c tio n  which the  U n ite d  S ta te s  to o k . The a c tio n  which we took  

was in  response to  a d e lib e ra te , unprovoked a tta c k  in  In te rn a tio n a  

a l  w a te rs•> Our a c tio n  was f i r m  and prompt, and we hope ve ry  much 

th a t the  f  iramess and promptness o f our re a c tio n  w i l l  d e te r fxurther 

a c ts o f aggression by the Cacm unists. 

lODGE: U r ,  F ry k lu n d ,

FRYKLUNO: We d id  n o t re ta l ia te  to  the  f i r s t  a tta c k  by 

the p a tro l boats • Why not?

VANCE: We d id  re ta lia te ^  We re ta lia te d  by s in k in g  one 

of the boats which was a tta c k ii^  the  d e stro jre r 2Saddosc»

FBVm JKD: B u t Z mean we d id n 't  s t r ik e  then the bases 

of those F T  b o a ts. Why d id n 't  we do i t  a t  th a t  tim e?

TAKCB: Because we assumed th a t perhaps the a tta c k  was . 

one brought about by m ista ke . Bonever, when the second a tta c k  oc  

c u rre d , i t  was q u ite  <^lear t l ia t  the re  was no mlBtake and th e re fo re  

we re ta lia te d .

rRYKUJND; How could the  f i r s t  one have been a m istake? > 

VA2CS: The answer to  th a t ,  tfr^> F ry k lu n d , i t  m ight have 

been p o ss ib le  th a t  somebody in  one o f th e p a tro l boats took a c tio n  

w ith o u t c o n su ltin g  w ith  h is  government and th e re fo re  i t  would be 

a m istake on the  p a rt o f an in d iv id u a l.

lO X E .  M r. Deroche. /
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D^OCHE: We havo beoQ toXd, U r .  Secro taxy, th a t H o rtb  

Vletoam has lo s t  a su b sta n tla X  p o rt cxf i t s  navy vhon 25 of i t s  

_ p a tro l boats ^voro dajaagod or sank on Wednesday, Could you he more

sp e c if ic  and g ive u s your oEsrn e s tlo a te  o f the  percentage o f N o rth  

Vietnamese naval lo sse s  due to  the American a c tio n  then?

TAKCE: &lk, ou r reconnaisance photographs taken a f te r  the  

ra id  tend to  su b s ta n tia te  the  e s tis ia te s  loade by l i r «  McNaxoara a t  

h is  f i r s t  p re ss conference* namelyf th a t about 25 o f the  boats 

^»ero damaged or sunk . * ^ i8  i s  about tv o th ird s  o f the  K o rth  

Vietnainese naval f le e t ,

Cpuld you be store sp e c if io  on.is:ha^ the  N o rth  

V ie t i^ e s e  f le e t  c o n s is ts  o f?

) VANC£: Xt c o n s is ts  p r im a r ily  o f two types o f c r a f t .

The so -c a lle d  ssta43ur (? ) gunbc^ts and the  P T-4  motor torpedo boats. 

There  are a ls o  some sub< chasers, but the b u lk  o f the  f le e t  i s  o f 

the f i r s t  two ty p e s,

LOXCS: &Cr. Bayxnond.

RAm>ND: M r. S e c re ta ry , the stain f r o n t  in  V is tn a n  has 

been the insurgency f r o n t ,  in  So u th  Vietnam, And, assuming th a t 

t h i s  p a rtic u Ja r m i l i ta r y  c r i s i s  as we7. a l l  hope la  a ve r, th a t s t i l l  

leaves us w ith  the problem o f the  g u e r i l la  w a rfa re  and the  in s u r  

^  gency and cou3 ter<>insurgency in  South  Vietnam, Has th e re  been any

in d ic a tio n  as a conseqitence o f the c r i s i s  the V ie t  Cong Communists 

have in  fa c t  stepped up a number of in c id e n ts , the  harassm ents, 

and the o the r ^ u tio n s  they*ve taken aga in^. the  Gcvernment in

6
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South  Viotnaxa?

7

)

VAKCE: Wa have no in d ic a tio n s  to  th a t e f fe c t yet* l i r .  

Bajrmoixl, but I  t?ould assume th a t t h i s  i s  a most l ik o ly  consequezice 

o f the a c t iv i t ie s  o f the la s t  eeveraX days. So X vou2d not be a t 

a l l  s u rp r is e d  to  see a i&arked increase in  V ie t  Cong a c t iv i t ie s *  

XODGE: M r, F ry k la n d ,

FBYKLUKD: WeXl» in  th a t connection» JSr« Vance, t h i s  

insurgency has been going on fo r  a number o f ye a rs, Z t  has c o st 

the U n ite d  S ta te s  an in c re a s in g ly  anount in  men and su p p lie s  and

money and most re c e n tly  v>as announced th a t th e re  would be a eub
/

s t a n t ia l  increase in  the number o f people ve are sending over 

th e re . Bow do you fo resee  the  u lt im a te , what v i l l  be the end o f 

. the road f o r  u s in  South  Vietnam?

VANCE: We vfould hope, U r ,  Raymond, th a t by the  a ssis ta n c e  

V7bich VQ a re  g iv in g  and w i l l  g ive to  the South  Vietnamese to  par  

m lt them to  so  meet the  V ie t  Cong insurgency th a t in  the  event 

they could c o n tro l i t  and b rin g  i t  to  a s i tu a t io n  vhere i t  could 

be c o n tro lle d  by p o lic e typ e  a c tio n  ra th e r than m i l i ta r y  fo rc e ,

^ FRYKLUND: W e ll,  do you see any s ig n  o f t h i s  happening

because up u n t i l  ve ry  re c e n tly , the  opposite has taken place, the  

c rim in a l harassments have increased non to  the p o in t where they  

^  c o n s t itu te  re a l m i l i ta r y  b a tt le s  a g a in st the  Governaent and what

reason do we have nov,tdboe the  Government have sov th a t even the  

increase of say 4  o r 5 thousand men these are nxsabers th a t have 

been repctrted--would change t h i s  tid e ?
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VAKCE: X want to  joaIs  ̂ i t  ve ry  c le a r , U r«  Bayaond, th a t  

X th in k  ve *re  in  fo r  a long , bard f ru B t ra t lo g  « a r«  And X ca n*t 

p re d ic t, and I  doubt t f  th e re 's  anybody «ho eaa p re d ic t ho« long 

t h i s  v i l l  go on. X th in k  «e  can le a rn  f ro n  h is to r y  th a t I t  took  

over 10 years in  l iy la s la  to  put dovn the insurgexxsy e f f o r t ;  8 

years in  the F h l l lp p in e s .  So X th in k  «•  a re , as X s a id , in  fo r  

a long , hard s t ru g g le ,

LODGS: ZSr. Deroche^

OESQCHE: Could you t e l l  \is, J i r .  S e c re ta ry , when the

p resent d e stro ye r p a tro l in  the G u lf o f To n k in  i s  going to  end?

W i l l  i t  rcsune from  tim e to  time to  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  c o u n try 's

de te rm ina tion  to  operate f re e ly  on the h ig h  seas?

VASCS: The p a tro l t v i l l  end w ith in  the  next fe v  days,

and s im i la r  p a tro ls  v i l l  be ru n  again in  the fu tu re ^

VOJCRmi^hen the  p a tro l ends v i l l  the re  be a h ia tu s ,  in

o the r laords, v i l l  there  be a period in  which th e re  i s  oo V* S .

d e stro y e r in  the G u lf o f To n k in  a f te r  the  n e st fe v  days?

VAKCE; 2lr« Raymond, t h i s  g e ts in to  o p e ra tio n a l lo a tte rs

 which X d o n 't  th in k  we should  d is c u s s .

VOICS: In  the  p a s t, E r *  S e c re ta ry , have we always had

a d e stro y e r o r some so u the rn  f le e t  sh ip s  in  the To n k in  G u lf?

2 )  TANCS: No, we have not always had sh ip s  in  the  Toxikln

G u lf• T h i s  has va rie d  from  time to  tim e ,

VOZCJS: Why i s  i t  necessary, U r ,  S e c re ta ry , f o r  our 
G u lf

sh ip s  to  patx . the Gold of To nk in?

8
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V A J ifC E : We do t h i s  on the  h ig h  seaa everyvbera« Z t*0
¥

necessary to  f in d  cut the  types o f xooveoents \vhloh ore ooourriog  

th e re  to  keep us iofonaed of a c t iv i t ie s  whioh a r«  cocessary fo r  

our opera tions and in te ll ig e n c e .

LD IS E : S ir. F ry k lu n d .

FRYKZ;OND: I s  th e re  any d isp u te  atx>ut the To n k in  G u lf  

being in te rn a t io n a l w a te rs?  Oot^^for instance,, Coooninist China 

and K o rth  Vietnaxa c la ia  the G u lf as t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  v a te rs?

VANCE: Not to  zny knovledge, X th in k  th a t  they do cla im  

a l2 H a ile  l im i t  as opposed to  a 3 4aile l im i t ,  h u t th e re  i s  no 

C laim  th a t  the G u lf o f To n k in  i s  t e r r i t o r i a l  w a te rs«

FBITKLDin): Does the  U n ite d  S ta te s  reoogni;se th e  I t ^ i l a

lim it?

VAICE: No, I t  does n o t. The U n ite d  S ta te s  reoogni;se8 

3 m ile s as the t e r r i t o r i a l  l im i t *

FR7KLU11D: Do our naval u n i t s  ever s a i l  o lo se r than 

th re e  m ile s  to  the  shore? ‘

VANCE: They do not,

FBYKXJDKD: Are they under sp e c if ic  o rd e rs no t to ?

VANCE; They are,.

R A Y W N D :  V e i l ,  the re a l is su e  here is^  X th in k ,  do 

they s a i l  o lo se r than 12 m ile s?

VANCE: They have s a ile d

RAYZIOND: They have, ' .

VANCE; -—sa iled  closer than 12 miles^.

■ •
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^  LODGE: a r .  F ry k lu n d ,

n iY m n ^ :  ZS t h i s  tha  f i r s t  t in ts  th a t  Ajaerican n i l i t a r y  

a c tio n  has boen takon d ire c t ly  a g a in st a Cosasaxnist oouatry?

VANCB: Z beOievd i t  i s ,  M r. F ry lc lu n l.

FR'SIQUJND: Does t h i s  renxreseat a change la  p o lic y  and 

i s  t h i s  perhaps a case o f the  h a rd lin e  o f f ic ia ls  talcing over from  

the  so d tt lin e  o f f ic ia ls ?

V A ^ S : Bo , i t  i s  not th a t a t  a l l .  We* VVyklund. We had 

h e re , as X have p re v io u s ly  s ta te d , two a c ts o f unprovoked aggression  

in  h ig h  seas» Under those circuiostances the  o n ly  a c tio n  which  

could be taken was an a c tio n  to  s t r ik e  back and h i t  the  source o f
If.  ■ •

the boats which were a tta c k in g  our sh ip s  on the  h ig h  seas«
1

FRYSLONO: In  prevjUms years d u ring  the  cold w a r, our

a irp la n e s  have been sh o t down by Cossnunist c o u n trie s  and we have
.. i

not r e p l i i^  in  th a t way. Why n o t before and why now?

VA13CS: In  t h i s  case, M r. T ry k lu n d , as Z have s a id ,  the  

a c ts took place in  in te rn a tio e ia l w a te rs on the h ig h  se a s.

HtYSUINO: Xs t h i s  c r i s i s  in  any way l ik e  the  Cuban 

m is s i le  c r i s i s ?  Was the re  a danger d u rin g  t h i s  one, f o r  in sta n c e , 

o f nuclear war?

VANCS{ Ho, Z do n o t be lieve  th e re  was any chance d u ring  

t h i s  c r i s i s  o f nuclear war$ in  th a t re sp e c t i t  was q u ite  d i f fe re n t  

than the Cuban m is s i le  c r i s i s .

FRYKLDNS: XS t h i s  one reason, the  fa c t th a t therw was
t

le s s  danger o f n u i^ a r war i s  th a t one roaswu why we could h i t
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the Koarth Vietnamese and have not h i t  Cossnunist t e r r i t o r y  before?

VANCE; Ko, I  d on*t th in k  th e re 's  a p a ra lle l between the  

tv7o« T h la  was a c tio n  tal«3n In  response to  a d e lib e ra te  ac t taken 

a g a in st u b « Th e re fo re  the on ly  response was c le a r ly  one to  knook 

out the source o f the o ffend ing  v e s s e ls ,

FRYKUIND: What I f  the re  i s  a th i r d  F T  boat a tta c k  on 

a Southern  F le e t  s h ip ,  what w i l l  ve do?

VANCS: M r. F ry k lu n d , X th in k  i t  would be ua v ise  fo r  

xoe to  s ta te  anyth ing  o the r than our a c t w i l l  be f I r a i  and pronpt 

as i t  was in  the  past*

lODGE: M r, Doroche.

CEStoCHS: About South  Vietnata, U r«  Se c re ta ry , could you 

be iQore s p e c if ic  about the U«. S« re in fo rcem ents th a t were on th e ir  

way to  Sa lso n  before the  c r i s i s  in  N o rth  Vietnaaie took place? .Ve 

have been to ld  th e re  were se v e ra l thousand men on t^ e ir  way but 

we have seen f ig u re s  ra n g it^  between 3  o r 4  thousand t o  ft o r 6  

thousand. So , could you e labora te  on t h i s  and could you t e l l  us  

a ls o  i f  you are s t i l l  n o t sending any more men to  South  Vietnam  

^ in  connection w ith  the p re se n t c r i s i s  w ith  K o rth  Vietnam?

VA l^S: X would l ik e  to  break t h i s  in to  two p ieces. 

F i r s t ,  the  re in fo rce m ents th a t were announced p r io r  to  

the  recent c r i s i s ,  and second, the  re in fo rcem ents th a t were se n t 

in  a f te r  the  c r i s i s , *

When General T a y lo r  went out as the  ambassador, he 

evaluated the  s i tu a t io n  together w ith  General Westmoreland and

1 1
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decided th a t i t  would be d e sira b le  to  have a d d itio o a l pers(»iDe l 

to  a s s i s t  in  the  e f fo r t s  in  South  V ie toaa , Aooord iogly, he nade
a

recocoBeQdations to  Washington in  t h i s  re sp e c t. These were review

ed by the J o in t  C h ie fs  o f S t a f f ,  the Se c re ta ry  o f Defense, by 

the S ta te  Oapartment and the P re s id e n t. Xt vaa deterxained 

th a t those requirezaents s ta te d  by Ambassador T a y lo r  and General 

Vestiaoreland should  bo m et.
t

A cc ord ing ly , a d e c is io n  vas reached to  send se v e ra l 

thousand to  augment the f  oroes a lready in  South  V ie tn a n . As to  

the p re c ise  number, a l l  1 can say a t  t h i s  tim e i s  th a t  i t  i s  

se v e ra l thousand, because we are s t i l l  working over the sp e o lfio  

u n i t s  to  determine which ones are re q u ire d , and th e re fo re , X cannot
■’u ■

g ive  you a p re c ise  fig u re ^

Now, w ith  respect to  the second h a lf  o f the q u e stio n ,

U r .  McNamara s ta te d  the  o th e r, n ig h t th a t we have se n t a d d it io n a l 

fo rc e s to  the area as a p re c a utio za ry  measure. Be pointed out 

th a t these were in te rc e p to r fo rc e s , fighter >bomber fo rc e s , th a t  

we were augmenting our naval fo rc e s in  the South China Sea and 

th a t we are sending replacements from  the C o n tin e n ta l Un ited  

S ta te s  to  the W estern X ^ c ifio  to  replace the fo rc e s  which were 

being deployed in to  South  Tiotnam  and in to  Tha iland^ ' < ,

LODGB: H r ,  Raymond,

BAYUOND: l£ r. S e c re ta ry , to  continue w ith  th a t ,  has 

t h i s  re in fo rc e m e n t, t h i s  c r i s i s  re in fo rcem ent in  th e  G u lf o f 

To n k in  re in fo rc e  ju t ,  has th a t opera tion no been ooop le^d  or
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do «e  expect th a t the re  v l l l  be s t i l l  fu r th e r  deployiaents?

VA£CS: Some o f the u n i t s  a re s t i l l  novlag, l l r «  Rayiaond, 

and they a re  not ye t a l l  Id  plAoe« As to  any fu tu re  and fu r th e r  

deployments, th a t w i l l  depend on vh a t develops in  the  next few

v e o k S tf

RAYSU^D: W e ll ,  vie can Bssune then th a t i f  in  fa c t  i t  

i s  t ru e  th a t t h i s  p a rt ic u la r  development To n k in  c r i jB is  i s  o ve r, 

then the  U n ite d  S ta te s  probably fe e ls  th a t i t  has no need to  send 

any nore fo rc e s than i t  a lready has ordered?

VAW&i Th a t i s  o o rre o t,

V RAYMOND: Yeah.

ZD13GE: Hr^ F ry k liu id ,

FRYXLDNX): On vh a t b a s is  do «e  send the se  tro o p s in to  

o U C  Th  la  land 7 Who decideiS ve can do tha t?

VAKCE: T h i s  i s  done a f te r  p r io r  c o n su lta tio n  v i t h  the  

d u ly c o n s titu te d  o f f io ia ls  o f the  T h a i government*

7RYEL0ND: Are those both a i r  and ground u n it s  o r J u s t  

a ir ?  ■' ■ ' ■ :

 'VANCE: J u s t  a ir^  ' :

IBYm JN D ; Where are they?

VANCE: Z ca n*t t e l l  you, ^

RAYHONO^: Zq th a t connection, UXg S e c re ta ry , w i l l  the re  

be any ground u r i t s  going in to  Tha ila nd ?  Or i s  i t  U n ite d  to  

j u s t  a i r  '   ̂ \

VANCBi Z t  i s  lim ite d  to  a i r  a t  w i s  p o in ty

13
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RAYMOND: Teah.

FRYKLUNO: Z f  yao deci4e to  send bodo ground u o ita  la  

th e re , vhero would they coino fro D ?

VANCE: 1ST. F ry k lu n d , X th in k  I t  would be nm ise  fo r  

me a t t h i s  p o in t to  t e l l  you sp e c if Ic a l ly  where they would conte 

fro m . You Isnow th a t we have u n i t s  In  the p a o lf io ; I t  la  lo g ic a l 

to  assume th a t I n i t i a l  u n i t s  I f  re q u ire d , would probably come 

from  the re « I f  fu r th e r  re q u ire d , they would oome from  the Un ited  

S ta te s ,

FRYELDNO: Would they cooe in  by a i r  o r sea?

VANCS: l i r «  F ry k lu n d , th la  I s  a q u e stio n  th a t we w i l l  

face a t  the  tim e I f  the  s i tu a t io n  a r is e s ,  and X hope i t  w i l l  never 

a r is e ,

VOXCS: Our m i l i ta r y  a i r l i f t  c a p a b ility  has been g re a tly

increased in  recent ye a rs, has I t  not?

LOOGS; U r ,  Deroche«
-r*

J)EHOCHEs U r ,  Se c re ta ry , I t  has been reporte d  t ^ t  the  

N orth  Vlotnamese thought th a t the  ifiaddoac had been e h e llln g  an 

is la n d  n o rth  o f the  17th  parallel^ an is la n d  th a t was a c tu a lly
• V,

ra ided before by the  South  Vietnamese commandoe* The s to r ie s  go
V

on to  say th a t N orth  Vietnamese opened f  i r e  by a iatake on the  

Uaddcs. Do you care to  comment on the  in c id e n t and could you 

t e l l  us i f  th e re  i s  a l ia is o n  and what kind o f l ia is o n  Idtiere i s
A

between the  Seventh F le e t  and the South  Vietnamese Navy?

VANCL. Vjt* Deroohe, a l l  X would ^ r e  to  say i s  th a t * as

14 '
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H r*  UcKamara pointed out yeste rday, the re  have been la rge sca le : 

i n f i l t r a t io n s  in to  So u th  Vietname from  N orth  VietnasK by the eea« : ^  

As a r e s u l t  o f th a t ,  over the la s t  se v e ra l y e a rs , the Vietnaciese 

have developed a Junk f le e t  and have augmented th a t i^ ith  oerta in^ ; ^
* ■ ' .■ rH**.;

p a tro l boats prevent these in f  i l t ta t io n s  from  the sea« Van frota'

time to  tim e these operatioixs have moved up ac ross the 17th p a ra lle l >
•*1       

to  t r y  and s to p  the in f i l t r a t io n s  to  the n o rth *  ^

S^VKLOND: Was the re  one o f these ra id s  the day before
' .'V /

the isaddox «a s f i r s t  attacked?

VAICS: I 'v e  sa id  a l l  X th in k  l  should on t h i s »  l l r .

F ry k lu n d ,

»AVKC2n>; H r ,  Se c re ta ry * in  th a t connection, i t * s  pro

bably re la te d  to  t h i s ,  but i t * s  not been a fev  days s in c e  these  

m il i ta r y  developments and th e re 's  s t i l l  considerable sp e c u la tio n  

and X knew th a t you dotnH l ik e  to  get in to  sp e c u la tio n  about the  : 

m otives o f the  llo r th  Vietnamese, B u t a t the  same titae v h a t I s  ; 

the p re v a ilin g  b e lie f  among o f f ic ia l s  l ik e  y o u rse lf as to  why the  

N o rth  Vietnamese m ight have p re c ip ita te d  t h i s  c lash* ;

VANCS: S ir*  Raymond, as X*ve sa id  be fo re , X r e a l ly  d o n 't  

knoor the  ans\aer to  t h i s ,  and my sp e c u la tio n  i s  no b e tte r than the  

sp e c u la tio n  th a t has appeared in  the newspapers; i t  ru n s  the  gamut 

from  1 to  se v e ra l d i f fe re n t  a lte rn a tiv e s *  And th e re fo re , X th in k  

i t  vould  be u n v lse  o f me a t  t h i s  tim e to  fu r th e r  th a t sp ecu la tion*

SRYKLUND: I s n ' t  th e re  any way th a t the  Jto rth  Viatnaoes®  

could have stoc  to  gain by t h i s  s o r t , o f  a K>k? 1,8 so rv ox a  w ie f
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VA2CS: T l ia t  again i s  a ^ e s t io n  vhlolk X oao*t a nsvd r,

B r. Fryklund.

LC^Es^ K r .  Doroche.

DESOCHE: f i r *  S e c ro ta ry , do you have any o f f ic ia l  neve 

nov on the fa te  o f L t .  A lva re z and i s  he no« a p riso n e r o f «a r, in  

N orth  Vetnamese hands and «h a t e f fo r t s  are be ins xoade by the  

Un ite d  S ta te s  Governasnt to  o b ta in  h is  re le a se  through n e u tra l 

channels? '

VANCS: We have received p re ss accounts to  the e f fe c t  

th a t L t *  A lva re z i s  in  K o rth  Vietnamese hands* We do know th a t  

ho ejected froea h is  plane a t  the  t in e  th a t i t  «a s sh o t do«n» Th e re

fo re ,  th e re  i s  a s tro n g  p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t he nay be in  H o rth  T i e t  

naaese hands. As X understand i t ,  the S ta te  Departoent i s  ta k ing  

the  necessary e f f o r t  to  a sc e rta in  whether o r no t he i s  in  fa c t  

in  N o rth  Vletnazaese hands and to  ob ta in  h is  re le a se ,

RAY2I0NZ): W h a t's  the normal procedure, 2 ir . Secretary^  

fo r  ob ta in ing  the re le a se  o f L t «  A lv a re z , assuming th a t t h i s  i s  

a l l  s o . Eo « would the  U n ite d  S ta te s  go about I t ,  what channel 

' do we have?

VANCE: Xt would do t h i s  l l r .  Baymond through n e u tra l 

channels and e s ta b lis h  contact w ith  the Government Involved and 

c, GjC* th u s seek to  o b ta in  h Is  re le a se . ^

PJIY2SQND: Would we p ic k  another c o un try  th a t has o e a l  

in g s w ith  N o rth  Vietnam  ' .

VANCE: Th a t »s c o rre c t.

16
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BAYHOKD: < »thoii ask them to  in te rvene  f o r  u b , la  th a t

i t ?

VAKCE: Th a t i s  i t ,

BAi^OND: Bas th a t c o un try  been piolsed?

VA29CB: X th in k  you*d have to  ask the  S ta to  Departnent 

about th a t .

BATSSOND; A IX  r ig h t ,

LGODGE: F ryk lu n d «

FBYKi;U2n}: When we were warning N o rth  Vietnam a f te r  the  

f i r s t  a tta c k  not to  do i t  again* what channels djUl we use to  get 

the warning to  them and are we su re  they got the  word.

VANCE: The P re s id e n t o f the V nited  S ta te s  made a pubXio 

sta tem ent, ts r ,  F ry k lu n d , which Z th in k  wius c le a r warning to  them 

o QjC  not to  d o it  aga in,

FRYELUNO: B u t  we d o m t have d ire c t  d ip lo n a tio  l in k s  

w ith  N o rth  Vietnam?

VANCE: No I we do n o t.

BAYeiONO: M r. So c re ta ry , we have had contact w ith

> Cosusunist China over the ye a rs, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the  ta lk s  in  

Warsaw. D id  we use th a t contact here now?

VANCE: I  d o n *t know the  s p e c if ic  answer to  th a t ,  l l r .

Raymond,

TBYSLUND: Do you know i f  we used the h o t l in e  Ibetween 

the  W h ite  House and the  S re m lin  d uring  t h i s  c r i s i s ?  '

VANCE: X do s o t  know, .

17
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F5YELDK0: Would i t  bo lo g ic a l?  Xs t l i& t  vh a t the  h o tV V

lic e  i s  f o r ,  to  t e l l  the o th e r s id e  our io te n tio a  our p o s it io a  and 

t r y  to  a sc e rta in  th e ir  Ic te n tlo D S , t h e i r  p o e it io a s , do i t  fa s t?  

i s  t l A t  vh a t the  h o t l in e  i s  a l l  about?

VA29CS: The ho t l in e  i s  tav such use a« the P re s id e n t  

deeios necessary or d e s ira b le , H r«  Frylc lund* And X th in k  th a t *8
,N

a l l  Z should  say about i t *

LODa£: U r«  Doroche.

ZtSROCHS: 2 ir. Se c re ta ry , ho« can i t  be explained th a t  

the a tta o k in s  K o rth  Vietnamese P T  boats came v e ry  c lo s e ly , ve ry  

c lose  e a r l ie r  t h i s  week to  the tno  American d e stro y e rs  and none 

o f the enemy boats scored any h i t s ,  in f l ic te d  any c a sta ilty  o r  

damaged the American v e s s e ls . Was th a t due to  f a u l t  o r obsolete  

equipment in  the hands o f the K o rth  Tie tna ne se  or was i t  poor 

oarksmacship on t h e i r  p a rt?

VA2TCE: 1 would a t t r ib u te  I t  to  the s k i l l  o f the

 'capta ins o f the d e stro y e rs  involved, I  happened to  have served in  

d e stro y e rs  m y se lf, so  X knov a l i t t l e  something about t h i s .  W ith  

a s k i l l f u l  c a p ta in , i f  he handles the  s h ip  v e i l ,  i t  i s  p o ss ib le  

to  avoid a torpedo a tta c k . Zn t h i s  case, i t  would appear to  me 

the capta ins o f the sh ip s  handled themselves in  sp lend id  fa sh io n ,

> saYZl^OND: What does the  American navy th in k  o f the  

s k i l l  o f the  N o rth  Vietnamese p a tro l boats?

VA2K:E: X have not ta lko d  to  anybody sp e e if ic a l ly  w ith  

i t^ i l^ c t  th k .  q u e stio n  ye t*  ̂ \
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Z^DGS: As a foarxaer Itavy soan, U r .  Se c re ta ry , «h a t i s  

your ostlm ate?

VANCE: Uy estim a te  IB  tb a t»  as X sa id  b e fo re , our 

 ̂ people deserve a g reat dea l o f c re d it  fo r  the way tbey handled

theioselves in  t h i s  p a rt ic u la r  c r i s i s *  1 th in k  th a t  the  trita a te  

shou ld  go not o n ly  to  the  capta ins o f the  s h ip s ,  but a ls o  to  t h e i r  

gunnery crewB^ vth6 o b v io u s ly ,d id  a good Job o f fend ing  o f f  these
»

a tta c k e rs  and s in k in g  thexa,

jmTELCNO: Do you kno» how many torpedoes « e r«  f i r e d  

a g a in st our d e stro y e rs?

VAKCE: We do not have a p re c ise  f i x  on t h i s .  We have 

an esticaate vrhich ru n s  to ,  X b e lie ve , about 9  torpedoes* B u t 

)  again t h i s  i s  not a f i r a  f ig u re  y e t,

FRYSLUND: And none of thera h i t ?  ' ' :

VAUCE: Kone o f the© h i t .  * ' ' .

FHYSIAmD: Did any come o lose?

YAVCEt Y e s, one cazae betveen 100 and 200 yards f ro n  

one o f the  s h ip s ,

 LODGE: U r ,  S e c re ta ry , aside from  the  events o f the p a st

week hofw vould  you evaluate the c u rre n t s ta tu s  o f the  « a r  a g a in st 

the  V ie t  Cong g u e r i l la s  in  So u th  V ie tnaa , ho «*s I t  been going?

^  ^  VA1«:S: W e ll t h i s  i s  a ve ry  complicated prob lea, as
/

l l r ,  Baymond and u r .  F ry k lu n d  kno9 frcea th e i r  v i s i t s  out to  t h i s  

* a re a . In  May o f la s t  year, w ith  the B u d d is t c r i s l J i ,  we entered  

in to  a v e ry  tro ub le d  period ,, which was fwcloned by the  coup
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a g a in st Diem and subsequently by the saoond coup a t  v h io h  t in e  

I^e sld e n t* V e rn ie r Khanb cane to  pcner. Inuring t h i s  tiina  thera  

vas a tremendous tu rn o ve r of pe rsonne l, as X re c a ll  i t  o f tiia  

41 province c h ie fs ,  a l l  have turned over a t  le a s t  once. Of the  

p rin c ip a l m i l i ta r y  commanders, each o f them has turned over a t  

le a s t tM ic e . As a consequence o f t h i s ,  the re  has been g re a t 

tu rn m o il v i t h in  the c o un try  and i t ' s  lo g ic a l to  expect th a t i t  

tu rned out the  vay i t  in  fa c t d id , namely, th a t d u ring  t h i s  period  

o f tu rm o il and c r i s i s  the  V ie t  Cong increased t h e i r  a c t iv i t ie s  

and ve lo s t  ground to  the  V ie t  Cong,

When l^ e s id e n t Shanh came in  however, he took ho ld  in  
«•*

a s tro n g  fa sh io n  and sinc e  th a t  tim e the d o vn tre i^  X be lieve  has 

been ha lte d  and a t the  p re se n t tim e , X th in k  «e * re  on a plateau  

and s ta r t in g  to  move s l ig h t ly  upoard»

X i9ould p o in t b u t, however, th a t  t h i s  h iis  not decreased 

the niimber o f t e r r o r i s t ic  a tta c ks c a rrie d  o u t by the  V ie t  Cong. , 

Indeed these have continued to  r is e «

EAm )HD: M r. Se c re ta ry , in  th a t connectioo, again  

T loo k ing  in to  the  fu tu re  and as you*ve pointed o u t, t h i s  i s  going

to  bo a long , hard w a r, X t’ s  yoxur op in ion th a t you can*t have  

you probably c a n 't  have a p e rfe c tly  n e u tra l K o rth  Vietnam, tinder

the circum stances even i f  you succeed in  p a c ify ing  So u th  Vietnam
-/  (/

and i f  n o rth  Vietnam cannot be made to  be n e u tra l,  i t  presumably 

v i l l  continue to  i n f i l t r a t e  so  th a t you a lsa y s have t h i s  problem. .
V

W i l l  t h i s  prowlom continue fo re v e r v i t h  *,^uth Vietnam a lva ys
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harassed by the Koirth? Do you soo asy s i tu a t io n  In  v h lc h  some 

kind o f peace can be e sta b lish e d ?

VAKCSt Z'ts> v o ry  ho p o fu l th a t •ventuM.lly the  Couaunlst 

Chinese and the N o rth  Vietnamese v l l l  cease th e i r  a c ts oct aggres* 

S io n , When th a t tim e occxirs then peace I s  p o ss ib le . U n t i l  th a t  

i s  done, I  doubt th a t peace I s  p o ss ib le , U r*  Baysiond«

ZX)OGS: I  to s o r ry  to  in te r ru p t ,  gentlemen, but our tiiao  

has exp ired*

Thank you fo r  being v l t h  us on ]%>e88 Conference USA •

(U usic  • • • Up and fade)

VOIQE: You have been l is te n in g  to  P re ss  Conference USA» 

a ve e k ly  d isc u ss io n  program broadcast by the Voice o f Amerloap 

O ir  guest vras Deputy Defense Se c re ta ry  C yrus R ,  Vance, The nevs 

correspondents vere Jack Baymond o f the New To rk TJb a e s, B lchard  

Fryk lu n d  o f The Washington S t a r ,  and Lo u is  Deroche o f the French  

Kews Agency.
.V   •

The isoderator vas Bo b e rt Lodge,
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HEMfS RE/.EASE
OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS)

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D.C.  - 2 0 3 0 1  

P L E A S E  N O T E  D A T E

SC
PCJR THE PRESS? August 7 , 1964 HO. 583-64 

Oxford 53201 (Info) 
Oxford 73189 (Copies)

A ssis ta n t Secretary o f Defense A rthu r Sy lv e ste r made the fo llow ing  statenent 
today a t 3s15 P.M. EDT;

Because there is  apparently some confusion in  news re p o rts today about the 
tim ing o f the announcement o f the U. S . re ta lia to ry  action Tuesday, August 4̂ ,
I  have secured the fo llow ing  statement from the Secretary o f Defense, a 
statem ent vhich i s  a ttrib u ta b le  to  him:

" I  recoomended to President Johnson th a t he schedule h is  announcement o f the 
re ta lia to ry  attack against the North Vietnamese torpedo boats and th e ir supporting 
in s ta lla tio n s  fo r 11:4.0 P.M ., August 4-> because:

"1 . gjr th a t time U. S . naval a irc ra ft had been in  the a ir  on th e ir way to  
th e ir  ta rg e ts approximately one hour.

"2 . Hanoi, through i t s  radar, had then received ind ic a tio M  o f the attack.

"3 . The time remaining before the a irc ra ft a rrived  over th e ir ta rge ts would 
not perm it the North Vietnamese to, move th e ir boats to  sea o r to  a le rt th e ir  
fo rces.

"4 . I t  was im portant tha t the people o f our cotintry leam  o f the manner in  
which th e ir  government was responding to the attacks on i t s  vesse ls from th e ir  
President ra th e r than from Hanoi which was expected to  annoimce the attack a t any 
moment.

”5. I t  was desirable th a t the North Vietnamese government and others be to ld  
as soon as possib le the character o f the attack —  'Our response fo r  the present 
w il l  be lim ite d  and f i t t in g .  Me . . .  know . . .  the r is k s  o f spreading c o n flic t.
We w il l  seek no wider w a r.'

*'As you know, the North Vietnamese government did not have time to  move th e ir  
fo rc e sj our attacking a irc ra ft found the torpedo boats a t th e ir docks; the attack 
was h ig h ly  sttisc e ssfu l."
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DEPARTMENT OF

HONORABLE CYRUS R . VANCE 
DEPOTT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Interrl® w «d  by

B IL L  DOWNS, ABC TELEHSIO N

Thxirsday, August 6 , 1964-

QUESTION? W e ll, Secretary Vance, as you know, the American peop;j.e hare been 
deeply concerned by th is  c r is is  in  the Far Ea st. Before we had so rt p f a fo o t in  
the door through our m ilita ry  aid to  South Vietnam, then a fte r August 4., th ing s 
changed. How do you assess i t  now? Are we in  th is  th ing  up to our knees now, 
up to  our h ip s, up to  our a rn p its , o r what?

SECRETARY VANCE: I  wouldn't put i t  th a t way, Mr. Downs. We have indicated 
from the o utse t th a t we would do everything tha t i s  required to  help the South 
Vietnamese put down the counterinsurgency which is  be ia f directed against them 
by the V ie t Cong who in  tu rn  are directed by the North Vietnamese and we w il l  
continue to  do so in  the fu tu re . In so fa r as the act o f aggression which 
occurred on the high seas, the Ih iited  Sta te s took lim ite d  action to promptly . . . 
and th a t i s  the only action which could be taken.

QUESTION; In  so rt o f your own risc e ra , to  you fe e l then th a t th is  is  not a 
step to  World War I I I ?

SECRETARY VANCEs We c e rta in ly  hope i t  i s  not. We have, as I  sa id , taken 
lim ite d  action and we hope th is  w il l  deter any fu rth e r aggression acts on tha  
p a rt o f the North Vietnamese. Nevertheless, we are taking precautions.

QUESTION: W ith th«« finnounced ruOveraents o f men and sh ips and planes to  the 
c r is is  area, how mucll w il l  foa  have to  increase the d ra ft callup now?

SECRETARY VANCE: I  d o n 't believe we w il l  have to increase the d ra ft callup  
a t a ll.

QUESTION: Do you plan to  c a ll up any reserves o r any reserve sp e c ia lis ts  
such as doctors?

SECRETARY VANCE: No, we do not unless the s itu a tio n  shotild worsen.

QUESTION: Do you plan to  order the fa m ilie s o f dependents, I  mean the
o f fa m ilie s o f Service men out o f . . . I ' l l  take th a t question over, 

to order dependents — the fa m ilie s o f Servicemen and diplomats say
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0  o
ia  Saigon and other p a rts o f the SB Asia c r is is  area ~  do pian to  c a ll th e ir 
back home?

SECRETARY VAHCE* Ho, I  don’ t  have in te nsion  o f doing th a t a t th is  tim e. 
Th is  would only occur i f  the s ittia tio n  should worsen narkedly.

QUESTION: The President has expressed hopes o f avoiding escalation o f the 
war, but does not the fa c t th a t we are sending reinforcem ents to  th a t area mean 
th a t there has been an escalation?

SECRETART VANCE: Yes, in  a sense there has been an escalation brought on 
by the unprovoked attack against our vesse ls on the high seas. However, the 
precautionary steps which we have taken in  moving in  in te rce p to rs and fig h te r-  
bombers and strengthening o tir naval forces in  th a t area is  an atteaqpt to  
prevent fa rth e r escalation.

QUESTION: W e ll, i t ’ s been 43 hours maybe not quite  since th a t f i r s t  attack 
and people have been wondering why, why would the Commonists take such a rash  
ind su rp ris in g  iaction. There are many theo rie s flo a tin g  around, do you have 
any fa v o rite  theoiy?

SECRETARY VANCE; No, I  don’ t ,  Mr. Downs. I t ' s  very hard to  understand 
why they did take th is  action and i t  would be sheer speculation on my p a rt to  
t ry  to  in te rp re t a t th is  tim e.

QUESTION: W e ll, on another facet o f the same question. I s  there any 
ind ic a tio n  th a t the attack might have been d iversiona ry —  a prelude to  other 
a ctions, say in  Laos o r Cambodia, say India o r Malaysia o r even Korea?

SECRETARY VANCE: W e ll, we know th a t the Communists have been carrying  
on aggressive acts against Laos, South Vietnam and now most recently on the 
high seas.

QUESTION: W e ll, have there b«i® any ind ic a tions o f troop movements o r 
other b e llig e re n t aclKivity in  any o f those areas?

SECRETARY VANCE: We have had no Ind ica tions o f th a tj however, as te*. 
McNamara has indicated e a rlie r today, I  th in k  i t  i s  reasonable to  assume th a t 
the North Vietnamese may ask fo r  combat a ir  support from the Communist Chinese 
and i t  may be provided.

QUESTION: I f  th is  a ir  support does show up, w il l  th is  mean th a t Commanist 
China has intervened d ire c tly  in  the dispute?

SECRETARY VANCE: I  would c e rta in ly  say th is  would be an u n frie n d ly  act.

QUESTION: Would i t  mean d ire c t in te rve n tio n  —> I  mean, would there be 
Chinese p ilo ts  fly in g  those planes?

SECRETARY VANCE: I t  would be speculation on ny p a rt. I  couldn't re a lly  
answer.

2,
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q u estio n ? What would be our reaction to  th is  u n frie n d ly  act?

STXJRETAHT VAHCEs We w il l  take whatever acts are required when the s itu a tio n  
a ris e s .

QUESTION: Were we sn rp rise d  by the apparent so p h istie a tio tt —  i f  th a t is  
the word —» o f the V ie t Cong attack, both in  haring a f lo t i l la  o f F T  boats 
locate a destroyer in  the dark in  rough and bad weather, and secondly, in  th e ir  
defenses in  shooting down our planes?

SECRETART VAHCEs No. I  w ouldn't characterize i t  as sophisticated. We did 
know th a t the North Vietnamese have p a tro l c ra ft which had radar and we also  
know th a t i t  is  possib le to  shoot down both je t  a irc ra ft sind p ro p e llo r-d rire n  
a irc ra ft w ith  autonatic weapons which are o f not too great a so p h istic a tio n .

QUESTION! Do you believe th a t the Chinese CoBnninists w il l  intervene a fte r 
what we had heard p a rtic u la rly  fro *  t l ie ir  propaganda attacks?

SECRETART VANCE: I  would hope,certa inly hope, they would no t. I t  would be 
rash on p a rt to  speculate on th a t question, however. ; >

QUESTION: We have no d ire c t d ip lo m tie  contact. I t ' s  a very in d ire c t 
connection th a t we do have w ith  the Peiping government through Warsaw. Have we 
been in  contact w ith  them o r atte]iQ>ted to e sta b lish  contact w ith  them through 
Warsaw o r o the r means, since th is  incident?

SECRETART VANCE: That i s  a question I ’m a fra id  y o u 'll have to  ask the 
Sta te  Departnent.

QUESTIOT: W e ll, how do you fe e l about i t  a fte r two days o f liv in g  through 
the — and sleeping here, too, I  presume?

SECRETART VANCE: Th a t’ s r ig h t.

QUESTION: Do you fe e l your fam ily  i s  sa fe , you y o u rse lf are safe, th a t the 
country i s  safe?

SECRETART VANCE: 'T e s ,  I  c e rta in ly  do fe e l th a t the country is  sa fe. We 
hope very much th a t the rapid and firm  response which was taken w il l  indicate to  
the Communists th a t they should not a tta in t any fa rth e r aggressions o f th is  type.

MR. DOWNS: Thank you very nuch, S i r .

E N D
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  D E F E N S E

H O N O R A B L E  C Y R U S  R . V A N C E  
D E P U T Y  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  D E F E N S E

In te r v ie w e d  b y

B I L L  E V E N S O N  
M U T U A L  B R O A D C A S T I N G  S Y S T E M

T H U R S D A Y , A U G U S T  6, 1964

Q U E S T IO N : M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  a lo n g  the  b o r d e r  in  V ie tn a m  th e r e  is  
a f e e l i n g  o f  an  a n t ic ip a te d  a t t a c k  f r o m  the n o rth  at  s o m e  t i m e ,  r e p o r t e d ly  
in  the  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  and o u r  r e c e n t  m o v e m e n ts  in  th at a r e a  le a d  m a n y  to 
b e l i e v e  th a t  i f  th is  a t t a c k  sh o u ld  c o m e ,  p o s s i b l y  we w ould  be in v o lv e d  
d e e p e r  than  we h a v e  b e en . What a r e  y o u r  f e e l in g s  on th a t,  s i r  ?

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  W e ll ,  we h o p e  v e r y  m u c h  th at the a c t io n s  
w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  ta k e n  w i l l  i n d ic a te  the  f i r m n e s s  o f  o u r  r e s o l v e .  We a ls o  
h o p e  th a t  it  w i l l  be p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  th a t  the U nited  S ta te s  w i l l  not stand  
i d l y  b y  w hen t h e y  a r e  s u b je c t  to  u n p ro v o k e d  a t t a c k  on the  h ig h  s e a s ,  a s  
r e c e n t l y  o c c u r r e d  on tw o  s e p a r a t e  o c c a s i o n s .  T he  U nited  S ta te s  i s  p r e
p a r e d  to  ta k e  a n y  a c t io n  w h ic h  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d  b y  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  but 
we hope th a t  th e  f i r m n e s s  of the a c t io n  w h ic h  we h a v e  ta k e n  w i l l  in d ic a te  
to th e  C o m m u n is t s  th at it  w ould  be u n w is e  fo r  th e m  to ta k e  a n y  f u r t h e r  

a g g r e s s i v e  a c t s .

Q U E S T IO N : W e ll ,  n ow , on th e  r e c e n t  r e t a l i a t i o n  s t r i k e s  o f  64 s o r t i e s  

th at w e r e  m a d e  we had  a l o s s  o f  tw o  p la n e s  and a d a m a g in g  o f  tw o p la n e s .  
S o m e  c i r c l e s  f e e l  th at the ty p e  of s o r t i e s ,  the  typ e  of r e t a l i a t i o n  m o v e s  
w e m a d e ,  th a t  th is  w ould  r e p r e s e n t  p r e c e n t a g e w i s e  a h ig h  l o s s .  W ould 

th is  be y o u r  f e e l i n g

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  No, I d o n 't  b e l i e v e  i t ' s  a h ig h  l o s s .  O f
c o u r s e ,  w e  d e e p l y  r e g r e t  the  l o s s  o f  a n y  A m e r i c a n .  H o w e v e r ,  I th in k  th at
the o p e r a t io n  w a s  c a r r i e d  out in  an  e x c e l l e n t  fa s h io n .  A s  a m a t t e r  of
f a c t ,  M r .  M c N a m a r a  and A d m i r a l  M c D o n a ld  h a v e  a w a r d e d  unit c i ta t io n s
to  a l l  of the p e r s o n n e l  in v o lv e d  in  the  e n g a g e m e n ts  w h ich  to o k  p la c e  on
A u g u s t  2 and A u g u s t  4,
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Q U E S T IO N : Do you  f e e l  th a t  R e d  C h in a  w i l l  o f f e r  a i r  s u p p o rt  f o r  
N o rth  V ie tn a m  o r  w i l l  it be r e q u e s t e d  of t h e m ?

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  I b e l i e v e  th a t  t h e r e  is  a s t r o n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  
that the N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  m a y  r e q u e s t  c o m b a t  a i r  su p p o r t  f r o m  the 
C o m m u n is t  C h in e s e .  A s  you know , the N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  do not h a v e  
a n y  c o m b a t  a i r c r a f t .  I a l s o  th in k  it is  l i k e l y  th at su c h  a i r  s u p p o rt  m ig h t  
be p r o v id e d .

Q U E S T IO N : Now, t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a n u m b e r  of r e a s o n s  g iv e n  
fo r  th e  r e c e n t  a t ta c k s  on our N a v y  s h ip s  b y  the  N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e ,  and 
I 'm  s u r e  y o u 'v e  h e a r d  th e m  and p e r h a p s  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  th e m  u n d o u b t e d ly - - 
do you c o n c u r  w ith  a n y  o r  a n y  one p a r t i c u l a r  r e a s o n  that h a s  b e e n  o f f e r e d ?

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  It w ould  be v e r y  r a s h  in d e e d  to  s p e c u la t e  
on w hat the r e a s o n  w a s  f o r  the a c t io n s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  ta k e n . I p e r s o n a l l y  
f in d  it v e r y  d i f f ic u l t  to a s c e r t a i n  what the m o t i v e s  a r e  w h ic h  le d  to  two 
u n p ro v o k e d  a t ta c k s  in  in t e r n a t io n a l  w a t e r s ,  and I th in k  it w ould  be  r a s h  of 
m e  at th is  point to t r y  and s p e c u la t e  on w hat m o t iv a te d  th o s e  a t t a c k s .

Q U E S T IO N : W e 'v e  h e a r d  the s t a te m e n t  th at w e ' r e  r e a d y  f o r  a n y t h in g - -  
and I 'm  c e r t a i n  th a t  we a r e - - b u t  d o e s  th is  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  o r  d o es  th is  m e a n  
th e r e  c o u ld  p o s s i b l y  be a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  of, fo r  e x a m p le ,  u s in g  n u c le a r  

w e a p o n s  in  s o m e th in g  of th is  n a tu r e  ?

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  No, I d o n 't  th in k  t h e r e  i s  a n y  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
u s in g  n u c le a r  w e a p o n s .  I th in k  that our c o n v e n t io n a l  w e a p o n s w i l l  be 
p e r f e c t l y  a d e q u a te  to c o n ta in  a n y  f u r t h e r  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t s  that m a y  be 

la u n c h e d  a g a in s t  u s .

Q U E S T IO N : Now, in  both a t t a c k s ,  a s  we u n d e rs ta n d  it ,  on the 
A m e r i c a n  d e s t r o y e r s ,  the  C o m m a n d in g  O f f i c e r  u s e d  h is  own a u t h o r i t y  to 
r e t u r n  f i r e ,  to ta k e  e v a s i v e  a c t io n ,  one th in g  and a n o th e r .  A s s u m i n g  
t h e r e  w a s  not t i m e  to  c o n ta c t  a n y  h ig h e r  a u t h o r i t y - - f o r  e x a m p le ,  W a sh in g to n , 
o r  an yth in g  of th at n a t u r e - - w o u ld  th is  be the  c a s e  in  the fu tu r e .  In o th e r  
w o r d s ,  w ould  the f i e l d  c o m m a n d e r s  a g a in  h a v e  th is  a l t e r n a t iv e  th a t  th e y  

c o u ld  ta k e  it  upon t h e m s e l v e s  ?

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  T h e  f i e l d  c o m m a n d e r s  f r o m  the  o u ts e t  h a v e  
had the a u th o r i ty  to d e fen d  t h e m s e l v e s  and to  ta k e  a c t io n  to  d e s t r o y  a n y  

a t ta c k in g  c r a f t .

M O R E
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Q U E S T IO N : H as a n y  in f o r m a t io n  r e a c h e d  the P e n ta g o n  in d ic a t in g  
t h e r e  m a y  be s o m e  undue m o v e m e n t s  of the N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  t r o o p s ,  

th a t  i s ,  s in c e  A u g u s t  2,

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  O f the N o rth  V ie t n a m e s e  tro o p s '?  No, we 
h a v e  no in d ic a t io n s  to  th a t  e f fe c t .

Q U E S T IO N : None w h a t e v e r  h a s  r e a c h e d  h e r e ?  T h e r e  w a s  p r i o r  

to that I know , but I w a s  w o n d e r in g  f r o m ,  s a y ,  the l a s t  fe w  d a y s ,

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E ;  We h a v e  no in d ic a t io n s  o f  a n y  su c h  m o v e m e n ts .

Q U E S T IO N : H as t h e r e  b e e n  a n y  i n d ic a t io n  r e a c h in g  the P e n ta g o n  
that a c t i v i t i e s  in  th e  V ie tn a m  a r e a  i s  to d a y  a n y th in g  o th e r  than  what we 
h a v e  le a r n e d  to r e c o g n i z e  a s  n o r m a l  a c t i v i t i e s

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  No, i t ' s  n o r m a l  a s  of to n igh t.

Q U E S T IO N : N ow , g e tt in g  a lo n g  into  one th in g , I 'd  l ik e  to  fin d  out 
w h at the p r e s e n t  s i tu a t io n  is  a s  f a r  a s  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  v i e w s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  
in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  the  d r a f t  c a l l u p ,  the  r e s e r v e ,  o r  s o m e th in g  o f  that 
n a tu r e .  How d o e s  the n a tio n  sta n d  on th a t ?

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  I do not b e l i e v e  it  w ould  be n e c e s s a r y  u n le s s  
th e  s i tu a t io n  sh o u ld  w o r s e n  m a r k e d l y  to i n c r e a s e  the d r a f t  c a l l s  o r  ta k e  
a n y  o th e r  s t e p s  a lo n g  th a t  l in e .

Q U E S T IO N : W il l  th is  a l s o  in c lu d e ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  r e s e r v e s ?

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  Y e s .

Q U E S T IO N : C o u ld  yo u  g iv e  us s o m e w h a t  o f  a n  e v a lu a t io n  as  to the 
i m p o r t a n c e  of the T o n k in  B a y  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  our o v e r a l l  o p e r a t io n  in 
V ie tn a m  ?

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  W e ll ,  I th in k  th at the a c t io n  w h ich  to o k  p la c e  
in  T o n k in  B a y  i n d ic a t e s  th a t  the  U nited  S ta te s  w i l l  not t o l e r a t e  u n p ro v o k e d  
a g g r e s s i o n  on the  h ig h  s e a s .  T he  U nited  S ta te s  w a s  on a p a t r o l  t h e r e  in 
in t e r n a t io n a l  w a t e r s  and it  w a s  a t ta c k e d  w ith out a n y  p r o v o c a t io n  b y  
N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  v e s s e l s .  U n d e r  th o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  we r e s p o n d e d  and 

w i l l  in  the fu tu r e  to a n y  a g g r e s s i o n .

M O R E
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Q U E S T IO N : R e c e n t ly  R e d  C h in a  m e n tio n e d ,  and a r e  on r e c o r d  a s  

a  m a t t e r  of fa c t ,  th at th e y  w i l l  lo o k  upon a n y  a t t a c k  on N o rth  V ie tn a m  as 

an a c t  of a g g r e s s i o n  b y  the  U nited  S ta te s  a g a in s t  C h in a .  W ill  th is  a l t e r  
o u r  p la n s  in  a n y  w a y ,  o r  h a v e  w e b a s i c a l l y  b e e n  a s s u m in g  t h i s ?

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  We w i l l  ta k e  w h a t e v e r  a c t io n  is  r e q u ir e d  
u n d e r  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

Q U E S T IO N ; A nd, f i n a l ly ,  I w o u ld  l ik e  to  a s k  you  th is ,  do yo u  f e e l  
a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  th at we a r e  now  in v o lv e d  in  a id in g  V ie tn a m  in  a n y  
w a y ,  sh a p e  o r  f o r m - - e i t h e r  m i l i t a r i l y  o r  f i n a n c i a l l y - - a n y  m o r e  to d a y  
than, s a y ,  we w e r e  p r i o r  to  A u g u s t  2 ?

S E C R E T A R Y  V A N C E :  No, we h a v e  in d ic a te d  f r o m  the  o u ts e t  that 
we w ould  do w h a t e v e r  i s  r e q u i r e d  to a s s i s t  the South V ie t n a m e s e  to  c a r r y  
on t h e i r  w a r  a g a i n s t  the V ie t  C o n g , w h ic h  in  tu r n  is  b e in g  d i r e c t e d  by 
the  N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e ,  We w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  do what i s  r e q u i r e d  to w in that 
w a r ,

M R . E V E N S O N : T h a n k  you  v e r y  m u c h , M r .  S e c r e t a r y .

E N D
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N E W S C O N F E R E N C E  

O F

H O N O R A B L E  R O B E R T  S. M c N A M A R A  
S E C R E T A R Y  O F  D E F E N S E

T H E  P E N T A G O N

T h u r s d a y ,  A u g u s t  6, 1964 

5:00 P .  M .

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  G o o d  a f te r n o o n ,  la d ie s  and g e n tle m e n :
I h a v e  fo u r  b r i e f  a n n o u n c e m e n ts  to m a k e ,  a f t e r  w h ic h  I w i l l  e n d e a v o r  to 
a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t io n s .

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  no fu r t h e r  e n e m y  a t t a c k s  on ou r v e s s e l s  o p e r

a tin g  in  the G u lf  o f  T o n k in  s in c e  I sp o k e  to yo u  l a s t  night.

S e c o n d ly ,  the ro u t in e  p a t r o l  o f  our d e s t r o y e r s  o p e r a t in g  in  th a t  g u lf ,  
in  the a r e a  sh o w n  on th is  m a p ,  b e tw e e n  H a in an  Is la n d  and the c o a s t  o f  N o rth  
V ie t  N a m , h a s  b e e n  r e s u m e d .

T h i r d l y ,  the p r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s  of the photo r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  ta k e n  
fo l lo w in g  o u r  s t r i k e s  y e s t e r d a y  te n d s  to c o n f i r m  the d a m a g e  a s s e s s m e n t  
w h ic h  I r e p o r t e d  to  yo u  y e s t e r d a y  m o r n in g .  Y o u  r e c a l l  that a t  th at t im e ,
I s ta te d  our a i r c r a f t  s t r i k i n g  the b a s e s  o f  the p a t r o l  b o a ts  a t  Hon G a y ,  L o c  C h a o , 
P h u c  Lioi, ' Q u an g  K h e  had  d e s t r o y e d  o r  d a m a g e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
tw e n ty f iv e  o f  the to r p e d o  b o a ts ;  th a t  in a d d it io n ,  o u r  a i r c r a f t  s t r i k i n g  a t  
the p e t r o l e u m  s t o r a g e  dum p a t  V in h , in  su p p o rt  o f  the p a t r o l  b o a ts ,  had 
d e s t r o y e d  90 p e r c e n t  o f  that s t o r a g e  dum p.

A t  V in h  i s  lo c a t e d  ab o u t 10 p e r c e n t  o f  the p e t r o le u m  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y  
o f  N o rth  V i e t  N a m , T he a d d it io n a l  in fo r m a t io n  b ro u g h t  out b y  the p h o t o  
r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  a n a l y s e s  i s  th a t  in  a d d it io n ,  w e  d e s t r o y e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

s e v e n  of th e  a n t i a i r c r a f t  i n s t a l la t i o n s  a t  V inh.

(MORE)
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F o u r t h ly ,  I h a v e  a s k e d  A d m i r a l  M c D o n a ld  to a w a r d  the N a v y  Unit 
C i ta t io n  to the m e n  o f  the s h ip s  and a i r c r a f t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the o p e r a t io n ,  
b o th  in  r e c o g n i t io n  of t h e i r  b r a v e r y  and a l s o  in  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  the e f f e c
t i v e n e s s  of t h e i r  o p e r a t io n s .  A d m i r a l  M c D o n a ld  h a s  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l ly  a g r e e d  

w ith  th at r e c o m m e n d a t io n  and i s  ta k in g  s te p s  to put it  in to  e f f e c t .

Now I w i l l  be h a p p y  to t r y  to a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t io n s .

Q U E S T IO N : M r ,  S e c r e t a r y ,  d o e s  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  a n y  in fo r m a t io n  
f r o m  the N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  th ro u g h  d ip lo m a t ic  c h a n n e ls  about 
the p o s s i b l e  p r i s o n e r ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  No, w e  h a v e  not r e c e i v e d  a n y  su c h  i n f o r
m a tio n ,  but w e  a r e  ta k in g  s te p s  to e n d e a v o r  to o b ta in  h is  r e l e a s e ,  i f  he 
has b e e n  c a p tu r e d ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  a l l e g e d  b y  th e m .

Q U E S T IO N : M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  R a d io  H an oi c l a i m s  th at N o rth  V i e t  N a m  

sh ot down e ig h t  a t t a c k in g  U.. S. p la n e s  W e d n e s d a y  and d a m a g e d  th r e e  o th e r s ,

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  I th in k  th is  i s  t y p ic a l  of the v e r a c i t y  of 
t h e i r  r e p o r t s .  We lo s t  tw o a i r c r a f t ,  a s  I r e p o r t e d t o  you  y e s t e r d a y ,  one 
an A 4 ,  w h ic h  i s  a j e t  a t t a c k  a i r c r a f t .  N a v a l  a i r c r a f t ,  and the o th e r  
an  A 1 ,  w h ic h  i s  a p r o p e l l e r  d r iv e n  N a v a l  a i r c r a f t ,  both o p e r a t in g  o ff  
the c a r r i e r s  T I C O N D E R O G A  and C O N S T E L L A T I O N .  In a d d it io n ,  th e r e  
w a s  m in o r  d a m a g e  to tw o o th e r  a i r c r a f t ,  both of w h ic h  r e t u r n e d  s a fe ly .

Q U E S T IO N : M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  do yo u  h a v e  a n y  in fo r m a t io n  o v e r  the 
l a s t  fo u r  d a y s  that w o u ld  in d ic a te  the C h in e s e  C o m m u n is t s  m a d e  a n y  
m i l i t a r y  e f f o r t s  to a s s i s t  o r  re s p o n d  w ith  the N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e ,  to 
r e s p o n d  to o u r  a t t a c k s ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  No, I h a v e  no in fo r m a t io n  th at the C o m
m u n is t  C h in e s e  in  a n y  w a y  a s s i s t e d  the N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  in  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  
on o u r  v e s s e l s .  I th in k  it  p r o b a b le  th at the C o m m u n is t  C h in e s e  w i l l  i n t r o
d u ce  s o m e  c o m b a t  a i r c r a f t  in to  N o rth  V i® tn am  in  su p p o rt  o f  th e m . A s  I 
to ld  y o u  b e f o r e .  N o rth  V ie t n a m  d o e s  not p o s s e s s  a n y  c o m b a t  a i r c r a f t  of 
i t s  own.
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c o
QUESTION; M r. Secretary^ you say you th in k  i t  i s  h ig h ly  probable. Does 

th a t mean you a lready have in d ic a tio n s?

SECRETARY McMMARA.: No  ̂ I  have no in d ic a t io n L .o f - it^  bu t I  would th in k  
th a t  th a t would be a l ik e ly  response.

QUESTION: M r. Secretary^ have you had any word one way o r another th a t  
th e re  has been a t h i r d  in c id e n t o f any k ind  as claimed by Radio Hanoi?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No  ̂ we have no in d ic a tio n  o f any t h i r d  in c id e n t. 
There  have been no a tta cks o r h o s t i le  a c tio n s d irec ted  toward our v e sse ls  
opera ting  in  the  g u l f .  I  explained to  you yeste rday th a t o u r.ro u t in e  p a tro l  
i s  fu n c tio n in g  in  t h i s  area ( in d ic a tin g )  and moving So u th . ¥e have two 
c a r r ie r s ,  the  TICONDEROGA and the  CONSTELLATION, in  approxijuately t h i s  p o s i
t io n  ( in d ic a t in g ) .  They, in  tu r n ,  are escorted by d e s tro y e rs . There have 
been no a tta cks o r reported a tta cks o r attempted a tta cks a t any o f  the  ve s“ 
s e ls  opera ting  in  t h ^  area.

QUESTION: M r. Se c re ta ry , have th e re  been any in c id e n ts  th a t you know 
o f In v o lv in g  the  South Vietnamese v e sse ls  and N orth  Vietnamese?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; No, none th a t I  know o f ,  a lth o u ^  I  th in k  I  should  
mention to  you the  South Vietnamese Naval P a t ro l  a c t iv i t ie s  th a t are ca r
r ie d  on to  prevent the  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f men and m a te rie l from  the  N orth  in to  
the  So u th . In  the  la s t  seven months o f I 961 , f o r  example, about lij-OO men 
were in f i l t r a t e d  across the  17t h  p a ra l le l  from  N orth  V ie t  Nam in to  South  
V ie t Nam.. To prevent fu r th e r  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f th a t k in d , the  South V ie tn a 
mese, w ith  our a ss is ta n c e , have se t up a naval p a tro l which i s  v e ry  ac tive  
in  th a t  area, which continues to  insp ec t and examine junks and t h e i r  p e r
so n n e l. In  one 8 -month period  th a t  I  can re c a ll  th e y  discovered l̂ i-O V ie t  
Cong i n f i l t r a t o r s .

QUESTION: M r. Se c re ta ry , th e re  have been re p o rts  about considerable  
tro o p  movements by U .S .  a i r c r a f t  in  South V ie t Nam to  the  17th  p a ra l le l .  
Could you give us an assessment about those?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; We have, to  the  b e st o f  my knowledge, moved no 
South Vietnamese tro o p s no r have we moved U .S .  tro o p s in to  South V ie t Nam.
We have, as I  reported  to  you ye ste rda y, moved in te rc e p to r a i r c r a f t  in to  
South V ie t Nam to  be prepared f o r  whatever e ve n tix a lity  develops. We have, 
in  a d d itio n , moved c e rta in  f ig h te r  a i r c r a f t  in to  South V ie t Nam. We moved 
c e rta in  f ig h te r  a i r c r a f t  in to  Th a ila n d . We made re in fo rcem ents o f our ad
vance bases in  the  P a c if ic ;  re in fo rcem ents moved out o f the  U n ite d  S ta te s  
fo r  th a t purpose. We have moved c e rta in  f le e t  im i t s ;  I  mentioned the  a t 
tack c a r r ie r  group movlnc From the  F i r s t  F le e t ,  which i s  homed in  P a c if ic  
w aters o f f  the  P a c if ic  Coast, out in to  the  W estern P a c if ic ,  and we a lso  
moved an anti-subm arine  ta sk  group down in to  the  South China Sea, t h i s  in  
o rd e r to  provide p ro te c tio n  to  our c a r r ie rs  and d e stro y e rs  opera ting in  
these  w a te rs, both in  th e  G u lf and in  these w aters South o f  Hainan Is la n d .

(More)
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QUESTION: M r. Se c re ta ry , could you t e l l  us why you th in k  i t  i s  h i ^ l y  
probable th a t the  Chinese w i l l  move planes in to  N orth  V ie t Nam?

SECREJTAEY McKAMABA: As the y  have no combat a i r c r a f t  o f t h e i r  own, I  
would assume th a t th e y  would make such a request and th a t  i t  would be an- 
svered.

QUESTION: M r. Se c re ta ry , th e  N a t io n a lis t  CSiinese reported  ra th e r  
la rge  tro o p  movements on the  mainland through the  province o f Yunann.
I s  th e re  any in d ic a tio n  th a t th e re  was a la rg e -sc a le  Communist —

SECRETARY McNAMARA: We have no in d i,ra tio n  th a t  th e re  have been any 
s u b s ta n t ia l movements o f Coknianist G h iriiife ,’fo rc e s e ith e r  by land o r  a i r .

QUESTION: In  the  months preceedxng . . .

SECRETARY McNAMARA: I  am speaking now o f the  recent p a s t, the  la s t  
few days. I  know o f no la rge  movements o f the  k ind  you suggested, fo r  
th a t  m a tte r, d u rin g  the  pa st se v e ra l m onths.

QUESTION: M r. Se c re ta ry , i t  has been some i<-8 hours now since th a t  
f i r s t  a tta c k . In  stud y ing  the  s itu a t io n  fu r th e r ,  have you a rr iv e d  a t any 
answer to  the  m yste iy  o f  why t h i s  was done?
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S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  N o, I ca n  o f fe r  no e x p la n a t io n .  We c o n
s i d e r e d  a n u m b e r  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p la n a t io n s ,  but i t  w o u ld  be s h e e r  
s p e c u la t io n  on m y  p a r t  to e x p r e s s  th e m  to y o u , and I th ink  i t  w o u ld  be 

b e t t e r  not to  do so .

Q U E S T IO N ; M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  yo u  s a id  th at the South V i e t n a m e s e  p a t r o ls  
w h ic h  a r e  i n s p e c t in g  ju n k s  w e r e  s e t  up w ith  U n ite d  S ta te s  a s s i s t a n c e .  C o u ld  
yo u  t e l l  u s  w h a t  f o r m  th at a s s i s t a n c e  to o k ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  Y e s .  A t  the t im e  w e  b e g a n  the e xp a n d ed  
p r o g r a m  of a s s i s t a n c e  to  South  V ie t n a m  in  D e c e m b e r  1961, a t  w h ic h  t im e  
w e  a n a ly z e d  in  s o m e  d e ta i l  the e x te n t  o f  infilt®atior> d u rin g  the p r e v i o u s  
s i x  m o n th s .  It w a s  on th at b a s i s  th a t  I r e p o r t e d  to yo u  the v e r y  e x t e n s i v e  
i n f i l t r a t i o n  th at to o k  p la c e  then. W e c o n c lu d e d  the  b e s t  f o r m  o f p r e v e n t io n  
w o u ld  be  the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a ju n k  p a t r o l .  T o  th at end, w e  p r o v id e d  

the funds n e c e s s a r y  to c o n s t r u c t  a b o u t  500 ju n k s ,  T h e s e  f a l l  in to  fo u r  
c a t e g o r i e s ;  C o m m a n d  ju n k s ,  w h ic h  a r e  m o t o r i z e d ,  c a r r y  a c r e w  o f abo ut 
ten  m e n ,  a r e  a r m e d  w ith  a u to m a t ic  w e a p o n s ,  e q u ip p e d  w ith  r a d io s ;  
m o t o r i z e d  s a i l o r  ju n k s ,  w h ic h  a r e  a l s o  a r m e d ,  w h ic h  p a t r o l  the c o a s t s ;  
s a i l in g  ju n k s ,  w h ic h  a c t  a s  p ic k e t  sh ip s  to c a r r y  out s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  p a r
t i c u l a r  a r e a s ;  and m o to r  ju n k s ,  w ith o u t  s a l e s .  T h is  f o r c e  o f  s o m e  500 

ju n k s  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  in  the s h ip y a r d s  of South V ie t n a m ,  e q u ip p ed  w ith  
e n g in e s ,  in  s o m e  c a s e s ,  s u p p lie d  f r o m  th is  c o u n tr y ,  and g e n e r a l l y  
f in a n c e d  b y  th e  M i l i t a r y  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m  of th is  c o u n tr y ,

Q U E S T IO N ;:  A n d  th e y  o p e r a t e  on t h e i r  ow n?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ;  T h e y  o p e r a t e  on t h e i r  own. T h e y  a r e  p a r t  
o f  the South V i e t n a m e s e  N a v y ,  c o m m a n d e d  b y  the South V i e t n a m e s e  N a v y ,  
o p e r a t in g  in  the  c o a s t a l  w a te ry  in s p e c t in g  s u s p ic io u s  in c o m in g  ju n k s ,  s e e k in g  
to d e t e r  and p r e v e n t  the i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  both  m e n  and m a t e r i e l  f r o m  N o rth  
V ie tn a m  in to  South  V ie tn a m ,

Q U E S T IO N ; M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  do th e s e  ju n k s  go N o rth ,  in to  N o rth  
V i e t n a m  w a t e r s ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ;  T h e y  h a v e  a d v a n c e d  c l o s e r  a n d  c l o s e r  to 
the 17th p a r a l l e l ,  and in  s o m e  c a s e s  I th in k  h a v e  m o v e d  b e y o n d  th a t  in  
an  e f f o r t  to sto p  the i n f i l t r a t i o n  c l o s e r  to the point o f  o r ig in .

Q U E S T IO N ; D o o u r N a v a l  v e s s e l s  a f f o r d  a n y  c o v e r  fo r  t h e s e  ju n k s  
in  th o s e  o p e r a t io n s ?

(MORE)
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S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ;  O u r  N a v a l  v e s s e l s  a f f o r d  no c o v e r  w h a t
s o e v e r ,  O u r N a v a l  p e r s o n n e l  do not p a r t i c i p a t e  in  the ju n k  o p e r a t io n s .

Q U E S T IO N : M r ,  S e c r e t a r y ,  i f  the N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  a r e  h o ld in g  an 
A m e r i c a n  p i lo t ,  d o e s  i t  a p p e a r  th a t  i t  i s  y o u r  L t .  A l v a r e z ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ;  T h e r e  i s  s o m e  in d ic a t io n  th at i f  th e y  h o ld  
one o f  o u r  p i lo t s ,  i t  i s  h e ,

Q U E S T IO N : W h at a r e  the in d ic a t io n s ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  W e b e l i e v e d  th at he b a i le d  out o f  h is  a i r
c r a f t .  T h e r e  w a s  a n  in d ic a t io n  f r o m  the a u to m a t ic  b e e p e r  a t ta c h e d  to a 
p a r a c h u t e  th at he did so .

Q U E S T IO N : W hat s o r t  o f  s ta tu s  d o e s  a  m a n  l ik e  th is  h a v e  and w h a t 
s te p s  ca n  be ta k e n ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  He i s  a  c a p t iv e  of w a r  and w e  w o u ld  s e e k  
th ro u g h  n e u t r a l  c h a n n e ls  to  o b ta in  h is  r e l e a s e .  W h e th e r  w e  a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  
in  doing s o ,  I d o n 't  kn o w , but w e  a r e  b r in g in g  to b e a r  e v e r y  p o s s i b le  

p r e s s u r e  to th at end,

I h a v e  t im e  f o r  one m o r e  q u e s t io n ,  g e n t le m e n ,

Q U E S T IO N : M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  yo u  s a id  the d e s t r o y e r  p a t r o l  had  b e e n  
r e s u m e d  in  the G u lf  of T o n k in ,  W a s  i t  b r o k e n  o ff?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  It w a s  b r o k e n  o f f  d u r in g  the a t t a c k  upon 

i t  in  the d a r k n e s s  the -.night b e f o r e  l a s t  and, of c o u r s e ,  d u r in g  the a c t io n  
o f  y e s t e r d a y  i t  w a s  a l s o  b r o k e n  off .  B u t  i t  h a s  b e e n  r e s u m e d  and w i l l  
contin ue  vintil c o m p le t e d  s o m e  t im e  l a t e r  th is  w e e k  o r  e a r l y  n e xt.

Q U E S T IO N : S i r ,  - -

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ;  T h a n k  you.

O ne q u e st io n .

Q U E S T IO N : - -  a r e  the  r e in fo r c e m e n ts  s e m i - p e r m a n e n t ?  In o th e r  
w o r d s ,  i f  th e r e  i s  no a d d it io n a l  in c id e n t  in  a w e e k  o r  tw o w e e k s ,  w i l l  

t h e s e  p la n e s  s t a r t  c o m in g  b a ck :

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  The r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  w i l l  s t a y  in  p o s i t io n  
a s  lo n g  a s  r e q u ir e d .

T H E  P R E S S :  T h a n k  yo u , M r .  S e c r e t a r y .

- E N D -
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  D E F E N S E

H O N O R A B L E  R O B E R T  S. M c N A M A R A
 S E C R E T A R Y  O F  D E E E r^ |E

I n t e r v i e w e d

b y

N E I L  S T R a V s E R ,  C B S T V

7:30 P .  M.^ e D T

W e d n e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  V 1 9 6 ^

Q U E S T IO N : S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a ,  h a v e  y o u r  c o n tin u in g  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  

r e p o r t s  d u r in g  the d a y  c h a n g e d  in  a n y  w a y  y o u r  e a r l i e r  e s t i m a t e  o f  th^ d a m a g e  
i n f l i c t e d  on th o s e  N o r th  V ie t n a m  b a s e s ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ;  N o, not a t  a l l .  D u r in g  the d a y  W e 'v e  c a r r i e d  
o u t  p o s t  s t r i k e  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  u s in g  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  the tw o  c a r r i e r s  T IG O N  
D E R O G A  a n d  C O N S T E L L A T I O N  a n d  t h e s e  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  a i r c r a f t  and the 
p h o to s  th a t  th e y  h a v e  s u p p lie d  to  the c a r r i e r s  h a v e  s u p p o r te d  the e s t i m a t e s  
w e  m a d e  e a r l i e r  in  the  d a y .  A t  th a t  t im e  y o u  m a y  r e c a l l  th a t  w e  r e p o r t e d  
w e  h a d  a t t a c k e d  th e  fo u r  to r p e d o  b a s e s  a t  H on G a y ,  L o c  C h a o ,  P h u c  L o i ,
V in h ,  Q u a n g  K h e ,  a n d  w e  s ta te d  w e  h a d  d e s t r o y e d  th e  s u p p o rt in g  f a c i l i t i e s  
o f  th e  b a s e s  a n d  h a d  e i t h e r  d a m a g e d  o r  d e s t r o y e d  a b o u t  25 o f  th e  p a t r o l  
c r a f t  t h e m s e l v e s .

'' '
A n d  in  a d d it io n ,  w e  a t t a c k e d  the  V in h  o i l  s t o r a g e  a r e a  w h ic h  i s  a s s o t i a t f e d ' , 

With the  Fhuc L o i  b a s e  and s u p p o r ts  the o th e r  b a s e s  a s  w e l l .  T h is  b a s e  ait V in h  
c o n ta in s  a b o u t  10% o f the  to ta l  p e t r o le u m  c a p a c i t y  o f  N o rth  V ie tn a m ,  '-vh *^e- - 
s t r o y e d  90% o f  th a t  10%. ? ’ ■"

Q U E S T IO N : M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  d id  y o u r  re co n n aissa n t^ e  f l ig h t s  mfeet w ith  
a n y  a n t i a i r c r a f t , / i r e ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  No, N one. ' “ (M O R E )

A. ,
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Q U E S T IO N : T h e  e a r l i e r  a i r  s t r i k e  d id ?

^ S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ;  Y e s ,  th e y  had.

Q U E S T IO N : D o y o u  f e e l  th at th is  m i s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  acco T O p lish ed  th en ?  

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  V e r y  s u c c e s s f u l l y .

Q U E S T IO N : W h y do y©u th in k  th a t  the N o rth  V ie t n a m  c a r r i e d  out the  ^*T . 

b o a t  a t t a c k s  in  the f i r s t  p l a c e ?  ^

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  I c a n 't  s a y .  It w a s  d e l i b e r a t e ,  u n p ro v o k e d  
a g g r e s s i o n  on the h i g h s e a s .  I t  w o u ld  be s h e e r  s p e c u la t io n  on m y  p a r t  to 

a t te m p t  to  e x p la in  the  r e a s o n  f o r  th a t  a t ta c k .

Q U E S T IO N : T h e  N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  h a v e  m a d e  one r e a c t i o n .  T h e y  h a v e  
c l a i m e d  th at th e y  h a v e  sh o t down f i v e  o f  o u r  a ircra ft j^  Y o u  s a id ,  I b e l i e v e ,  

w e  l o s t  tw o.

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  W e l o s t  tw o a i r c r a f t  and w e  h a d  one d a m a g e d .  
E a r l i e r  to d a y  I b e l i e v e  I s a d  tw o . B u t  i t  tu r n e d  out t h e r e  w a s  o n ly  one d a m
a g e d ,  and th a t  a i r c r a f t  th at w a s  d a m a g e d  la n d e d  a t  D a  N ang in  South  V ie tn a m . 
It h a d  v e r y  m in o r  d a m a g e  and w i l l  be s h o r t ly  r e t u r n e d  to th e  f le e t .

Q U E S T IO N : T h e  N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  a l s o  c l a i m  to h a v e  c a p tu r e d  an  
A m e r i c a n  p i lo t .  D o e s  that s e e m  b o r n e  out?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ;  T h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e .  W e ,  a s  I s a y ,  l o s t  tw o a i r
c r a f t  - -  one a n  A - 1  a i r c r a f t  a n d  the o th e r  a n  A - 4  a i r c r a f t  - -  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  
c o n ta in e d  one p i lo t .  W e b e l i e v e  one o f  the p i lo t s  "was lo s t ,  one o f  the p i lo ts  
m a y  h a v e  la n d e d  in  N o rth  V i e t n a m .  ‘n .

Q U E S T IO N ; R e tu r n in g  a m o m e n t  to the s t r i k e  o f  the to r p e d o  b-oat b a « « s ,  
do y o u  s t i l l  h o ld  to the  f i g u r e  o f  a b o u t  25 b o a t s ?

■ S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  Y e s ,  I th in k  th at ab o u t 25 o f  the cjraft w e r e  

-e i th e r  d a m a g e d  o r  d e s t r o y e d .  - '

’ Q U E S T IO N : Is th a t  j u s t  a b o u t  th e  s u m  to ta l  of the  N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  . . .

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  N o, I s u s p e c t  th e y  h a v e  p e r h a p s  a  q u a r t e r  
to  o n e th ii/ d 'o f  t h e i r  p a t r o l  b o a t  f o r c e  o p e r a t io n a l .  "ButJJfee b\ilk o f  th e m  havfe 
b e e n  e l i m in a t e d  f r o m  o p e r a t io n a l  u s e .  ^

(M O R E )
; .O:-
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W e 'v e  m o v e d  an a t t a c k  c a r r i e r  t a s k  f o r c e  f r o m  the F i r s t  F le ^ t  w h ic h  o p e r a t e s  
o ff  the P a c i f i c  c o a s t  in to  the W e s t e r n  P a c i f i c .  ^_We've a l e r t e d  a n d  r e a d i e d  fo r  
m o v e m e n t  s e l e c t e d  A r m y  a n d  M a r i n e  u n its .  ' ’i '

Q U E S T IO N : W h at m ig h t  b e  the r a n g e  o f  o u r  r e s p o n s e  i f  t h e r e  a r e  f u r t h e r  
p r o v o c a t i o n s ?

V

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  O u r  r e s p o n s e  w i l l  be  f i r m  and , a s  P r e s i d e n t  
J o h n so n  s a id ,  i t  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  a n d  i t  w i l l  be  r e le v a n t  to the a g g r e s s i v e  
a c t io n s  o f  the N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e .

Q U E S T IO N : W o u ld  th a t  m e a n ,  fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  th a t  i f  th e y  borr^ South 
V ie t n a m ,  th a t  w e  w o u ld  b o m b  t h e i r  b a s e s  in  r e t u r n ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  I w o u ld n 't  w i s h  to  p r e d i c t  e x a c t l y  h o w  w e  .. 

w ould  r e s p o n d ,  b u t  I w o u ld  s a y  w e 'd  r e s p o n d  in  a fa s h io n  s i m i l a r  to th at p f 
the l a s t  d a y ,  in  w h ic h  w h e n  th e y  a t t a c k e d  u s  a t  s e a  u s in g  to rp e d o  b o a ts ,  
w e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e i r  to r p e d o  b o a t  c a p a b i l i t y .

Q U E S T IO N : It c a n  be a s s u m e d  th a t  b o m b in g  o f  c i t i e s  and  c i v i l i a n  p o p u
la t io n  w o u ld  b e  a b o u t  the l a s t  a l t e r n a t i v e ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  Y e s .  I th in k  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to recogip.ize 
th a t  to d a y  w e  w e r e  a t t a c k in g  i s o l a t e d  m a r in e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  
w e r e  not a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  c i v i l i a n  p o p u la t io n  c e n t e r s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  th e r e  
w e r e  v e r y  fe w  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .

Q U E S T IO N : ' T h is  w a s  k in d  o f a n  o ld fa s h io n e d  w a r l i k e
i n c id e n t ,  to o ,  w ith  an  a i r s t r i k e  and  c o n v e n t io n a l  b o m b s .  Is t h e r e  a?iy p o in t 
w h e r e  t a c t i c a l  n u c le a r  w e a p o n s  . . .

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  I s e e  no r e a s o n  to  th in k  th at o u r  c o n v e n tio n a l  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  a r e  not s u f f ic i e n t  to r e s p o n d  to  the  ty p e  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  w e c a n  
e x p e c t  f r o m  N o rth  V ie t n a m ,

\K' ■
Q U E S T IO N : So f a r  w e  h a v e  b e e n  ta lk in g  abo ut N o rth  V i e t n a m .  E l s e

w h e r e  in  the C o m m u n is t  w o r l d  the R u s s i a n s  h a v e  b e e n  c a u t io u s  so  f^ r. A n d  

the  f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  f r o m  the C o m m u n is t  C h in e s e  i s  to  a c c u s e  P r« « x4 e n t 
Joharson o f p la y in g  p o l i t i c s .  D o y o u  h a v e  a n y  f e a r  o f  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r c e s s i o n  
b y  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  p o w e r s ?

(M O R E )
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S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  I c a n 't  p r e d i c t  t h e i r  a c t io n s .  I c a n  o n ly  s a y  

w e  a r e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  w h a t e v e r  a c t io n  th e y  u n d e r ta k e .

Q U E S T IO N ; T h e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  y o u  s e n t  in  -would ta k e  c a r e  o f  th a t ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  Y e s ,  and w e  h a v e  f u r t h e r  r e in fo r c e n a e n t  

c a p a b i l i t i e s  w e  hav^ not y e t  c a l l e d  upon.

Q U E S T IO N : M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  y o u  sp e n t  th e  n ig h t in  the P e n ta g o n  h e r e  
l a s t  n ig h t a n d  y o u  sp e n t  m a n y  n ig h ts  h e r e  d u r in g  the C u b a n  C r i s i s .  How 
w o u ld  y o u  c o m p a r e  y o u r  f e e l i n g s  th e s e  p a s t  t w e n t y fo u r  h o u r s  w ith  y o u r  
f e e l i n g s  in  the  c r i s i s  th e n ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ;  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  s i m i l a r i t i e s  I th in k  b e tw e e n  
th e  a c t io n  the l a s t  t w e n t y f o u r  h o u r s  and  the C u b a n  C r i s i s  a n d  s o m e  v e r y  
g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  to o . In the c a s e  o f  the C u b a n  C r i s i s  n u c le a r  w e a p o n s  
w e r e  a r m e d ,  in  o p e r a t io n a l  c o n d it io n , and p o i s e d  to  be la u n c h e d  a g a i n s t  
th is  c o u n tr y .  In th a t  s e n s e  i t  w a s  a  m u c h  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  c r i s i s .  O n the 
o th e r  han d  o u r  r e s p o n s e  in  e a c h  i n s t a n c e  w a s  a c o n t r o l le d  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  
th e  t r e m e n d o u s  p o w e r  w h ic h  w e  h a v e .  A s  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n so n  in d ic a te d ,  w e  
s e e k  no w i d e r  w a r ,  but w e  w i l l  r e s p o n d  w ith  f i r m n e s s  and w e  w i l l  i n s u r e  
that a n y  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t io n  a g a i n s t  o u r  f o r c e s  i s  m e t  w ith  p o w e r  a n d  f o r c e  
and p r e s s t a r e  a g a i n s t  the a g g r e s s o r .  T h a t  w a s  t r u e  in  the  C u b a n  C r i s i s  and 
it*s c e r t a i n l y  b e e n  t r u e  in  the l a s t  f o r t y e i g h t  h o u r s .

Q U E S T IO N : P e r s o n a l l y  how  do yo u  r e a c t  to  th e s e  c r i s e s .  W ith  n e r v o u s

n e s s ,  t e n s e n e s s  . . .  o r  w h a t  . . . ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ;  W ith  l a c k  o f  s le e p .

Q U E S T IO N : I n c id e n ta l ly ,  ho w  d id  y o u  s l e e p  l a s t  n ig h t to  r e c e i v i n g  th o s e  

r e p o r t s  d u r in g  the n ig h t?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A ;  W ith  a b o u t 3 1/ 2  h o u r s  o f  s l e e p  d u r in g  the 
n ig h t.  I 'm  lo o k in g  f o r w a r d  to  le a v i n g  h e r e  a n d  g o in g  h o m e  i m m e d i a t e ly .

 ̂ Q U E S T IO N : Y o u  a r e  not g o in g  to  sp en d  the n ig h t h e r e  to n ig h t?

s e c r e t a r y  M c N A M A R A :  N o , I w i l l  not sp en d  the n ig h t  h e r e  to n ig h t.
i-

Qy^STION: T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h .  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  M c N a m a r a .
A n 4  ^bw b a c k  to H a r r y  R e a s o n e r  in  N e w  Y o r k .

- E  N D -
«  H \
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D E P A R T 'k E N T  O F  D E F E N S E

H O N O R A B L E  R O B E R T  S. M c N A M A R A  
S E C R E T A R Y  O F  D E F E N S E

I n t e r v ie w e d  b y

P E T E R  H A C K E S ,  N B C T V

9 :1 5  P . M .  E D T

W e d n e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  5, 1964

Q U E S T IO N : M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  i t ' s  b e e n  ju s t  ab o u t 12 h o u r s  now 
s i n c e  y o u  m e t  w ith  us h e r e  in  th is  r o o m .  W hat c a n  y o u   u  now to 

b r in g  us up to d a te  on the  s i tu a t io n  in  the T o n k in  G u  V

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  W e 'v e  c a r r i e d  out p h o to g ra p h ic  
r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  m i s s i o n s  d u r in g  the p a s t  12 h o u r s  o v e r  th e  t a r g e t  a re% s. 
T h e  p h o to g r a p h s  f r o m  th e s e  m i s s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  a n a ly z e d  and th e y  c o n
f i r m  e s s e n t a i l l y  the r e p o r t s  th at I g a v e  e a r l i e r  to d a y .  We h a v e  d a m a g e d  
o r  d e s t r o y e d  abo ut 25 o f  the N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  p a t r o l  c r a f t ,  the to r p e d o  
b o a ts  w h ic h  a t t a c k e d  o u r  d e s t r o y e r s  A u g u s t  2 and A u g u s t  4. In ad d itio n , 
w e  h a v e  d a m a g e d  and d e s t r o y e d  the  su p p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  and b a s e  f a p i l i t i e s  
f o r  th o s e  c r a f t - - c e r t a i n l y  th e  a n t i - a i r c r a f t  e m p la c e m e n t s  p r o t e c t in g  
th o s e  b a s e s  and ab o u t 90% of th e  p e t r o le u m  s t o r a g e  dum p a t  V in h . A t  
V in h  i s  l o c a t e d  ab o u t 10 p e r c e n t i v e  p o in ts  of the to ta l  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y  
o f  p e t r o le u m  in  N o rth  V ie tn a m .

Q U E S T IO N :  W e ll ,  th en , how  s u c c e s s f u l  w ould  you  c h a r a c t e r i z e  

l a s t  n ig h t 's  s t r i k e ?
i  > ■

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  W e ll ,  I th in k  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l ,  both 

f r o m  a p u r e l y  m i l i t a r y  point o f  v ie w  in  t e r m s  o f d a m a g e  in c u rre 4 »  a n̂d 
a l s o  h i g h ly  s u c c e s s f u l  in  the s e n s e  th a t  we h a v e  m a d e  it  u n m is t a k a b ly  
c l e a r  to th e  N o rth  V i e t n a m e s e  we w i l l  not t o l e r a t e  d e l ib e r a t e  u n p ro v o k e d  
a t t a c k s  on o u r v e s s e l s  o p e r a t in g  in in te r n a t io n a l  w a t e r s  on the h ig h  s e a s .

M O R E
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Q U E S T IO N : D u r in g  th e s e  64 s o r t i e s ,  M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  w h a t w e a p o n s  

d id  th e  p la n e s  u s e  ?

^ .:S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  T h e  p la n e s  w e r e  lo a d e d  w ith  b o m b s ,  
r o c k e t s ,  and 2 0 m m  s h e l l s .

Q U E S T IO N : W as the d a m a g e  m o s t l y  f r o m  the  b o m b s  ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  No, I th in k  th at the  m a j o r i t y  o f  the 
d a m a g e  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  the r o c k e t s .

Q U E S T IO N : In l ig h t  o f  the  tw o  A m e r i c a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  M r .  S e e i 'e t a r y ,  
w o u ld  yo u  s a y  it  w a s  a c t u a l l y  w o r th  it  ? '■

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  T h e  l o s s  o f  one A m e r i c a n  l i f e  is  a 
t r a g e d y ,  but I th in k  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  w ould  a g r e e  th at i t ' s  a b s o lu t e ly  
e s s e n t i a l  that o u r  s h ip s  h a v e  the r ig h t  to o p e r a t e  on the h igh  s e a s  in  
in te r n a t io n a l  w a t e r s ,  and th a t  in  the e v e n t  th at th e y  a r e  a t ta c k e d  in  
in t e r n a t io n a l  w a t e r s ,  we m u s t  r e s p o n d  b y  b r in g in g  o u r  p o w e r  a g a i n s t  the 

a g g r e s s o r ,  d e t e r r i n g  h im  f r o m  fu tu r e  a t t a c k s .

Q U E S T IO N : A r e  th in g s  m o s t l y  p e a c e f u l  a t  th is  h o u r  ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  T h e r e  a r e  no m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t io n s  b e in g  
c a r r i e d  on a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  o th e r  th a n  the ro u tin e  p a t r o l  o f  the M a d d o x  

and th e  T u r n e r  J o y  in  the G u lf  o f  T o n k in .

Q U E S T IO N : And u n d e r  w h at o r d e r s  a r e  t h e y  co n tin u in g  t h e ir  p a t r o l ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  T h e y 'r e  u n d e r  the s a m e  o r d e r s  th at th e y  
o p e r a t e d  u n d e r  e a r l i e r  th is  w e e k .  T h e y  a r e  to re s p o n d  to a n y  a t t a c k  b y , ' 

not o n ly  d r iv in g  o ff  the a t t a c k e r ,  but b y  s e e k in g  to d e s t r o y  h im  a s  w e l l .
1 ^  V

Q U E S T IO N : Is t h e r e  a n y  though t, M r .  S e c r e t a r y , ,  of i n c r e a s i n g  

t h is  p a t r o l  in  th a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a ?  Jis;; .

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  No, t h e r e  i s  no n eed  to..^ T he function® 
o f the  p a t r o l  c a n  be c a r r i e d  out b y  th e  tw o v e s s e l s  p r e s e n t l y  on p a t r o l .

Q U E S T IO N : A m o n g  the  t h e o r i e s  a d v a n c e d  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  a t t a c k  on 
S u n d a y  w a s  th a t  th is  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a n  a c c id e n t  on s o m e b o d y 's  p a r t .
C o u ld  yo u  c o m e  up w ith  th a t  c o n c lu s i o n  n o w ?

M O R E
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S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  I th in k  i t  w a s  r e a s o n a b le  to  e x p e c t  a f t e r  

th e  f i r s t  a t t a c k  th a t  i t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  an  a c c id e n t ,  th a t  i t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  
a  m i s c a l c u l a t i o n ,  a  m i s t a k e ,  but i t ' s  p e r f e c t l y  a p p a r e n t  a f t e r  th e  se c o n d  
a t t a c k  th a t  o c c u r r e d  on A u g u s t  4 th at t h e r e  w a s  a p a t t e r n  and a d e l ib e r a t e  
a t te m p t  to  d e s t r o y  o u r  d e s t r o y e r s  o p e r a t in g  on th e  h ig h  s e a s .  T h is  c o u ld  
not b e  tho ugh t to  be  an a c c id e n t  o r  a  m i s t a k e .

Q U E S T IO N : W hat abo ut the  t h e o r y  th a t  s o m e  p e o p le  h a v e  th at the 
C o m m u n is t s  did  not th in k  we w ould  s t r i k e  b a c k  o r  a t  l e a s t  not th is  h a r d ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  T h e y  sh o u ld  h a v e  le a r n e d  b y  now  th at 
w e w i l l  r e s p o n d  r a p i d l y  and f i r m l y  to  a n y  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a in s t  our f o r c e s .

Q U E S T IO N : I b e l i e v e  it  w a s  at  the  s e c o n d  o f  the  tw o N a tio n a l 
S e c u r i t y  C o u n c il ,  m e e t in g s  y e s t e r d a y  th a t  i t  w a s  d e c id e d  to  sen d  the  p la n e s  
on th e  s t r i k e s  a t  N o rth  V ie tn a m .

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  Y e s ,  th a t  is  c o r r e c t .

Q U E S T IO N : C a n  yo u  t e l l  us a n yth in g  about th e  m o o d  o f  w hat w ent 
on a t  th a t  m e e t in g  ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  I th in k  e v e r y o n e  p r e s e n t  r e c o g n i z e d  
w e a r e  fa c in g  a v e r y  p e r i l o u s  s i tu a t io n ,  a  v e r y  s e r i o u s  ^ituatj?on. T h e r e  
w a s  a  s o b e r n e s s  o f  m o o d  and a tt itu d e  in  d i s c u s s i o n ,  but a f i r m n e s s  of 
p u r p o s e  and a n  u n a n im o u s  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  to  the P r e s i d e n t  th a t  we 
r e s p o n d  a s  w e d id .

Q U E S T IO N : W as t h e r e  a  d e l a y - - t h e r e  w a s  a d e la y ,  I sh o u ld  s a y - -  
in  an n o u n cin g  th e  s t r i k e  t h r u s t  l a s t  n ig h t .  C a n  y o u  exp la ir i  t h a t - - i t  w as  
s e v e r a l  h o u r s  ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  Y e s ,  b e c a u s e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w ith  the 
d e c i s i o n  ta k in g  p l a c e  in  th e  la t e  a f te r n o o n  it  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  in fo r m  the 

C o m m a n d e r s  in  th e  P a c i f i c .  T h e y ,  in  tu r n ,  to  b r i e f  t h e i r  p i lp t s ,  lo a d  
t h e i r  a i r p l a n e s ,  and la u n c h  th o s e  c r a f t  a c r o s s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  200 m i l e s  
o f  w a t e r  to  t h e i r  t a r g e t s .  T h is  to o k  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  an< f^ntil s u c h  tim e!  ̂

( a s  th e  planttti wei*6 o v e r  tiie  t a r g e P it  w as  u n w is e  to  i M o r m  e i t h e r  o u r  
n a tio n  o r  th e  w o r ld  o f  the a c t io n  we h a d  u n d e r w a y .

Q U E S T IO N : M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  y o u 'v e  had  a h e c t i c  c o u p le  of d a y s  
n o w - - t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s ,  the  m o s t  d e l ic a t e  p e r io d  s in c e  the  C u b a n  C r i s i s .  

H ow d o e s  i t  f e e l  s w e a t in g  out a c r i s i s  th at c o u ld  c o n c e i v a b l y  d r a w  us

M O R E

J

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



S E C R E T A R Y  M N A M A R A  A s  I s a id ,  I th in k  th at a l l  of. ue who 

h a v  b n  a o d  w h  h  c r i s e s t h e  C u b a n  m i s s i l e  c r i s i s  of 
O c to b e r  1962 and, m o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  th e  e v e n ts  o f  the  p a s t  tw o d a y s ,  fa c e  
th e m  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e y  a r e  s e r i o u s ,  t h e y  a r e  p e r i l o u s  s i tu a t io n s .  And th is  
in t r o d u c e s  a s o b e r n e s s  into  o n e 's  b e h a v i o r  and a tt itu d e ,  biaJt a l s o ,  I th ink, 
we f a c e  th e m  w ith  a f i r m n e s s  and the  r e s u l t s  in d ic a te  th a t  f i r m n e s s .

Q U E S T IO N : Y o u  s le p t  h e r e  in  th is  b u ild in g  l a s t  n ig h t,  M r .  
S e c r e t a r y ,  Aire yo u  g o in g  to  s l e e p  a g a in  h e r e  to n ig h t?

S E C i ^ E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  No, I s le p t  a l l  to o  l i m i t e d  la,st n ig h t.

A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  ab o u t 3 1 / 2  h o u r s  to  be  e x a c t ,

'■ Q U E S T IO N : W il l  yo u  be  s l e e p in g  h e r e  a g a i n ?

S E C R E T A i l Y  l^ c N A M A R A :  I e x p e c t  to  go h o m e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  
t h i s  p r o g r a m ,

Q U E S T IO N : W e ll ,  i s  th at o u r  c u e ?  C a n  we now  s a y  th a t  the  n a v a l  
c r i s i s  in  V ie tn a m  is  o v e r  ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M c N A M A R A :  If y o u r  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  a r e  a s  good  a s  
m in e  w ith  the n a v a l  f o r c e s  in  the P a c i f i c ,  y e s .  t

 ̂ f  * " I
I N T E R V I E W E R :  T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h ,  M r .  S e c r e t a r y .  T h is  i s  

“P e t e r  H a c k e s ,  N B C  N e w s in  th e  P e n ta g o n .
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Not fo r  P u b lic a tio n  
U n t i l  Released by the
Senate Fo re ig n  R e la tio n s  and Armed Se rv ic e s Committees

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROBERT S .  McNAMARA 
BEFORE TH E SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS AND ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEES

August 6 , 196k

Chairman F u l b r i ^ t ,  Chairman R u s s e l l ,  and members o f  the  Senate Fo re ig n  
R e la tio n s  and Armed Se rv ic e s  Committees;

D u rin g  the  p a st few days, d e lib e ra te  and unprovoked m i l i t a r y  a tta cks by the  

N o rth  Vietnamese have given r i s e  to  the  need fo r  us to  appear here today. I  

should l ik e  to  review  the  a tta cks w ith  you b r ie f ly  and to  describe the  responses 

we made to  those  a tta c k s.

The f i r s t  in c id e n t occurred on August 2 . I t  concerned the  USS MADDOX, one 

o f  our d e s tro y e rs  engaged in  a ro u tin e  p a tro l in  In te rn a t io n a l w a te rs o f  the  

G u lf o f  To n k in  o f f  th e  N o rth  V ie t  Nam coa st. A t about noon, when the  MADDOX 

was about 30 m ile s  from  the  coast, she rep orte d  th a t  th re e  torpedo boats were 

on a s o u th e rly  course heading towaxd th e  sh ip  a t a range o f  over 10 m ile s .

Two h o u rs la t e r ,  a t approxim ately 2:kO P .M ., the  MADDOX was approached by a 

h i ^  speed — to  50 knot —  c r a f t .  She re p o rte d  th a t  th e  apparent in te n t io n  

o f  t h i s  c ra f t  was to  conduct a torpedo a tta ck and th a t  she Intended to  open 

f i r e  in  se lf-d e fe n se  i f  necessa ry. She was attacked by th e  th re e  F T  c ra f t  a t 

3 :08  P.M . She opened f i r e  w ith  h e r f iv e - in c h  b a tte ry  a f te r  th re e  warning sh o ts  

fa i le d  to  slow  down the  a tta c k e rs . The P Ts  continued t h e i r  c lo s in g  maneuvers, 

and two o f  the  P Ts  c losed to  5 ,000  ya rd s, each f i r i n g  one to rpedo. The MADDOX 

changed course in  an evasive move and the  two torpedoes passed on the  sta rboard  

sid e  a t a d istance o f  100 to  200 ya rd s.
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The USS TICONDEROGA, which was opera ting  in  w a te rs to  the  southeast and 

which had been a le rte d  to  th e  impending a tta c k , advised she was sending fo u r  

already a irb o rn e  F -8 E  (CRUSADER) f i l t e r s  w ith  ro c ke ts and 20 mm ammunition to  

provide a i r  cover f o r  th e  MADDOX. A t about 3 :2 1  P .M ., the  t h i r d  h o s t i le  F T  

moved up to  th e  beam o f  th e  MADDOX and received a d ire c t h i t  by a f iv e - in c h  round; 

a t the  same tim e i t  dropped a torpedo in to  the  w ater which was no t seen to  ru n . 

Machine gun f i r e  from  the  P Ts  was d ire c te d  a t the  MADDOX. However, th e re  was no 

in ju r y  to  personne l and no damage. The MADDOX continued in  a so u th e rly  

d ire c tio n  to  jo in  w ith  a s i s t e r  d e stro y e r, the  C. TUEKER JOY, as TICONDEROGA 

a i r c r a i t  commenced a tta c k in g  the  P T s .  ZUNI rocket ru n s  and 20 mm s t ra f in g  a ttacks  

were d ire c te d  a g a inst two o f  the  P T s ,  and th e y  were damaged. The t h i r d  P T  remained 

dead in  th e  w ater a f te r  the  d ire c t h i t  by the  MADDOX. A t 3 :29  P .M ., the  engagement 

te rm ina ted  and the  a i r c r a f t  escorted the  MADDOX southward on i t s  p a tro l course.

On Monday, August 3# th e  P re s id e n t made p u b lic  in s t ru c t io n s  th a t he had 

issu e d  the  day before  regard ing  fu tu re  p a tro ls  and engagements w ith  enemy cra^ft.

He in s t ru c te d  th e  Navy, f i r s t ,  to  continue the  p a tro ls  in  the  G u lf o f  To n k in ; 

second, to  double the  fo rc e  by adding an a d d itio n a l d e stro y e r to  the  one a lready  

on p a tro l;  t h i r d ,  to  provide a combat a i r  p a tro l over the  d e s tro y e rs ; and fo u r th ,  

to  is su e  in s t ru c t io n s  to  th e  combat a i r c r a f t  and to  the  d e stro y e rs  (a) to  a ttack  

any fo rc e  which attacked them in  in te rn a t io n a l w a te rs, and (b) to  a ttack w ith  the  

o b je c tive  o f  no t o n ly  d r iv in g  o f f  the  fo rc e  bu t o f  d e stro y in g  i t .

A t th e  same tim e as these  in s t ru c t io n s  were being broadcast th ro u ^ o u t  the  

w o rld , the  S ta te  Department, a c ting  pursuant to  the  P re s id e n t 's  fu r th e r  

in s t ru c t io n s ,  took ste p s to  d e liv e r  a note o f  p ro te s t to  the  N o rth  Vietnam regime. 

The note was a lso  w id e ly  p u b lic ize d . I t  concluded w ith  the  words, "The U n ite d
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S ta te s  Government expects th a t  the  a u th o r it ie s  o f  the  regime in  N o rth  Viet-Nam  

w i l l  be under no m isapprehension as to  the  grave consequences which would 

in e v ita b ly  r e s u l t  from  any fu r th e r  unprovoked o ffe n s iv e  m i l i t a r y  a c tio n  a g a inst 

U n ite d  S ta te s  fo rc e s ."

Our hopes th a t  th e  f i rm  defensive a c tion  taken in  response to  the  f i r s t  

a tta ck  and the  p ro te s t  to  Hanoi would end the  m a tte r were s h o r t- l iv e d .

A f te r  th e  f i r s t  a ttack on Sunday, the  MADDOX jo in e d  w ith  i t s  s i s t e r  

d e stro y e r, the  USS TUENER JOY, in  th e  G u lf o f  To n k in  and resumed i t s  p a tro l  

in  in te rn a t io n a l w a te rs, as d ire c te d  by the  P re s id e n t.

Monday, August 3, was u n e v e n tfu l.

The p a tro l was a lso  u n e ve n tfu l (̂ v’ ing  most o f  the  d a y lig h t ho u rs o f  

Tuesday, August k.  In  the  e a rly  <-‘.ening o f  August 1+, however, the  MADDOX 

rep o rte d  radar contact w ith  x d e n tif ie d  surface  v e sse ls  who were p a ra lle lin g  

i t s  tra c k  and th e  tra c k  . ' th e  TURNER JOY. I t  was 7 :iK ) P.M . when the  MADDOX 

re p o rte d  th a t ,  from  c ions being taken by those  u n id e n t if ie d  v e s s e ls , an 

atta ck  by them ap.^ared im m inent. A t t h i s  tim e th e  MADDOX was heading southeast 

near th e  cente-- o f  the  G u lf o f  To n k in  in  In te rn a t io n a l w a te rs approxim ately 65 

m ile s  from  the  n e a re st land.

The MADDOX a t 8 :3 6  P.M. e s ta b lish e d  new radar contact w ith  two u n id e n t if ie d  

surface  v e sse ls  and th re e  u n id e n t if ie d  a i r c r a f t .  A t t h i s  tim e , U . S . f i l t e r  

a i r c r a f t  were launched from  the  TICONDEROGA to  rendezvous w ith  the  MADDOX and 

the  TURNER JOY to  p rovide  p ro te c tio n  a g a inst p o ss ib le  a tta ck from  the  u n id e n t if ie d  

v e sse ls  and a i r c r a f t ,  in  accordance w ith  the  P re s id e n t 's  p re v io u s ly  issu e d  

d ire c t iv e s .  S h o r t ly  th e re a fte r ,  the  MADDOX re p o rte d  th a t  the  u n id e n t if ie d  a i r c r a f t  

had disappeared from  i t s  radar screen and th a t the  surface  v e sse ls  were rem aining  

a t a d is ta n c e . The a i r c r a f t  from  the  TICONDEROGA a rr iv e d  and commenced defensive  

p a tro l over the  MADDOX and the  TURNER JOY.
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A t 9 :3 0  P .M ., a d d itio n a l u n id e n t if ie d  v e sse ls  were observed on the  MADDOX

1

ra d a r, and these  v e sse ls  began to  c lose ra p id ly  on the  d e stro y e r p a tro l a t speeds 

in  excess o f  40 k n o ts . The a tta c k in g  c ra f t  continued to  c lose  ra p id ly  from the  

west and south  and the  MADDOX rep orte d  th a t  t h e i r  in te n t io n s  were evalixated as 

h o s t i le .  The d e s tro y e rs  rep orte d  a t 9 :5 2  P.M* th a t  they were under continuous  

torpedo a tta c k  and were engaged in  de fensive  c o u n te r f ire .

W ith in  the  next h o u r, the  d e stro y e rs  re layed messages s ta t in g  th a t the y  had 

avoided a niimber o r  to rpedos, th a t  they had been under repeated a tta c k , and th a t  

th e y  had sunk two o f  the  a tta c k ing  c ra f t .  By M id n i^ t  lo c a l tim e , the  

d e stro y e rs  rep orte d  th a t ,  even though many torpedoes had been f i r e d  a t them, 

they had s u ffe re d  no h i t s  n o r c a su a ltie s  and th a t  the  defensive  a i r c r a f t  from  

the  TICONDEROGA were i l lu m in a t in g  the  area and a tta c k in g  the  enemy surface  

c r a f t . S h o r t ly  th e re a fte r ,  th e y  re p o rte d  th a t a t le a s t  two enemy c ra f t  had been 

sunk although low c e ilin g s  continued to  hamper th e  a i r c r a f t  o p e ra tio n s. The  

TURNER JOY rep orte d  th a t  d u rin g  the  engagement, in  a d d itio n  to  the  torpedo  

a tta c k , she was f i r e d  upon by automatic weapons w h ile  being illu m in a te d  by 

s e a rc h lig h ts .

F in a l ly ,  a f te r  more than two ho u rs \mder a tta c k , th e  d e s tro y e rs  rep orted  

a t 1 :3 0  A.M. th a t  the  a tta c k in g  c ra f t  had apparently  broken o f f  th e  engagement.

The d e lib e ra te  and unprovoked na tu re  o f  the  a tta c k s a t lo c a tio n s  th a t were 

in d isp u ta b ly  in  in te rn a t io n a l w a te rs compelled th e  P re s id e n t and h is  p r in c ip a l 

a d v ise rs  to  conclude th a t a prompt and f i rm  m i l i t a r y  response was re q u ire d . 

A ccord ing ly , the  P re id e n t decided th a t  a i r  a c tio n , in  re p ly  to  th e  unprovoked 

a tta c k s, should  be taken a g a in st gun boats and c e rta in  su p p o rtin g  f a c i l i t i e s  

in  N o rth  Vietnam which had been used in  the  h o s t i le  o p e ra tio n s. On Tuesday 

evening, a f te r  c o n su ltin g  w ith  C ongressional le a d e rsh ip , he So inform ed the
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American people.

The U n ite d  S ta te s  m i l i t a r y  response was c a re fu lly  planned suid e f fe c t iv e ly  

c a rrie d  o u t . T h e U . S ,  a i r  s t r i kes hegan approxim ately a t noon Wednesday lo c a l 

tim e a g a in st N o rth  Vietnamese F T  and gun h o a ts , t h e i r  bases and support f a c i l i t i e s .  

These re p r is a l  a tta c k s, c a rrie d  out by naval a i r c r a f t  o f  the  U n ite d  S ta te s  

Seventh F le e t  from  the  c a r r ie r s  TICONDEROGA and CONSTELLATION, were l im ite d  in  

scale - -  t h e i r  p rim a ry  ta rg e ts  being th e  weapons a g a inst which our p a t ro l l in g  

d e stro y e rs  had been fo rced  to  defend them selves tw ice  in  the  p r io r  72  h o u rs .

S p e c if ic a lly ,  o u r naval a i r  fo rc e s  launched 6h a tta ck s o r t ie s  a g a in st U 

N o rth  Vietnamese p a tro l boat bases and t h e i r  boats and a g a in st a major sup p o rting  

o i l  storage depot. S t r ik e  re p o rts  in d ic a te  th a t  a l l  ta rg e ts  were se ve re ly  h i t ,  

in  p a r t ic u la r  the  petroleum  in s ta l la t io n  where 10^ o f  N o rth  Vietnam ’ s petroleum  

storage capacity was 90^ destroyed. Smoke was observed r i s in g  to  ll4-,000 fe e t .

Some 25 N o rth  Vietnamese p a tro l boats were destroyed o r  damaged.

Our ].osses were’ two a i r c r a f t  destroyed and two damaged. One o f  the  p i lo t s  

i s  b e lieved  to  have crashed w ith  h i s  plane between two PT c ra f t  he had under 

a tta c k . An o th e r p i lo t  rep o rte d  th a t  he was e je c tin g  from  h i s  downed a i r c r a f t .

H is  whereabouts i s  a t p re se n t l i s t e d  as unknown.

In  view o f  the  unprovoked and d e lib e ra te  a tta cks in  in te rn a t io n a l w a te rs  

on our naval v e sse ls  and bearing  in  mind th a t the  b e st way to  d e te r e sc a la tio n  

i s  to  be prepared fo r  i t ,  the  P re s id e n t and h i s  p r in c ip a l a d v ise rs  concluded 

th a t a d d itio n a l p reca utiona ry  measures were re q u ire d  in  Southeast A s ia . C e rta in  

m il i t a r y  deployments to  the  area are th e re fo re  now underway. These inc lu d e : 

a . T ra n s fe r  o f  an a tta ck  c a r r ie r  group from  th e  P a c if ic  Coast to  the  

W estern P a c if ic ;
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4̂tes oi;

H E W S  RBAEASE
OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SICRtTARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS)

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D. C.  - 2 0 3 0 1  

P L E A S E  N O T E  D A T E

FOR THE PRESS: Axigust 5 j 196^ NO. 576-61̂ -
Oxford 5 3201 ( I n f o .)  
Oxford 7 3189 (Copies)

S ecretary o f  Defense Robert S. McNamara today i d e n t i f i e d  t a r g e t s  in  

Nor th Vietnam under a tta c k  by U. S. c a r r ie r  a i r c r a f t  as fo llo w s:

Hon Gay  P a tr o l  boats and a s so c ia te d  f a c i l i t i e s .

Loc Chao  P a tr o l  boats and a s so c ia te d  f a c i l i t i e s .

Pbcuc Loi  P a tro l  boats and a s so c ia te d  f a c i l i t i e s .

Vinh  O il  storage.

Quang Khe  P a tr o l  boats and a s so c ia te d  f a c i l i t i e s .
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN^^

PRESS  B R IE F IN G  

By

HONORABLE ROBERT S .  McNAMARA 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

9 :0 0  a.m. 

Wednesday, 5 A ug ust 1964

SECRETARY McNAMARA: As you know, on A ug ust 2nd, and aga in  
on A u g u st 4 th ,  N o rth  V ietnam ese su rfa c e  v e s s e ls  a ttac ke d  U . S .  
d e s tro y e rs  o p e ra tin g  on ro u t in e  p a t ro l in  in te r n a t io n a l  w a te rs  
in  th e  G u lf  o f  T o n k in .

In  r e t a l ia t io n  f o r  t h i s  unprovoked a tta c k  on th e  h ig h  se a s , 
o u r fo rc e s  have s t ru c k  th e  bases used by th e  N o rth  V ietnam ese  
p a t r o l  c r a f t .  D u rin g  th e  n ig h t , 64 a tta c k  s o r t ie s  were launched  
fro m  th e  U . S .  c lirrle rs '"TIC O lJD ERO G A  and CONSTELLATION a g a in s t  
th e  fo u r  N o rth  V ietnam ese p a t r o l  bases and c e r ta in  su p p o rt  
f a c i l i t i e s  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th o se  b a se s.

The p o in ts  a re  lo c a te d  on t h i s  map show ing th e  G u lf  o f  
T o n k in ,  So u th  C h in a , N o rth  V ie t  Nam. The f i r s t  base i s  a t  
Hon Gay in  N o rth  V ie t  Nam; th e  second a t Loc Chao; th e  t h i r d  
a t P h u c lo i;  th e  fo u r th  a t  Quang Khe; and the  f i f t h  s t r i k e  was 
a g a in s t th e  V in h  o i l  s to ra g e  d e p o t, w hich i s  a sso c ia te d  w ith  
th e  Swatow to rp e d o  base.

The  o i l  s to ra g e  d e p o t, w h ich c o n ta in s  14 ta n k s ,  a p p ro x i
m a te ly  10 p e rc e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  p e tro le u m  s to ra g e  c a p a c ity  o f  
N o rth  V ie t  Nam, was 90 p e rc e n t d e s tro y e d . Smoke was observed  
r i s i n g  to  1 4 ,0 0 0  fe e t .  In  a d d it io n  to  th e  damage to  th e  t o r 
pedo b oa t bases and t h e i r  su p p o rt f a c i l i t i e s ,  a p p ro x im a te ly  25 
o f  th e  b o a ts were damaged o r  d e s tro y e d .

Two o f  o u r a i r c r a f t  were l o s t ,  two o f  o u r a i r c r a f t  were 
damaged, a l l  o th e rs  have been recovered  s a fe ly  on th e  c a r
r i e r s .  The  d e s t ro y e rs  MADDOX and TURNER JOY, w hich have been 
o p e ra tin g  on ro u t in e  p a t ro l  in  th e  G u lf  o f  T o n k in ,  have r e 
sumed t h e i r  p a t r o l  o p e ra tio n s  in  in te r n a t io n a l  w a te rs .
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O  ■ o
L a s t  n ig h t  I  announced th a t  moves were underway to  re in fo rc e  

o u r fo rc e s  in  th e  P a c i f ic  a re a . The se  moves in c lu d e  th e  fo l lo w 
ing a c t io n s :  F i r s t ,  an a tta c k  c a r r ie r  group has been t ra n s fe r re d  
fro m  th e  F i r s t  F le e t  on th e  P a c i f ic  C oast to  th e  W e ste rn  P a c i f ic .  
Se c o n d ly , in te rc e p to r  and f ig h t e r  bomber a i r c r a f t  have been moved 
in t o  S o u th  V ie t  Nam. T h i r d l y ,  f ig h t e r  bomber a i r c r a f t  have been 
moved in t o  T h a ila n d . F o u r t h ly ,  in te rc e p to r  and f ig h t e r  bomber 
squadrons have been t r a n s fe r r e d  from  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  in t o  advance 
bases in  th e  P a c i f ic .  F i f t h l y ,  a n tisu b m a rin e  ta s k  fo rc e  group  

has been moved in t o  th e  So u th  China Sea . And f i n a l l y ,  se le c te d  
Army and M a rine  fo rc e s  have been a le r te d  and re a d ie d  f o r  movement.

I  want to  em phasize th a t  th e  damage re p o r t  w hich I  gave to  
y ou i s  based on p re lim in a ry  re p o r t s  re c e ive d  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  th e  
c o irp le tio n  o f  o p e ra t io n s »

Now I  w i l l  take y o u r q u e s t io n s  and endeavor to  answer them.

Q UESTIO N; M r. S e c re ta ry ,  were th e  p la n e s th a t  we l o s t ,  th e  
two p la n e s , downed by ground f i r e ,  and a ls o ,  was th e re  any a i r  
a c tio n  fro m  N o rth  V ie t  Nam?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: The two p la n e s we l o s t  were downed by 
a n t ia i r c r a f t  f i r e .  Th e re  was no enemy a i r  re a c t io n .

Q UESTIO N: M r. S e c re ta ry ,  can you t e l l  u s  th e  h e ig h t o f  th e  
a tta c k ?  How low d id  th e y  come?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: G e n e ra lly , th e  s t r i k e s  were a t low  
le v e l .

Q UESTIO N: And th e  lo c a l t im e s ,  M r. S e c re ta ry ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: The lo c a l t im e s  ranged fro m  on the  
o rd e r o f  Noon to  4 :0 0  o r  5 :0 0  o 'c lo c k  in  th e  a fte rn o o n .

Q UESTIO N: Can you t e l l  u s ,  s i r ,  how lo ng  th e  a tta c k  —
s

SECRETARY McNAMARA: The se  a re  lo c a l V ietnam ese t im e s .

Q UESTIO N: Can you t e l l  us how lo ng  th e  e n t i r e  s t r i k e  la s te d ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; Roug h ly  fo u r  to  f iv e  h o u rs .

Q UESTIO N: How was th e  w eather?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Bad.

Q UESTIO N: Ra iny?
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c o
SECRETARY McNAMARA: Low c e i l in g .

Q UESTIO N: What ty p e s o f  a n t ia i r c r a f t  f i r e ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Th e re  was heavy a n t ia i r c r a f t  f i r e  
o ve r s e v e ra l o f  th e  t a r g e t s .

Q UESTIO N; M is s i le s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Guns ra th e r  th a n  m i s s i le s .

Q UESTIO N: S m a ll c a lib e r  o r  b ig  c a lib e r?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: I  can’ t  t e l l  you th e  c a lib e r  o th e r  
tha n  i t  was heavy a n t ia i r c r a f t  baseso

Q UESTIO N: Can you t e l l  u s a t  w hich o f  th e se  p la c e s th e  
p la n e s were downed?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No, I  c a n 't .

Q UESTIO N : What was th e  q u e s tio n ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: The  q u e s t io n  was a t w hich p o in t  were 
th e  two a i r c r a f t  l o s t .  I  can s im p ly  say th a t  th e  h e a v ie s t  
a n t ia i r c r a f t  f i r e  was re c e ive d  a t Hon Gay, th e  m ost n o r th e r ly  
o f th e  bases a tta c k e d .

Q UESTIO N: I s  th a t  a ls o  th e  la rg e s t?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: I t  i s  th e  la r g e s t ;  y e s .

Q UESTIO N: A t th e  to rp e d o  bases th e m se lv e s , can you de
s c r ib e  th e  damage i t s e l f  as l i g h t  o r  heavy?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: I t  i s  to o  e a r ly  to  sa y . We w i l l  have 
to  w a it  u n t i l  th e  p i l o t s '  re p o r t s  have been a sse sse d .

Q UESTIO N: And th e  number o f  Am erican c a s u a lt ie s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Tw o. Two p i l o t s  were l o s t ,  one in  each 
o f  th e  two downed a i r c r a f t .

Q UESTIO N: A re you g iv in g  o u t t h e i r  names?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: N o t u n t i l  t h e i r  n e a re s t o f  k in  have been 
n o t i f i e d . '

Q UESTIO N: T h a t  w i l l  be sometime today?

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



O  ^  ^
SECRETARY McNAMARA; Y e s , i t  w i l l .

Q UESTIO N ; Were th e y  p icked up?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; We b e lie v e  th e y  were l o s t .

Q UESTIO N; A t sea o r  land?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: A t se a .

Q UESTIO N: W i l l  we take re c o nna issa nc e  m is s io n s  o ve r th e re ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; We w i l l  ta ke  such a c tio n  as i s  ne c e ssa ry  
to  d e te rm ine  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  o u r o p e ra t io n s .

Q UESTIO N; How much o f  th e  p e tro le um  su p p ly  d id  you say?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; A p p ro x im a te ly  10 p e rc e n t o f  th e  p e tro le um  
c a p a c ity  o f  N o rth  V ie t  Nam i s  lo c a te d  a t V in h , th e  p o in t  th a t  was 
s t r u c k .  A p p ro x im a te ly  90 p e rc e n t o f  th a t  10 p e rc e n t was d e s tro y e d .

Q UESTIO N; A re  th e se  th e  o n ly  fo u r  to rpe do  boat bases?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; The se  fo u r  a re  th e  main b a se s. W ith  a 
c o a s t l in e  such as t h i s ,  o f  c o u rse , th e  b o a ts o c c a s io n a lly  use  
o th e r a rea s f o r  s ta g in g  a re a s .

Q UESTIO N: Can you t e l l  us what percentage i t  i s  o f  t h e i r  
t o t a l  f le e t ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; No, I  c a n 't ,  except th a t  i t  i s  a v e ry  
s u b s ta n t ia l  p e rcentage .

Q UESTIO N: M r. S e c re ta ry ,  how do you e x p la in  th e se  a tta c k s?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; I  c a n 't  e x p la in  them. The y were u n p ro 
voked. As I  to ld  you l a s t  n ig h t ,  o u r v e s s e ls  were c le a r ly  in  
in te r n a t io n a l  w a te rs .  Our v e s s e ls ,  when a tta c k e d , were o p e ra tin g  
in  t h i s  a re a , ro u g h ly  60 m ile s  o f f  o f  th e  N o rth  V ietnam ese c o a s t.

Q UESTIO N ; Th e re  have been re p o r t s  th a t  So u th  V ietnam ese  
v e s s e ls  were show ing o r  ta k in g  some s o r t  o f  a c tio n  a g a in s t  
N o rth  V ie t  Nam a p p ro x im a te ly  a t t h i s  t im e .

SECRETARY McNAMARA; No, to  th e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, th e re  
were no o p e ra tio n s  d u rin g  th e  p e rio d  I  was d e s c r ib in g  l a s t  n ig h t .

Q UESTIO N; M r. S e c re ta ry ,  what o rd e rs  now f o r  e i t h e r  th e  
Se ve n th  F le e t  o r  f o r  th e se  p a r t ic u la r  u n i t s  o f  th e  Se ve n th  F le e t?
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SECRETARY McNAMARA: Our o rd e rs  to  th e  commanders a re to  

c o n tin u e  t h e i r  p a t r o l s , to  p ro te c t tiie rase lves a g a in s t a g g re ss io n  
on th e  h ig h  seas w ith  w ha tever fo rc e  i s  n e c e ssa ry „

Q UESTIO N : Has th e re  been any word —

Q UESTIO N: M r, S e c re ta ry ,  w ould you say t h i s  w i l l  be a l l  
th a t  w i , l l  be n e c e ssa ry , th a t  th e  a tta c k  has met i t s  o b je c tiv e s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; W hethe r t h i s  i s  a l l  th a t  i s  n e c e ssa ry  
depends e n t i r e ly  on th e  N o rth  Vietnameseo

Q UESTIO N; Do you th in k  th e  a i r  s t r i k e  accom plished i t s  
o b je c tiv e s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; The a i r  s t r i k e  v e ry  c le a r ly  made c le a r  
to  th e  N o rth  V ietnam ese o u r in te n t io n  to  m a in ta in  o u r r i g h t  to  
op e ra te  on th e  h ig h  seaso T h a t  was th e  o b je c tiv e c  I  th in k  th a t  
has been accomplishedo

Q UESTIO N; W a s n 't  th e  o b je c tiv e  to  w ipe o u t th e  P T  boat f le e t ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; Our o b je c tiv e  was to  d e te r th e  P T  boat 
f l e e t  fro m  f u r t h e r  a tta c k s  on o u r v e ss e lso  I  b e lie v e  we have 
accom plished t h a t .

Q UESTIO N; Were any attem^xs made, M r» S e c re ta ry ,  to  go a f t e r  
th e  a n t ia i r c r a f t  b a t te r ie s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; Th e re  were no a c tio n s  a g a in s t th e  a n t i 
a i r c r a f t  b a t te r ie s „ The a tta c k  vjas n q a in s t  th e  p a t ro l  boat bases 
and th e  a sso c ia te d  f a c i l i t i e s c

Q UESTIO N: M r« S e c re ta ry ,  l a s t  n ig h t  th e re  were th re e  b o g ie s  
re p o rte d , th re e  u n id e n t i f ie d  a i r c r a f to  D id  we e ve r f in d  o u t in  
w hich d ire c t io n  th e y  came from ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; We have no id e n t i f ic a t io n  on th o se  a i r 
c r a f t .  The y d id  n o t p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  a tta c k s  on o u r v e s s e ls «

Q UESTIO N: S i r ,  a re  th e re  v i l la g e s  o r  tow ns a d jac e nt to  o r  
l in k e d  up w ith  th e se  bases?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Th e re  were no c i v i l ia n  c e n te rs  c lo se  
to  th e  bases w hich were a ttac ke d  l a s t  n ig h t .

Q UESTIO N: M r» S e c re ta ry ,  c o u ld  you g iv e  us th e  e s tim a te  
o f  how many p e rc e n t o f  th e  N o rth  V ietnam ese p a t ro l boat f le e t  
has been d e stro y e d  o r  damaged?
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SECRETARY McNAMARA: No, I  c a n 't  e s tim a te  f o r  you th e  exact 
p e rc e n t d e stro y e d  o r damaged, o th e r  th a n  to  say th a t  i t  was a 
v e ry  s u b s ta n t ia l  percentage o f  t h e i r  f l e e t .

One more q u e s t io n .

Q UESTIO N: From  what you sa y , th e re  a re  no f u r t h e r  a c tio n s  o f  
t h i s  k in d  go ing  on a t th e  moment, o r  p la nne d . I s  th a t  c o rre c t?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No o p e ra tio n s  a re  be ing  c a rr ie d  on by 
o u r fo rc e s  a t th e  p re s e n t t im e , o th e r  tha n  th e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  
th e  ro u t in e  p a t r o l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  TURNER JOY and th e  MADDOX, 
th e  two d e s tro y e rs  w hich have been o p e ra tin g  in  in te r n a t io n a l  w a te rs  
i n  th e  G u lf  o f  T o n k in .

Thank you v e ry  much.

TH E P R E S S : Thank yo u , M r. S e c re ta ry .

-  30 -
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> ^ 4 T E S

VEMfS REIEASE
OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBIIC AFFAIRS)

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D. C.  - 2 0 3 0 1

F O R  T H E  P R E S S A u g u  5  1 9 6 4

N o  5 7 5 6 4  a  S  

O x o d  5 3 2 0 1  n o  

O x o d  7 3 1 8 9  C o p

T h  o o w n g   h  e x  o  a  a e m n  m a d  b y  S e e a r y  o  D n  

R o b e  S  M N a m a a  a  a  n w  o n e n  a  9 0 0  a  m   W d n d a y  

A u g u  5  1 9 6 4

A  y o u  k n o w  o n  A u g u  2  a n d  a g a n  o n  A u g u  4  N o h  V e n a m  

u a  v  a a k d  U S  d o y e  o p a n g  o n  o u n e  p a o  

n  n n a o n a  w a e  n  h  G u  o  T o n k n  n  a a o n  o  h  

u n p o v o k e d  a g g o n  o n  h  h g h  a  o u r  o r  h a v e  u k  h  

b a  u e d  b y  N o r h  V e n a m e e  n a v a  a

D u n g  h  n g h  6 4  a a k  o  w r e  a u n c h d  o m  h  a a  

a  T C O N D E R O G A  a n d  C O N S T E L L A T O N  a g a n  4  N o h  V

n a m e  p a r o  b o a  b a e  a n d  a n  o  o r a g e  d p o  u p p o n g  h  b a

T h e  o  o a g  d p o  o n a n n g  1 4  a n k  a n d  e p r n n g  1 0 %  o  

h  p o e u m  o a g e  a p a c y  o  h  o u n y  w a  9 0 %  d e o y d  S m o k  

w a  o b v d  n g  o  1 4  0 0 0  

n  a d d o n  o  d a m a g  o  h e  b a  a n d  o  h  u p p o  a  

a p p o x m a y  2 5  p a o  b o a  w  d a m a g d  o r  d o y d

T w o  o  o u  a r a  w  o  a n d  w o  w r  d a m a g d  a  o h  

h a v  b n  e o v d  a y

T h e  d e o y  M A D D O X  a n d  C  T U R N E R  J O Y  a e  o n n u n g  

h e  p a o  n  n e r n a o n a  w a e r  n  h e  G u  o  T o n k n

L a  n g h   a d  m o v  w e  u n d r w a y  o  n o c  o u r  o r  

n  h  P a  a e a  T h  m o v e  n u d

a  T a n  o  a n  a a c k  a r r  g o u p  r o m  h  F  F  

o  h  W e n  P a

b  M o v m n  o  n p o  a n d  g h  b o m b r  a r a  

n o  S o u h  V n a m

M O R E
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 M o v e m n  o  g h  b o m b  a r a  n o  T h a a n d

d  T a n e r  o  n e p o r  a n d  g h  b o m b e r  q u a d o n  

r o m  h  U  S  o  a d v a n c  b a e  n  h  P a

 M o v e m n  o  a n  a n u b m a n  a k  o  n o  h  

S o u h  C h n a  S a

 T h  a e n g  a n d  a d y n g  o r  m o v m e n  o  e d  A m y  

a n d  M a n e  o r  
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NEWS CO^TFEREITCE 

OF

HONORABLE ROBERT S . McNAMARA 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - 

* * * * *

THE PENTAGON 

* * * * *

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1961+ 

1 ? :0 2  A.M.

SECRETARY McNAMARA: E a r l ie r  to n ig h t the  P re s id e n t to ld  the  n a tio n  
the  Unl+ed S ta te s  vould take appropria te  a c tio n  to  respond to  the  unprovoked 
a tta cks on U S naval veRseln by torpedo boats o f  N o rth  Vietnam I  caa t e l l  
you th a t (some already t ^ e n  place U S naval a i r c r a f t
fr-om the  c a r r ie r s  TICONDEROGA^and carrier*?, o pe ra ting  in
th '= -G u lf o f  To n k in  where o u r d e stro y e rs  had undergone tvo  d e lib e ra te  a tta cks  
In  In i  e m a tto n a l w a te rp , have a lready conducted a i r  f^ trlk e s a g a in st the  N o rth  
Vir^tname''e base-j from w h i t h e s e s  have o p e ra te  (Our naval a i r c r a f t  
have s l r o  conducted s t r ik e s  a g a in st c e rta in  o th e r ta rg e ts  which have d ire c t ly  
supported the  op e ra tio n  o f  the  P T  boats Fu rthe rm o re ^  in  view o f  the  unpro-^ 
voked a tta c k s the  d e lib e ra te  a tta c k s in  in te rn a t io n a l w a te rs on U S naval 
fo rce s, the  U n ite d  S ta te s  has taken the  p re ca utio n  o f  moving s u b s ta n tia l m i
l i t a r y  re 'n fo rce m ents to  Southeast A s ia  from o u r P a c if ic  ba ses.

In a d d itio n  we are a ls o  sending reinforcements to  the Western 
P a c i f i c  from bases in the United S ta te s  I th in k  yo\.. can understand i t  i s  « 
not wise a t  the present time fo r  me to  id en tifjr  these forces or to  l i s t  
the d e ta i le d  stren gth oi these movements, but I can assure yoc th a t  the  
movements are appropriate to  the provocation.

Now I iv ould l i k e  to  review b r i e f l y  in ch ron o logical order o f  the ■ 
unprovoked a tta c k s  which t.)ok p la ce  today, August Uth, on ocr v e s s e ls  
operating in  in te r n a tio n a l  waters in  the G ulf o f  Tonkin.

You w i l l  r e c a l l  th a t  the destroyer MADDOX operating in  those  
waters on Sunday, was a tta ck e d  by three PT b o ats .  The President In stru cted  
us to  add the d estroyer TURNER JOY to  the p a tr o l  being carried out by the  
MADDOX, and since th a t  time the two v e s s e ls  have operated on p a tr o l  in thosje *  
w aters. Y o u l l  see t h e i r  course on t h i s  map.  . 

I ^
Here i s  the southern portion o f  China, the coast o f  North Vietnam, 

down to  the 17th  p a ra lle l, below which, o f  course, i s  South Vietnam. This i s  
Hainan Is la n d , possessed by Communist China. The course of our destroyers i s  
here, operating 30^ ^0 to  60 m iles o f f  the coast o f  North Vietnam in  
in te r n a tio n a l  w ater, moving southward.

MORE
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*« ii'

At 7:^0 P.M ., August 4thj 7:^0 P.M. l o c a l  time, Vietnamese time,
August ij th, the MADDOX a t  about t h i s  p o s it io n  ( in d ic a tin g )  reported radar 
contact with u n id e n tif ie d  su rface v e s s e ls  who were p a r a l l e l i n g  i t s  course, 
p a r a l l e l i n g  the tr a c k  o f  both the TURNER JOY and the MADDOX.

At 8:36 P.M ., by which time 3it was about in t h i s  p o s itio n  (in d ic a tin g )  
the MADDOX e s ta b lish e d  two new radar contacts with two u n id e n tif ie d  surface  
v e s s e ls  and three u n id e n tif ie d  a i r c r a f t .  At t h i s  time U. S. f ig h t e r  
a i r c r a f t  were launched from the c a r r ie r  TICONDEROGA, which was a ls o  
operating in the G ulf o f  Tonkin. These f ig h t e r  a i r c r a f t  were launched to  
rendezvous with the MADDOX and TURNER JOY, and provide a i r  cover to  them.

At 9:08,. by which time the MADDOX and JOY had advanced south to  
approximately t h i s  point ( i n d ic a t in g ) ,  the u n id e n tif ie d  a i r c r a f t  had 
disappeared from the d e s tr o y e r s  radar screens and the surface v e s s e ls  
were remaining a t  a d ista n c e . By th a t  tim e, the a i r c r a f t  from the USS  
TICONDEROGA had a rriv e d  over the destroyers and they commenced defensive  
p a tr o l  over them.

By 9:30, the destroyers were a t  t h i s  point ( in d ic a tin g )  and at t h i s  
time the i n i t i a l  a t ta c k  occurred. A d d itio n a l v e s s e ls  had by now appeared 
on the MADDOX S radar screen, and these v e s s e ls  were observed to  close  
v e r y  r a p id ly  on the destroyers at  speeds in  excess o f  40 knots. The 
a tta c k in g  surfad#'vessel!!^ continued to  c lo se  r a p id ly  from both the west 
and the south.

By 9:52, the MADDOX and the TURNER JOY had continued south to  
approximately t h i s  point ( i n d ic a t in g ) ,  and th e y  reported th e y  were under 
continuous torpedo a t ta c k  and were engaged in defensive c o u n te rfire .

By 10 :15  th e y  had advanced a.pproximately to  here ( in d ic a t in g ) .  They 
were reportin g th e y  were avoid in g torpedoes and th a t  th e y  had sunk one o f  
the a tta c k in g  p a tr o l  c r a f t .

At 10:42, the destroyers reported th ey had evaded a d d itio n a l  
torpedoes and had sunk a second o f  the a tta c k in g  p a tr o l  c r a f t . Other 
a i r c r a f t  from the TICONDEROGA had a rriv e d  overhead and joined the  
defen sive  p a tr o l.

At 10:52 the MADDOX reported the destroyers were again under a tta c k .  
At midnight, by which time 'the v e s s e ls  were in  p o s it io n  ( in d ic a t in g ) .
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the  d e stro y e rs  rep orte d  they had su ffe re d  no h i t s ,  no c a s u a lit ie s ,  and th a t  
the  defense a i r c r a f t  from the  TICONDEROGA were i llu m in a t in g  the  area and 
atta ck ing  the  enemy surface c ra f t .

A t 1 2 :3 2 , a t which tim e the y  were a t t h i s  p o in t ( in d ic a tin g )  
the  p a tro l rep orted  th a t an a d d itio n a l enemy c ra ft  was be lieved to  have 
been sunk, and th a t  low c e ilin g s , poor weather, was beginning to  hamper 
the  a i r c r a f t  o p e ra tio n s.

A t 1 2 :5 ^ , the  TURNER JOY, one o f  the  two d e s tro y e rs , reported  
th a t d u ring  the  engagement, in  a d d itio n  to  the  torpedo a tta c k s, the  
d e stro y e r had been f i r e d  upon b;y automatic weapons w h ile  being  
illu m in a te d  by search l ig h t s .

A t 1 :3 9  a .m ., by which tim e the  d e stro y e rs  were in  t h i s  
p o s it io n  ( in d ic a tin g )  the y  rep orte d  the  a tta c k ing  c ra f t  had apparent
ly  broken o f f  the  engagement. The MADDOX and TURNER JOY were d irec te d  
to  resume t h e i r  normal and ro u tin e  p a tro l o p e ra tio n s, and they are 
c o n tin u in g  them a t the  p re se nt tim e .

Now, I  w i l l  endeavor to  answer your q u e s tio n s .

QUESTION: S i r ,  was th e re  anyth ing e lse  ever seen o r heard 
from  the  u n id e n t if ie d  a irc ra f t?

SECRETARY MC WAMARA: No. The u n id e n t if ie d  a i r c r a f t  d id  not 
p a rtic ip a te  in  the  a tta ck and a t t h i s  moment, we have no fu r th e r  
in fo rm a tio n  regard ing them.

C.JJESTION; In  which d ire c tio n  d id  they disappear?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  c a n 't t e l l  you. There  was no fu r th e r  
in fo rm a tio n  on them.

attacked?
QUESTION: Can you name th e  bases in  N o rth  V ie t  Nam th a t were

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No. I  cannot.

G ^STIO N : W i l l  you name them before  the  Commu n is t s  do?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: We w i l l  name them a t a tim e appropria te  
to  the  s a fe ty  o f  our fo rc e s . I t  would be ina p p ro p ria te  to  name them 
a t t h i s  tim e The a ttack i s  c o n tinu ing  a t p re se n t.

QUESTION: Can you t e l l  us how many bases?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No. U n t i l  such tim e as th e  a ttack i s  
completed, i t  would be unwise to  comment fu r th e r  o r to  id e n t i fy  the  
areas being attacked.

QUESTION: Can you t e l l  us i f  the  a ttack i s  c u rre n tly  underway?
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SECRETARY MC NAMA.RA: I t  i s  c u rre n tly  underway.

QUESTION: You raade a d is t in c t io n  between N orth  V ie t Nam and 
c e rta in  o th e r support f a c i l i t ie s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  s ia p ly  wanted to  d is t in g u is h  between pa ti’o l  
c ra f t  bases them selves and c e rta in  suppo rting  in s ta l la t io n s  which might 
be separated geographica lly  from the  mooring p o in ts  o f  the  c ra ft  but in  
N o rth  V ie t  Nam.

QUESTION: The re  i s  no q uestion  th a t we attacked any o th e r place 
but N o rth  V ie t Nam?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: None whatsoever.

QUESTION: Can you say I f  we are a tta ck ing  Hanoi?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: We are no t a tta ck ing  H a no i. We are 
a tta c k in g  o n ly  the p a tro l c ra ft  bases and c e rta in  associa ted  
lo g is t ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s .

QUESTION: In  th a t area?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Not in  the  area o f  Hanoi. B u t in  N o rth
V ie t  Nara.

QUESTION: The same area as the  p a tro l c ra ft?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: In  the  same area as the  p a tro l c ra ft  
are moored but separated p h y s ic a lly  from the  mooring p o in t .

QUESTION: M r. Se c re ta ry , can you t e l l  us when the  a ttack has 
been completed, what o rd e rs  the  e n t ire  group has in  t h i s  area?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: We w i l l  o n ly  be able to  t e l l  you such 
in fo rm a tio n  as w i l l  no t re ve a l fu tu re  p lans o r in  any way jeopard ize  our 
fu tu re  o p e ra tio n s .

QUESTION: What I  mean i s ,  w i l l  they go back to  the  standing  
p rd e rs  which they had?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I t  w i l l  depend on circumstances a t the
t im e .

QUESTION: M r. Se c re ta ry , has the  a le r t  s ta tu s  o f  the  U n ite d  
S ta te s  fo rc e s  around the  w o rld  been increased?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Only such u n i t s  are are being a le rte d  fo r  
re in fo rc in g  moves.

QUESTION: Has th e re  been any long range a le r t s  to  any p o rt io n  
o f defense in d u s t r ia l  base a t a l l?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No, none.
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QUESTION: S i r ,  were a l l  the  a tta cks from  the  two c a rr ie rs ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Yes. The o n ly  a i r c r a f t  p a rt ic ip a tin g  in  the  
s t r ik e s  are a i r c r a f t  from the  TICONDEROGA and the  CONSTELLATION.

QUESTION; You, I  th i i ik ,  sa id  th a t the  c a r r ie rs  were in  the  
G u lf o f  Tonk in?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Yes.

QUESTION: They have moved up. They are shown as being o u ts id e .

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: The .TICONDEROGA i s  e s s e n t ia l ly  in  the  
G u lf area and the  CONSTELLATION has been moving in  t h is  d ire c tio n .

QIESTION: S i r ,  w i l l  t h i s  be one s t r ik e  o r se ve ra l s t r ik e s ?
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SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Th e re  are o b v io u s ly  more th a n  one 
a i r c r a f t  fro m  each c a r r ie r  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  i t ,  b u t i t  i s  b a s ic a lly  
one s t r i k e ,  u n le s s  th e re  are f u r t h e r  unprovoked a tta c k s  on o u r v e sse lse

Q UESTIO N; T h i s  i s  j u s t  a r e t a l ia t o r y  s t r i k e ,  then?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I  s im p ly  want to  leave i t  as I  sa id  i t ,

Q UESTIO N; Can you d e sc rib e  th e  weapons o r  type o f  a i r c r a f t  
b e ing  used?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; No, th e y  are ty p ic a l a i r c r a f t  fro m  
a tta c k  c a r r ie r s .

Q UESTIO N; Do you know w he th e r th e  s t r i k e  has been s u c c e s s fu l
a t a l l?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I  am su re  i t  w i l l  be s u c c e s s fu l.

Q UESTIO N; Can you t e l l  us w he th e r th e y  have encounte red any 
a i r c r a f t  o p p o s it io n  o r  any in t e r d ic t io n  by a ir ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; The s t r i k e s  are c o n tin u in g  so I  c a n 't  
g iv e  you any p ro g re s s  re p o r t  on i t ,

Q UESTIO N; How many a i r c r a f t  are in v o lv e d  on o u r p a rt?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; The a i r c r a f t  fro m  two a tta c k  c a r r ie r s ,

Q UESTIO N; No numbers?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I  c a n 't  g ive  you any more in fo rm a t io n ,

Q UESTIO N; The p re su m p tio n  i s  c o n v e n tio n a l weapons,

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Y e s , Not O nly p re su m p tio n , b u t th a t  
i s  the  fa c t ,

Q UESTIO N; What d id  CIC ra d a r show the  co urse  o f  th e  th re e  
u n id e n t i f ie d  a i r c r a f t  to  be from ? Hainan?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: We d o n 't  have any re p o r t  on th e  course  
o f th e  a i r c r a f t ,

Q UESTIO N; How many c a su a lty  re p o r ts  on th e  s t r ik e s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; Th e re  have been none so  f a r .  Th e re  
have been no c a s u a lt ie s  so  f a r .
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Q UESTIO N: What tim e  was th e  s t r i k e  launched?

SECRETARY MC NAMARAj I  p re fe r  n o t to  g iv e  you th e  exact 
tim e  o f  la u n c h ,

Q UESTIO N: Were th e  a i r c r a f t  fro m  th e  CONSTELLATION in v o lv e d
in  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  MADDOX and JOY?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Y e s. T h i s  i s  a q u e s t io n  I  sh o u ld  
c l a r i f y  f o r  you , I  may n o t have made i t  c le a r .  The q u e s tio n  i s  were 
a i r c r a f t  fro m  th e  CONSTELLATION in v o lv e d  in  th e  p ro te c t iv e  cover 
d u rin g  th e  a tta c k s  on th e  two d e s tro y e rs  A ug ust 4 th ,  and th e  answer 
i s  y e s . The CONSTELLATION and th e  TICONDEROGA a lte rn a te d  in  p ro v id in g  
a ir-  cap f o r  th e  d e s tro y e rs  on th e  4 th ,

Q UESTIO N: M r. S e c re ta ry ,  I  am su re  th e re  i s  no doubt i n '  
y o u r mind th a t  th e se  P T  b o a ts came fro m , in  fa c t ,  N o rth  V ietnam ?

SECRETARY MC NAMAjRA: Th e re  i s  none. The ra d a r made i t  
q u ite  c le a r th a t  th e y  were coming fro m  N o rth  V ietnam ese b a se s,

Q UESTIO N: M r. S e c re ta ry ,  can you t e l l  u s th e  d is ta n c e  c?<rer 
w hich t h i s  engagement oc curred ? I s  i t  about 60 o r  65 m ile s?  ’

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: The se  a re  about 60 m ile  s  squa re  
( in d ic a t in g )  so you can see d u rin g  t h i s  p e rio d  o f  tim e  fro m  7 :4 0  

when th e re  was an in d ic a t io n  th a t  an a tta c k  w a s’ im m in e n t, u n t i l  some 
tim e  around m id n ig h t, to  1 :3 0 ,  when i t  te rm in a te d , th e y  covered a 
d is ta n c e  o f  so m e th ing  on th e  o rd e r o f  80 m ile s .

Q UESTIO N: M r. S e c re ta ry ,  can you g iv e  us th e  b a s ic  re a so n s  
f o r  th e  G u lf  o f  To n k in  p a t ro l?  ,

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I t  i s  a ro u t in e  p a t r o l  o f  th e  type  
we c a rry  o u t in  in t e r n a t io n a l  w a te rs  a l l  o ve r th e  w o r ld ,

Q UESTIO N: Does i t  have a n y th in g  to  do w ith  movements o f  
ju n k s  o r  w ha te ve r i t  i s  back and fo r th ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No, I t  has no s p e c ia l r e la t io n s h ip  
to  any o p e ra tio n s  in  t h a t  a re a . We are c a rry in g  ro u t in e  p a t r o ls  o f  
t h i s  k in d  on a l l  o v e r th e  w o rld  a l l  th e  t im e ,

Q UESTIO N; Mr« S e c re ta ry ,  do you have any id ea  why th e  
N o rth  V ietnam ese may have done t h i s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: None,

Q UESTIO N: M r. S e c re ta ry ,  you m entioned th a t  th e  d e s tro y e r
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a t one p o in t  was under a tta c k  by a u to m a tic  weapons. Does th a t  mean 
b o th  d e s t ro y e rs ,  o r  j u s t  th e  MADDOX?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; The re p o r t  w as, I  b e lie v e , th a t  b o th  
d e s tro y e rs  had been a tta c ke d  by a u to m a tic  weapons.

Q UESTIO N: M r, S e c re ta ry ,  have we p icked up any s u r v iv o r s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No, we have p icked up no s u r v iv o r s  
on e i t h e r  th e  second o r  th e  fo u r t h ,

Q UESTIO N: M r. S e c re ta ry ,  th e  re in fo rc e m e n ts  moving from  
th e  W e ste rn  P a c i f ic  and th e  C o a st, are th e y  o f  a l l  s e rv ic e s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Y e s.

Q UESTIO N; M r, S e c re ta ry ,  has SAC and A i r  Defense Command 
been placed on an in c re a se d  a le r t?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No, i t  has n o t ,

Q UESTIO N: M r, S e c re ta ry ,  can you t e l l  us when t h i s  a tta c k ,  
t h i s  s t r i k e ,  may be o v e r , o r  when we may expect f u r t h e r  d e ta i ls ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  would th in k  th a t  you m ig h t expect 
some f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  tom orrow  m o rn ing ,

Q UESTIO N: Have th e re  been any c a s u a lt ie s ,  any damage, 
a n y th in g  w ha tso e ve r w ith  American Fo rc e s?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Th e re  have been no c a s u a lt ie s  to  
Am erican fo rc e s ,  e i t h e r  sea o r  a i r ,  and no damage to  American fo rc e s  
to  d a te , e i t h e r  sea o r  a i r ,

Q UESTIO N: T h a t in c lu d e s  th e  c u r re n t  a i r  s t r ik e ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Y e s , b u t as I  p o in t  o u t ,  th e  c u r re n t  
a i r  s t r i k e s  are n o t completed y e t ,

Q UESTIO N: Has th e re  been o p p o s it io n ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  cannot re p o r t  on th a t  u n t i l  we g e t 
th e  f u l l  m is s io n  re p o r t  w hich we d o n 't  have a t th e  p re s e n t t im e ,

Q UESTIO N: What i s  th e  c lo s e s t ,  ro u g h ly ,  th a t  th e  a tta c k in g  
c r a f t  have come to  th e  MADDOX and JOY?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: We have had re p o r ts  o f  to rp e d o e s  
100 and 200 y a rd s o f f  th e  beam o f th e  s h ip s ,  I  c a n 't  t e l l  you how 
c lo se  th e  a tta c k in g  c r a f t  came to  th e  v e s s e ls ,  a lth o u g h  i f  th e y  were
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f i r i n g  a u to m a tic  weapons th e y  m ust have been c lo s e r  tha n  800 ya rd s  
a t a minimum.

Q U E S T IO N : Who opened f i r e  f i r s t ?

SE C R E TA R Y  MC NAHARyA: I t  wa™ q u i t e  c le a r  t h a t  th e  P T  b o a ts  
i n i t i a t e d  th e  a t t a c k »

Q UESTIO N; When v/as th e  l a s t  tim e  th a t  th e re  were d e s tro y e rs  
up th e re  in  th e  To n k in  G u lf?

SECRETARY HC NAMARA; I  p re fe r  n o t to  answer th e  q u e s tio n  
o th e r  than to  say th a t  we have been c a rry in g  on ro u t in e  p a t r o ls  in  th a t  
area f o r  m onths.

Q UESTIO N: How f a r  up do you go, M r, S e c re ta ry ,  b e fo re  th e y
tu r n  back?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I  p re fe r  n o t to  answer t h a t ,  e i th e r *
We d o n 't  v ;ish  to  id e n t i f y  the  co urse  o f  o u r o p e ra t io n s in  th e  area*

Q UESTIO N: Can you t e l l  us what o rd e r the  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  
have, i f  th e y  e n c o u n te r in te rc e p to r  a i r c r a f t  in  N o rth  Vietnam ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; They are to  d e s tro y  any a i r c r a f t  
th a t  are in  a p o s i t io n  to  a tta c k  them*

Q UESTIO N: Do we have —

Q UESTIO N: One th e  ground?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: In  th e  a i r ,

Q UESTIO N; We have tro o p s  fro m  th e  F a r  E a s t  A s ia  to  —  w e l l ;  
does th a t  mean ground fo rc e s  are be ing  p u t in t o  So u th  Vietnam ?

SECRETARY MC NAI4ARA; No, i t  means we are re in fo r c in g  o u r  
fo rc e s  w ith  such a d d it io n a l fo rc e s  we b e lie v e  to  be re q u ire d  and have 
placed on a le r t  such fo rc e s  as we b e lie v e  to  be n e c e ssa ry ,

I  d o n 't  w is h  to  id e n t i f y  th e  ty p e s o r  numbers o r  names o r  
lo c a t io n s  o f  th o se  fo rc e s .

Q UESTIO N: Can you re p e a t th a t  f i r s t  p a r t  about no t ro o p s  in
V ie tn a m ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: The q u e s t io n  w as: Have a d d it io n a l  
t ro o p s  been moved in t o  N o rth  V ie tnam , meaning have combat u n i t s  been 
moved in t o  N o rth  V ie tnam  —  I  meant So u th  V ietnam  —  and th e  answer i s  no
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Q UESTIO N: Are we h i t t i n g  o n ly  sho re  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  o r  do 
we move in la n d ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  re fe r re d  to  p a t ro l c r a f t  bases and 
s u p p o rt in g  lo g i s t ic a l  i n s t a l la t io n s  in  c lo se  p ro x im ity  to  b u t 
g e o g ra p h ic a lly  se p a ra te  fro m ,

Q UESTIO N: M r, S e c re ta ry ,  have th e re  been any s im i la r  
a g g re ss iv e  a c tio n s  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  N o rth  V ietnam ese navy s h o r t  
o f th e  to rp e d o in g  th a t  we d id n ' t  b o th e r to  re p o r t  b e fo re ?

SECRETARY MC NAI4ARA: No.

Q UESTIO N: T h i s  was th e  f i r s t  tim e?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: T h a t  i s  r i g h t .  I  w a nt to  em phasize  
t h a t  th e se  a tta c k s  b o th  on Sunday and to d a y , b o th  on th e  second 
o f A ug ust and th e  fo u r t h  o f  A u g u st, oc curred  in  in te r n a t io n a l  w a te rs » 
These d e s tro y e rs  were o p e ra tin g  between 30 and 60 m ile s  o f f  the  
N o rth  Vietnam ese c o a s t.

Q UESTIO N: Can you t e l l  us w hat to w n s, c i t i e s ,  o r  
w ha tever on th e  Vietnam ese c o a st are ro u g h ly  c lo s e s t  o r  p a r a l le l  to  
th e  area o f  a tta c k ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No.

Q UESTIO N: Not o u r a tta c k  b u t t h e i r s  on u s .

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No.

Q UESTIO N: How f a r  o f f  was th e  7 :4 0  P .M .?  Was th a t  60 m ile s?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: These  sq u a re s are 60 m ile s ,  so t h i s  
p o in t  i s  on th e  o rd e r o f  65 m ile s ,  p e rh a p s. As you can see down h e re , 
i t  i s  so m e th ing  a l i t t l e  le s s  than t h a t .

Q UESTIO N; M r. S e c re ta ry ,  some o f  o u r re a d e rs  w i l l  f in d  i t  
d i f f i c u l t  to  u n d e rsta n d  how th e  two d e s tro y e rs  were chased, and 
a p p a re n tly  fro m  t h i s  maneuver th e y  made, th e y  ra n  from  th e se  P T  b o a ts  
and y e t the y  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  —

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No, t h i s  i s  t h e i r  co urse  o f  p a t ro l  
( in d ic a t in g ) .

Q UESTIO N: W h ile  under a tta c k?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Y e s , th e y  were p roceeding s o u th .
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" • Q UESTIO N; Once th e y  were engaged th e y  d id n ' t  tu rn ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No« T h i s  i s  th e  approxim ate d ire c t io n  
th e y  moved in  ( in d ic a t in g ) « Of c o u rse , th e y  were ta k in g  e v a siv e  
a c tio n  d u r in g  th a t  p e rio d  o f  tim e  to  a vo id  th e  to rp e d o e s w hich were 
launched a g a in s t them^

Q UESTIO N: B u t  i f  th e y  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  c lo se  to  be 
i l lu m in a te d  by th e  P T  b o a ts , th e  q u e s t io n  a re a d e r w i l l  have i s  how 
come th e  d e s t ro y e rs  w e re n 't  able to  n u l l i f y  th e  P T  b o a ts «

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: They d id . They sunk a t le a s t  two«

Q UESTIO N: Two o u t o f  how many, s i r ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: We can’ t  be surea I t  was a n ig h t  
a tta c k . We c a n 't  be c e r ta in  o f  th e  t o t a l  number o f  b o a ts th a t  were  
engaged, I  w i l l  g ive  you an e stim a te #  j u s t  f o r  y o u r own in fo rm a t io n ,  
a lth o u g h  I  c a n 't  be a b s o lu te ly  c e r ta in  o f  th e se  num bers, I  w ould say 
between th re e  and s i x  b o a ts were engaged in  th e  a tta c k , o f  w h ich a t 
le a s t  two were su n k .
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QUESTION; How did you know that?

QUESTION; And in  which they were engaged fo r  a period o f, I
believe, two hours?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Yes.

QUESTION; How did you know they were sunk, those two?

QUESTION: Were these sunk l3y destroyer f i r e  o r a irc ra ft  f ire ?  

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  can't id e n tify  the source o f the
sin k in g .

QUESTION: Did you use the fiv e  inch and three inch batteries?,
I s  tha t a ll?

SECRETARY MC NAMABA: The f iv e  inch b a tte rie s p lus certain  
automatic weapons available on the destroyers were used.

QUESTION; Mr. Secretary, the e a rlie r statement put out s<d.d 
they were believed to  have been sunk. I s  t h is  la te r ini'onnatlon they 
have been sunk?

SECRBEARY MC NAMARA: I t  has been reported to  us th 9t  they veire 
sunk. T h is ,  le t  me enqphasize, was a n i ^ t  action. You must expect oertadn 
re s tr ic t io n s  in  the axoount o f inform ation available under n i ^ t  conditioots. 
But the report to  us from t-ources tha t we believe are re lia b le  indicates 
tha t at le a st two vessels were sunk.

QUESTION; S i r ,  are you confident tha t one FT boat was sunk ,
on Sunday?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; Yes, th a t i s  correct.

QUESTION; But i s  th is  la te r inform ation tha t makes i t  more 
l ik e ly  tha t they were sunk?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Ju st f iv e  minutes before I  came down,
I  received a report tha t they were sunk.

QUESTION: In  other words, the la te r inform ation i s  f la t?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  ju s t  want to  repeat what I  said, 
tha t the report was tha t two P I boats at le a st were sunk  ̂ and a 
possible th ird .  That i s  r ig h t .

QUESTION; Can you t e l l  us at a l l  whether any o f the damage was 
In f lic te d  by f iv e  inch guns?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No. T h is  was n ight tim e. I  can't id e n tify  
the type o f sh e ll tha t caused the damage, o r even the source o f the 
damage as between destroyers on the one hand, and our a irc ra ft  on the other.
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QUESTION; Mr. Secretary^ could you give us a randown on the 
remaining portion o f the North Vietnamese Navy? Jane’ s F i t t i n g  Ships says 
they have a to ta l o f l6  FT boats, o f which I  fig u re  you have sunk now one f i f t h .

SECRETARY MC WAMARA.S I  don't wish to  give you our estimate o f 
the number o f North Vietnamese boats by type, fo r  obvious reasons, 
but I  w i l l  t e l l  you there are two d iffe re n t types» One type we id e n tify  
as the Fr-ij-’ s .  T h is  i s  a p a tro l c ra ft w ith  a speed o f approximately 50 
knots. The other type we id e n tify  as the Swatow type, a p a tro l c ra ft 
w ith  a le sse r speed, approximating 40 knots. We believe tha t both types 
o f p a tro l c ra ft were engaged in  today's operation.

QUESTION; How do you sp e ll Swatow?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; S-w-a-t-o-w,

QUESTION; Mr. Secretary, approximately how many h o s tile  
torpedoes were f ire d  at our ships?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I t  i s  very d i f f ic u l t  to  estimate. I  
don't wish to  make a guess at them.

QUESTION; How many do they carry, s ir?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  don't wish to  approximate th a t, e ith e r.

QUESTION; Has your government been in  touch during today or 
since Sunday w ith  the Government o f the Soviet Union on those incidents?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I  would ra ther not discuss thato ’ •

QUESTION: Mr» Secretary --

SECRETARY MG NAMARA: One more question»

QUESTION; I  have three sixnk in  my noteso

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; One sunk on Sunday, at le a st two sunk today, 
possib ly  a th ird  sunk today, fo r  a to ta l o f possib ly  fo u r, as a possib le .

QUESTION; And the la s t  one i s  a possib le .

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; The possible th ird  one today which would make 
a fo u r possible in  to ta l.

QUESTION; Did you say the nearest torpedoes were about 200 
yards away?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; Torpedoes were reported as passing between 
100 and 200 yards abeam o f the sh ips. One more question<.

QUESTION; Can you set something up fo r  tomorrow?

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



o Ik

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  w i l l  see tha t you are provided w ith  whatever 
news we can properly release. I  w i l l  e ith e r do i t  myself o r arrange fo r  others 
to  do i t .

QUESTION: How about tonight?

SECRETARY MC SAMARA: I  don't believe there w i l l  be anything to n ig h t. 
I  w i l l  be receiving re p o rts , I  am going to  stay in  the build ing  ton ight and 
receive reports every h a lf  hour from CINCPAC. But I  doubt tha t there w i l l  be 
anything to  release to n ig h t.
k

THE PRESS: Thank you, s i r .

End—12:30 A.m.
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H E W S  RPLEA5E
OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS)

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D.C.  - 2 0 3 0 1

P L E A S E  N O T E  D A T E

FOR THE PRESS; Augrjst 4 , l$6k

NO. 5 T l“61f 
Oxford 53201 ( In fo .)  
Oxford 73189 (Copies)

The fo llow ing i s  the te x t o f the statement o f Secretary o f 
Defense Robert S. McNamara at a nevs conference Tuesday evening,
August k, 1$Sh%

The President to ld  the nation e a rlie r ton ight tha t the United 
Sta tes would'take appropriate action in  view o f the unprovoked attacks 
in  in te rna tio na l waters on U« S . naval vessels hy torpedo "boats 
belonging to  North Vietnam.

I  can t e l l  you seme o f the action tha t has already been under
taken. U. S. Naval a irc ra ft  from the C a rrie rs TICONDEROQA and 
CONSTELLATION in  the Bay o f Tonkin area where our destroyers have 
tmdergone two deliberate attacks by the North Vietnamese have already 
in it ia te d  a ir  s tr ik e s  against the bases ftrom vhich these PT boats 
have operated. Our naval a irc ra ft  have conducted s tr ik e s  against 
certa in other ta rgets d ire c tly  s^ ^ ^ rt in g  the operation o f the PT  
boats.

Again, in  view o f the unprovoked and deliberate attacks in  
in te rn a tio n a l waters on U. S. naval vesse ls, the United Sta tes has 
taken the precaution o f moving sub sta n tia l m ilita ry  reenforcements 
to  Southeast Asia. I t  i s  also making replacement deployments to  
the Western Pa c ific  from the Continental United Sta tes.

I t  i s  not wise a t the moment to  id e n tify  o r give the detailed 
strength o f these movements, but I  can asstire you tha t they are 
appropriate to  the provocation.

I  would lik e  to  review, in  chronological order, the two vm- 
provoked attacks on our vessels as they were in it ia te d  by the North 
Vietnamese, not only on Smday, Augxist 2 , btrt; again today, Tuesday, 
August k.

MORE
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CHBONOLOCT OF F IR S T  ATTACK 
( A ll  times are loca l times a t destroyer's p ositio n)

10:00 A.M., August 2

MADDOX reported observing an estimated 75 Junks near her assigned 
p a tro l area o f f  the North Vietnam coast. She reported changing her 
cotirse in  order to  avoid the jurik concentration.

12;30 P .M ., August 2

MADDOX reported tha t three torpedo boats vere on a southerly  
course heading toward the ship a t extreme range (over 10 m ile s). The 
MADDOX at, th is  point was about 30 m iles from the coast.

2:40 P .M .. August 2

MADDOX reported she was being approached by the h i ^  speed 
(estimated lt-5 to  50 knots) c ra ft whose apparent in te n tio n  was to  con
duct a torpedo attack and tha t she intended to  open f i r e  in  s e lf-  
defense i f  necessary.

3:08 P .M ., August 2

MADDOX reported she was being attacked by the three PT c ra ft. She 
opened f i r e  w ith  her five -inc h  batte ry  a fte r three warning shots fa ile d  
to  slow down the attackers.

3:08 P .M ., Axagust 2

The P T 's  continued th e ir  closing maneuvers and two o f the PT*s  
closed to  5,000 yards, each f i r in g  one torpedo. The MADDOX changed 
course in  an evasive move and the two toi^edoes passed close aboard on 
the starboard side (lOO to  200 yards).

USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-lit-) advised she was sending fo u r already a i r 
borne F-8E ; s ( crusaders) w ith  rockets and 20mm. ammunition to  provide 
a ir  cover fo r  MADDOX.

3:21 P .M ., Avigust 2

The th ird  PT moved up to  the beam o f the MADDOX and received"a' 
d ire c t h i t  by a five -in c h  round, and at the same time dropped a torpedo 
in to  the water which was not seen to  run. Machine gun f i r e  from the P T ’ s 
was diarected at the MADDOX. However, there was no damage or in ju ry  to  
personnel. The MADDOX continued in  a southerly d ire c tio n  to  Join w ith

-  2  -
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the C. TURNER JOY (DD-951) as TICONDEROGA a irc ra ft  commenced attacking 
the P T 's .  ZUNI rocket runs and 2Qmm s tra fin g  attacks were directed 
against two o f the P T 's  and they were damaged. The th ird  PT remained 
dead in  the water a fte r the d ire c t h i t  by the MADDOX. At 3:2$ P .M ., the 
a irc ra ft  hroke o f f  the engagement and escorted ths MADDOX towards 
South Vietnam waters.

The C. TUEIIER JOY Joined w ith  the MADDOX and continiied p a tro ls in  
the area in  in te m a tio iia l waters w ith  c a rrie r a irc ra ft  providing  
protective coverage.

- 3 - MORE

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



ilEIVS RELEASE
OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS)

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D. C.  - 2 0 3 0 1

FOR THE PRESS: A\agust it-, 196k

NO. 570-61  ̂
Oxford 53201 ( In fo .)  

Oxford 73189 (Copies)

The fo llow ing statement was issiied today by A ss is ta n t Secretary 

o f Defense A rth tir Sy lve ste r:

"A second deliberate attack was made dviring darkness "by an •un

determined nxnnber o f Worth Vjetmmese F T  boats on the USS MADDOX 

USS C. TURNER JOY while the two destroyers were c ru is ing  in  

company on routine p a tro l in  the Tonkin G\ilf in  in te rna tio na l waters 

about 65 m iles from the nearest land. The attack came a t 10:30 P.M. 

loca l time (10;30 A.M., Aiigust i|-, Washington tim e.)

"The PT boats verc taken under f i r e  by the destroyers and there

a fte r  by attack a irc ra ft  from the TICONDEROGA and the CONSTELLATION.

"The attackers were driven o f f  w ith  no U .S . casua lties, no 

h it s  and no damage to  e ith e r destroyer.

" I t  i s  believed th a t a t le a st two o f the PT boats were sunk and 

two others damaged."

END
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SECBETARY SYLVESTIS; As you know we’ve tr ie d  to  

handle a l l  the p o ssib le  questions th at ^e can on the MaddoK I n c i

dent and the chronology yesterday \sas an attempt to  bo h e lp fu l.

Wa s t i l l  donlt have a l l  the d e ta i ls  but we s t i l l  have Admiral 

Hack, who, as you know, is  Kavy C h ief of inforiaation. And he's  

agreed to  come here and f i l l  you in 'on what a d d itio n a l informationI

he has.

Admiral 2iack, would you be kind enough to take over.

AB21HIAL MACK: The Maddos is  s t i l l  up where i t ' s  d i f

f i c u l t  t o  in d icate  where we m ig h tc a ll  routine th in g s , so what we 

have is  s n a i l  b i t s  of information which we did get from her and 

I ’d be glad to  anything you want on the p ossible  maneuvers she 

might have made (inaudible) f i r e  of her guns or f i r e  co n tro l  

s e t u p  and s o  fo r th ,
V

Now we do know t h i s ,  th at she f i r e d  151 rounds of 5  

inch, 132 rounds of 3 in ch , and she said  she saw numerous h it s  on 

each of the three PTs. The a i r c r a f t  f i r e d  a t o t a l  between the 

four of them of (in a u d ib le ), and they reported two possible  h i t s .

The four a i r c r a f t  f ir e d  a t o t a l  of 800 20 mm a i r c r a f t  

machine gun rounds and reported 2 t o  5 h it s  on each of the three  

b c s tts , ■

HRESS: Was th a t each of them?
w. ■

ADillRAL MACK: On each of the three,

I say th is  is  as much hard Inforsiation as we have.

I ’ l l  bo sflad tr> fjo into any of the ruaors that I can reconstruct
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as f a r  as we know. I t ’ s  r a th e r  sk e tc h y  s t i l l ,

P H E SS : Can you t e l l  us about where t h i s  MaddoK and

Joy a re  now?

You sa y  th e y ’ re  up in  th e  To n k in  G u l f .

ADMIRAL MACK: I t  w ould  n o t be wrong to  t e l l  you
n o t/

e x a c tly  w hat sp o t th e y 're  in  now, b u t we d o / even know,

P R E S S : In  o th e r  w o rd s , i t  was in d ic a te d  tte t the  

liaddo:: was on i t s  way o u t fro ss  a p a t r o l  o u t f i i r t h e r  in  the  G u l f .  

And i t  was coming down a lm o s t— now to  th e — i s  i t  g o ing  back in  

now o r i s  i t  s t i l l  in  th e  lo i^or a rea?

ADMIRAL MACE: I t  never l e f t .  I t ’ s  been in  th e  

area  a l l  th e  t im e .

P R E S S : A re  we g o ing  to  keep so m e th ing  up th e re  f o r  

( in a u d ib le )  up th e re  th e n  on c o n tin u o u s— ly ?

A in iR A L  MACK: T h i s  w ould ve a v e ry  hard p o lic y .  I  

c o u ld n ’ t  sa y  th a t  except w hat I  can g a th e r fro m  the  P r e s id e n t ’ s  

re m a rks and o th e r re m a rks made,— ^we’ 111 keep i t  up th e re  as long  

we f e e l  wo need i t ,

P K E S S : D id  th e  Maddcxs c a l l  f o r  a i r c r a f t  a t  th e  f i r s t

s ig h t  o f th e  P T  b o a ts some two h o u rs  b e fo re  the  engagement?
/

ADM IEAL MACK: No, the  f i r s t  s ig h t in g  was j u s t  p a ss in g
h

tx on re g u la r  ]> a t ro l,  whan she saw th a t  th e re  were P T  b o a ts in  th e  

g e n e ra l a re a . She c a lle d  f o r  the  a i r c r a f t  when th e se  3  P T s  began 

to  ccsae toarard h e r and she i*e a lize d  th e y  were coming in  a t  h ig h  

speed.

3
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PRESS; These two p o ssib le  h i t s  on the 8  sh o ts  was 

p re tty  good h i t s  fo r  the Zucey Robinson?

ADMIRAL 1£ACS: W e ll,  Zuney was designed p r im a rily  fo r  

shore su p p o rt, in  o the r words a fisced ta rg e t or maybe a slo w  

Eoving ta rg e t, o r soaething o f t h i s  s o r t .  Now he f i r e d  Zuney (?) 

a t ro ug h ly  two m ile s s la n t  range and the P T  boat xaaking 42 k n o ts , 

so  in  the tim e of t i r e  the Zuney she would make 138 yards and t h is  

means th a t in  th a t 6 second time of f l i g h t ,  the Zuney coming 

down, she could change course enough to  make the Zuney m iss by 

(in a u d ib le ) over th e ir  shou lde r and would do t h i s .  The Zuney 

i s  not r e a l ly  designed to  h i t  a PT boat; th a t* s  not what i t  was 

f o r .  They were u s in g  i t  because they had ^when they were up 

the re  on p a tro l they were se n t up to  do most anything th a t came 

along so i t  so happened th a t the f i r s t  jo b  tha t ( in a u d ib le ) was 

PT d e s tru c tio n  and they w e re n 't n e c e ssa rily  armed exa c tly  fo r  th a t.  

They were up there  fo r  mast a ny th ing , combat a i r  p a tro l,  a g a in st 

a i r c r a f t ,  shore in s ta l la t io n s  o r sh ip p in g , anything th a t came a long.

PRESS: Exp la in  now, what i s  the m iss io n  o f the

. liaddox?

ADMIRAL ilACKi She i s  up the re  to  gather in fo rm a tio n  

on sh ip p in g  ( in a u d ib le ) , conduct su rv e illa n c e  o f the whole area 

to  see w h a t's  going on axid in  in te rn a t io n a l w a te rs has a r ig h t
>

to  bo in  th e re ,

PRESS: Were any c a su a ltie s  and/or p riso n e rs  .picked
f

up? "
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ACMIRAL HACK: No.

PRESS: I t * s  s t i l l  not c le a r whether the guys in  the  

PT boat could have m istaken the Maddosc fo r  a South Vietnamese sh ip ?

ADMIRAL MACE: I 'd  say the ans^ser the re  i s  no. The 

seas vrere calm so  there  \0a s n 't  much f r e ig h t  around the l?ow o f the 

liaddox. V is i t :  l i t y  was ve ry  good. S h e 's  got th re e  great big 

numbers on the b09 and the South Vietnamese have no sh ip s  which 

look anyth ing  l ik e  t h i s ,  nor do they have b ig  numbers on the bow.

PRESS: W e ll,  now, you say as I  understand i t  from  

the chronology o f the P T  boats went a f te r  the £iaddc3cs a t about 

5 ,0 0 0  ya rd s.

ADMIRAL HACK: W e ll,  v i s i b i l i t y  was a t 10 m ile s so

PRESS: W e ll,  10 m ile s . A t 10 m ile s the P T boats 

w o u ld n 't know what they were coming a t ,  would they?

A1»11RAL MACE: No, but th e y 'd  know when they got in

St 

PRESS: A t what p o in t would they know what they r e a l ly  

were heading fo r?

A m ilRAL MACE: S ix  m ile s .

They would have seen the numbers and they would have 

known t h i s  was not a South Vietnamese s h ip , a t  6  o r 7 m ile s .

PRESS: They would know a t 6  o r 7 m ile s th a t i t  was 

not a South  Vietnamese s h ip . v

Had they been f i r e d  on by th a t time?

AnaiRAL MACE: No, they were not f i r e d  on u n t i l  in s id e
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tha t range, 4 1/2  la lle s .

PSESS: They d o n 't have anything anywheres near as 

■ b ig , did they?

ADJIIRAL MACK: Nothing l ik e  i t  in  s iz e ,  shape, or

s i lo u e t te .

PRESS; W e ll,  I  was to ld  th a t on the radar a d e stro ye r
{i

and an WG, fo r  exaaple, w i l l  look about the saae.

ADMIRAL U/ICE:: They would Jack, but t h i s  was good 

v i s i b i l i t y  and w ith o u t heavy seas you could see the bow and there  

no reason they c o u ld n 't see where, as they w o u ld n 't have spray  

( in a u d ib le )

PRESS: A lso  they (in a u d ib le ) f i r e  b u rs t  ( in a u d ib le ). 

AEQllHAL MACK: W e ll,  th e y , w e ' l l  sa y , made an a tta c k  

fo r  instance a tta c k would seem to  be when you take th ree  boats 

and in  what you'd c a l l  a tta c k  fo rm a tion  axxl approach another sh ip  

a t h igh speed up on her boar or up on he r bean where you can f i r e  

a torpedo from  and i f  you are not f ly in g  a f la g  o f your country  

onoapyuother coun try  and you keep on cosing a t h igh speed in  t h is  

same d ire c t io n , th a t c o n s t itu te s  an a tta c k .

PRESS: In  o the r w ords, ( in a tK iib le )

PRESS: A d m ira l, d id  the Captain o f the naddos need 

any a d d itio n a l in s t ru c t io n s  £t>si anybody's su p e rio r to  him o r i t s  

up to  the Captain who was aboard to  take action?

ADMIRAL MACS: No, under what he was doing a t the

 tim e , he f e l t ,  I  th in k ,  he had s u f f ic ie n t  in s t ru c t io n s .

O
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FBESS: H is  ru le  o f engageaeot covered whatever needed 

to  be covered?

ADMIRAL HACK: Yes.

PRESS: Was the Maddos flj^ in g  i t s  c o lo rs?

ADMIRAL MACK: I  d o n 't kno^, but my guess \sould be jres' 

they alvsays do, in  those w a te rs. I  can*t confirm  i t  but the custcs 

i s  to  do i t  anywhere th a t you*re in  where you m ight be confused 

w ith  anybody e ls e .

PRESS: Could you t e l l  us what happened between 1:30

and 3:40?

ADUIRAL MACK: Only in  a general way, C h a rlie . They 

were p a t ro l l in g .  They were going in to  a you ta lk  about the hours 

O  of a ttack?

PRESS: ye s.

AIKIIRAL MACK: W e l l ,

PHESS:* They*d be the  2 hours and 20 m inutes gap in  

your chronology, befoi^6' the a tta c k .

ADHIBAL 2SACK: I  d o n 't have the

PRESS: Be fo re  the a tta c k  but a f te r  the I  th in k  a t 

1 :30  the P Ts were a t ,  w h a t's  he describe as extreme range but 

a t 3 :4 0  you were brought under a tta c k , V

ADMIRAL HACK: The PTS were c ite d  a t one time here  

( in d ic a t in g ) . I  c a n 't t e l l  you what the liaddox was doing, whether 

she went up t h i s  way and came back or whether she went down t h is  

way and went up ( in d ic a t in g ) , but a t one tim e they were PTs seen

7
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here ( in d lc a tlD g ) , Whether they were the saxse PTa th a t attacked 

here or no t i s  not known. B u t a l l  th a t i s  known i s  th a t the P T s  

th a t d id  a tta c k  came from  t h i s  general d ire c t io n . They could have 

ccxne up here and then dcKvn, o r they n ig h t have cc8&e fro s i soae 

other a rea. I t  i s  not known what happened.

PRESS: They could have done a l l  th a t a f te r  you 

f i r s t  saw theza, a f te r  one (in a u d ib le )?

ADMIRAL UACE: T h a t *8 r ig h t .  40 m ile s of the (inaudible
I

2 0  knots o r so  th a t 's  2  h o u rs ,

PRESS: Between the d uring  those two hours I  take 

i t  the only e U rve illa n o e  o f those two P T boats was by the radar 

o f the Maddocs, i s  th a t c o rrec t?

3  Am ilRAL MACK: Yes.

PRESS: There  was no a i r c r a f t  s e t  out from  the 

Ticondaronda (?) to  le t  you know

ADMIRAL MACK: T h a t 's  o o rre o t. There  was no in d ic a tio n  

a t th a t tim e th a t they would take any h o s t i le  a c tio n .

PRESS: W here 's the  Ticonderonda? 

a d m ir a l  MACE: A t p resent? I  can’ t  t e l l  you th a t,  

except th a t i f  you ru n  back the 30 m inutes o r so  th a t i t  took the
#

8

O

a ir c r a f t  to  get th e re  i t  must be somewhere (in a u d ib le > n o i8 e ) . I

\c a n 't  \
i

PBESS: W e ll,  I  was t ry in g  to would she be in  the
¥
G u lf o r would she be out ( in a u d ib le )?

ADMIRAL MACK: W e ll,  I  c a n 't t e l l  you th a t .  I  was
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i f  I  was sk ip p e r o f the TicoiideroDda, I*d  be somewhore around in  

here ( Ic d ic a tin g ) ,

PSESS: You’d be below the 17th  p a ra lle l?

ADMIRAL liiACK: Not J u s t  because (Ix iaudib lo) because 

Z*d have to  be where you*d go to  Xa o s ;  i f  you go aay fa s te r  then

(in a u d ib le ) .
'i;
PRESS: I  see,

I
ADMIRAL MACK: And i f  you were in  a poEition to  make 

( in a u d ib le )- -

PRESS: Under the orders th a t have been issued non, 

had t h is  a tta c k  not occurred, what would have been the orders?

AEQIIBAL MACK: A l l  I  know about i t ,  i s  th a t to  d e stro y  

O  would be presented me w ith  the same (in a u d ib le ) azid on ly  the

a tta c k  would have been scorched and the P T  boats destroyed,

PRESS: In  b r ie f  i s  th a t the o n ly  change in  o rd e rs?
t

a d m ir a l  MACK: No, I  would pre jud ice the (Commanding 

o f f ic e r  by i f  I  were to  say what he would do now and what he d id  

then because we d o n 't know e xa c tly  what he d id  and other th in g s  

;  we don*t kn09, such as the a i r c r a f t  ( in a u d ib le ) when t h i s  a l l

s ta r te d ; they got up there and i t  took 30 m inutes to  get the re  

and stayed as long as th e ir  ga so line  woxld perm it them to  go, 

they had a d d it io n a l round s, but i t  was in  doubt i f  ( in a u d ib le )  

use i t .  B u t the p resent ru le s  th a t th e re  be a (iziaud ib le) over 

the s h ip , th e re fo re  the a i r c r a f t  would have tim e to  make a tta c k s. 

We d o n ’ t  hncsj eac&ctly what the HaddoK d id , a t th a t t im e . A l l

O
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we p re tty  woXl know from  reading in s t ru o t lo c s  l3  you know what 

she would do In  the fu tu re .  Bu t we d o n 't know what she d id  

Fs tsss : Did the Maddo:c« as I  understand i t^  detach 

iram  any o f the group eo fa r  ( in a u d ib le )?

ADMntAL MACS: No» she*s p a rt o f the 7 th  F le e t ,  

n iE S S : S h e 's  p a rt o f the 7 th  F le e t but she*s not 

p a rt of any group or ta sk  fo rc e  or soaething^ i s  sh e , such as  

AD:i IIIA L  I£ACK: A t the  moment she was not n e c e ssa rily  

p a rt o f the Ticoxxieronda grap. The Ticonderonda i s  a c a r r ie r  

( in a u d ib le n o ise s) p a tro l.

P2ESS: A t the tiiae o f the a tta c k  Id  id  the captain  

of the Maddox have orders issued to  k i l l  i f  he were attacked the  

way presumably he would have today?

ADMIRAL J2ACK: W e ll,  i t  dependsvuponctahethers’ the  

a tta c k  i s  pr&Ssed; Ha c e r ta in ly  would have a r ig h t  under the 

old in s t ru c t io n s  to  defend h isa se lf inc lud ing  doicgg anything you 

w ant, inc lud ing  s in k in g  o f P Ts  and so  fo r t h ,

PRESS: ( in a u d ib le ) tu rn  and ru n .

A m iR A L MACS: We would not in te rp re t  ho was tu rn in g  

and runn ing  when he d id  what he d id . Se was headed so u th  anyway

and one of the defense he has in  a F T  a tta c k  i s  to  got as xauch
■ 1

spaed as you can so  she can loaceuver and th e re 's  only one place 

you could head and except to  head toward N orth  Viet naxu. <'

PRESS: He had th ree  c rip p le d  P T  boats a l l  th re e  o f 

presua have been h i t  according to  the re p o r ts .  The q u e stio n  i s

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

—


—


— 

— 

-


—




o

Vi

r  . ^  n

why d id n ’ t  he go a f te r  them and d e stro y  them?

ADMIRAL MACK: We don’ t  knc^ th a t*  We do kno^ th a t  

the f i r s t  two Whdch.?attacked then tu rned  o f f  aw3 went n o rth . They 

s t i l l  had p re tty  good speed and the t h i r J  one kept a f te r  thea and 

he had to  keep on evading th a t and he d id  then he l e f t  t h i s  one 

dead in  the w a te r, Ko? why he d id n 't  coiae back and d e stro y  

t h i s  one wo don’ t  know th a t .  B u t we do know th a t a f te r  t h is  hap

pened he d id  then send the fovur a i r c r a f t  to  make a tta cks on a l l  

th ree  o f these P T s ,  and the reason they l e f t  was not because 

they w ere i^ 't pursu ing  but because they d id n 't  have enough gasoline  

to  s ta y  on. . - *-7

PSESS: W e ll,  would you say th a t under the p r io r  

O  orders he would be e n t it le d  to  go back and s in k  t h is  sh ip ?  Ob

v io u s ly  th d sA is  what i s  now suggested now, b u t w i l l  you

A ISIIRA L ZJACS: Xjook, I  c a n 't answer th a t one, yo u 're  

g e ttin g  in to  p o lic y  which i s  not ay area.

PRESS* W e ll,  th a t ^d«madtble) but under o rd in a ry  

circuiastances i f  a Naval v e sse l I s  attacked I  always assumed th a t  

they could re tx irn  f i r e  and s in k  the agg resso r, I  thought th a t  

was J u s t  a s o r t  o f normal order o f procedure.

ADMIRAL HACK: I  th in k  i t  would be tru e  ^ack i f  you 

could do i t  w ith o u t tu rn in g  around and chasing him c le a r up the 

coast to  N orth  Vietnamese w a te rs , •

PRESS: W e ll,  a l l  r ig h t ,  now th a t b rin g s another ques  

t io a : what about t h i s  p rin c ip H  o f h o t p u rs u it .  I s  th a t a normal

O
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p rin c ip le  o r i s  th a t you have to  get sp e o ific  in s t ru c t io i f }

on?

AZ2M1EAL MACE: W e ll,  hot p u rs u it  i s  p a rt o f in te r

n a tio n a l l&vi. You can’ t  do anything about ho t piu’s u i t  as fa r  

as the (in a u d ib le ) i s  hon f a r  you do i t ?  You go in to  t e r r i t o r i a l  

Mjaters or don’ t  you?

PRESS: B u t here th e jsv a s no q ue stio n  o f t e r r i t o r i a l

'c a te rs ,

A m iR A L MACK: No,

PRESS: I t  vas a l l  in te rn a t io n a l w a te rs ,

ADlLllB^ MACK: T h a t 's  r ig h t  so the la rin c ip le  was not 

involved here since they d id n 't  go in to  t e r r i t o r i a l  w a te rs . The 

reason Z*i& being evasive in  a way i s  because we d o n 't know exa ctly  

hm fa r  these PTs were one in d ic a tio n  was they were 10 m ile s  

n o rth  o f the Maddocs when the a i r c r a f t  s ta rte d  the  a tta c k  and kept 

on going a t 40-some-odd kno ts even though they had been h i t .  The 

Maddox on ly  loakes ro ug h ly  3 0 , so  igiaybe he f ig iire d  the re  was no 

p o in t in  chasing them when he c o u ld n 't catch them. W e're guessing  

a t what was in  h is  aind and what he d id ; we d o n 't even know what 

he d id  a fte rw a rd s . We c o u ld n 't get in  touch w ith  his>,

FSIESS: T h e re 's  no plans to  b rin g  him back u n t i l  h is
• \

to u r i s  completed out th e re , i s  th a t r ig h t?  ,

ADMIRAL MACK: Z th in k  th a t 's  c o rre c t. H e 's  going 

to  do what h e 's  s e t  to  do and not leave J u s t  becatise w h a t's  happened 

to  him>

12
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PRESS: Ecw o fte n  do the—hem long are these p a tro ls  

norm a lly , what length of time?

ADMIRAL MACK: W e ll,  th e y 're  ir re g u la r  and I  wouldn’ t  

want to  say how long they are because th is  would d e stro y  the 

b u ssln e ss of toa in ta in ing  th e ir  i r r e g u la r i t y ,  b u t •

PRESS: 1 see.

ADiHlRAL MACK: you can see p re tty  w e ll to  go up in to  

the G u lf ve ry  fa r  i t  would take 4 or 5 days to  go up as fa s t  and 

" jiCEj many t io e s  a month t h i s  i s  done would va ry  so  the re  w ouldn*t 

be re g u la r ity  to  i t .

PRESS: Bu t you re g u la r ly  detach a d e stro y e r to  go 

up in to  the G u lf ,  look around and come back and then you send 

another one up the re  to  look around »

ADMIBAL 1 5 A C K : Some of the tim e .

PRESS: you keep on doing t h i s

ADiUIRAL HACK: Kot s u c c e s s fu lly , no, Jack. You 

might send one up a i^  not fo r  some tim e ; i t  depends on whether 

you th in k  th e re  i s  something to  look f o r ,

PRESS: They don f t  alwajrs tove a p a tro l

ADLIIRAL I^C K: Not ( in a u d ib le ) a l l  the tim e , no»

PRESS: T[as i t  the in te n tio n  o f yeste rday’s  chronology
V

to  say th a t the liaddoK i s  l l i t e r a l l y  tock in  the G u lf?
M

A W L I R A h  MACK: Tha t was not the in te n t but. she i s  

in  the G u lf and never l e f t .  T h is  w a sn 't put in  th e r^ .

V  PRESS: Kow, i f  she never l e f t  could you t e l l  us \
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\9here the Joy \sas th a t ^well she ^sas ( im u d ib le )  on the ii3Ci4eQt; 

they seemed to  have linked  up p re tty  <|ulckly. She •

AI3^IRAL MACK: She xsas roug h ly  100 m ile s or soffiething  

of t h is  s o r t ,  I  d o n 't know e x a c tly , I  could £ind o u t, but the  

pcxsitions were kind of a d istance o f 100 n i le s  or aore outside  

the G u lf .

PRESS: They Joined up the day o f the a tta c k , d id n 't

they?

AmLJRAh MACE; Maybe the next day, C h a rlie s  X d o n 't

e xa c tly  knoer. T h is  happened a t 4 o 'c lock and i t  was over about 5 .

Whether they go there  w ith in  tho next 7 hours X d o n 't know, but

i t  would have been p o ssib le  i f  they wanted to  but I  d o n 't know.

FS E SS : Whe£<§ would you say the G u lf l^gandahdeended

a t t h i s  ( in a u d ib le ) bottoiacorner o f th a t taap o f Eanaa c ro ss ( in
ADMIRA L MACK;/

a ud ib le ) o r the  G u lf ( in a u d ib le )/a t the c lo se s t p o in t he re , t h is  

p o in t on the G u lf?

m E S S 4 L  A d m ira l, can you t e l l  us whether the C o n ste l  

la t io n  l e f t  Hong Kong today?

ADMIRAL MACK: Ko, not e xa c tly . She l e f t  a l i t t l e  

e a rly  fo r  operations? to  sea,

PRESS: A l i t t l e  e a rly

PRESS: Did i t  have any connection w ith  the th re e  

motor torpedo boats?

AI3M1BAL MACK: I  c a n 't say th a t C h a rlie «  She le f t  

fo r  opera tions a t sea and Hong Song i s  not too  fa r  away.

14
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FEESS : Wbat*s the speed o f the Joy compared to

SiaddoK?

)
AI2S1IRAL U&CK: About 2 k n o ts .

PSl£SS: 2 k n o ts ,

SECBETART I>SSN£8TS0H: We have the announcement on

 the Te c hn ic a l In fo rio a tlo n  being e sta b lish e d . We have w ith  us 

t l r ,  W a lte r C a rlso n , D ire c to r  of Tec hn ic a l In fo rm a tio n  ( in a u d ib le ),
«

UR, CAR150N: The only cozoment I  care to  i&ake i s  

th a t vhen «e  s e t up t h i s  program Se c re ta ry  G ilp a tr ic  s e t  i t  up 

about a year and a h a lf  ago, «e  had to  e s ta b lis h  some p r io r i t ie s  

as to  ^9hat isant to  work on, and 'ohat» you know we went f i r s t  

a f te r  the problem o f the Armed Se rv ic e s Techn ica l In fo rm a tio n  

") Agency and converted i t  in to  Defense Documentation C enter, We*ve

had—VQ knew a t th a t tim e th a t we had to  do something more about 

in fo rm a tio n  contained in  the documents as w e ll as J u s t  to  get a 

good document handling system , and do i t  on a DOD-wide b a s is .

W e're  committed to  a p o lic y  o f d e c e n tra liz e d ia c tiv ity ,  

and have made and in tend  to  make only the exception o f the  Defense 

. Documentation Center and only re a l ly  c e n tra l operation in  the

Department. T h is  in s t ru c t io n  c a rr ie s  through our fu r th e r  convic  

t io n  th a t we can and can p ro f ita b ly  organize te c h n ic a l,e f f o r t
I

aimed a t ea:traoting the u s e fu l in fo rm a tio n  from  documents and 

making i t  a va ila b le  to  our v a rio u s s c ie n t is t s  and engineers and 

th e ir  su p e rv is io n  throughout the Defense community,
\  • T; •.

*• .*

'■ Th e re *s  a ra th e r im portant d is t in c t io n  here between \
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C '  o  O  1 6 - ^

J u s t handling dociunents and a lso  handling  the meaning o r the 

u s e fu l in fo rio a tio n  in th e  documents« the  d is t in c t io n  being zaainly 

th a t to  handle the in fo rm a tio n  you need people ŝho are te c h n ic a lly  

q u a lif ie d  to  understand t h i s , s i f t  i t ,  screen i t ,  evaluate i t ,  

analyze i t ,  and pass i t  on to  o ther people. H i i s  i s  not an easy 

Job,

V/e*ve had to  face some competing a lte rn a t iv e s ,  or 

competing emotions I  m ight sa y. I t  sounds l ik e  a ve ry  f in e  idea 

and the P re s id e n t ^ciiencebAdyisory Committee made a ve ry  s tro n g  

p o in t of i t ,  but a lso  g e ttin g  on top o f and managing t h i s  s o r t

of a th in g  ro Q u ire s extrem ely c lose  cooperation o f a largo segoont
• f  ■

o f our te c h n ic a l p o p u la tio n , people 'nho are engaged in  normal 

research and development V7ork, ta k ing  time cut to  do t h i s  kind  

of an in fo rm a tio n  fu n c tio n . The 22 th a t we have c e r t i f ie d  th a t 

are a lready in  operation look to  us as though they have committed 

themselves in  s u f f ic ie n t  depth, te c h n ic a lly  e m o tiona lly  to  

perform t h i s  s o r t  o f a D0D «i4e fu n c tio n . We got a lo t  o f o th e rs  

th a t are in  existence today th a t we*re not q u ite  so  su re  o f and 

of course , I  expect t h i s  in s t ru c t io n  w i l l  cause q u ite  a flo w  of 

re q u e sts to  D D I^  fo r  t h i s  e sta b lishm ent o f some o the rs X know,

8 o r 10 a lready being s ta ffe d  in  the varioxis m i l i ta r y  departments 

looking toward being e sta b lish e d  under the p ro v is io n s  o f th is  

in s tru c tio n ^  \ '

P R IS S : (Ina ud ib le  q u e stio n )

K B .C A R I50N ; 'Yes..^
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FSESS : 8 or 10 In  a l l  DOD resources?

UH. CARI^ON: No, There are some being considered in  

research in s t i t u t e s ,  one o r two th a t I  know of in  u n iv e r s i t ie s ,  

and about 4 or 5 a t DOD la b o ra to rie s .

PRESS: (Ina ud ib le  q u e stio n )

MR. CABIiSON: They*re  l is te d  here on the back. I  

would guess I  haven 't made an a n a ly s is .  You can id e n t i fy  whether 

th e y ’ re  a t  a Government in s ta l la t io n  o r a u n iv e r s ity  or a research  

in s t i t u t e .  As a c a tte r  o f fa c t ,  I  th in k  y o u ' l l  f in d  two o f them 

in  here th a t a re , th a t  n ig h t be considered a t th ree  of theo  

th a t m ight be considered as In d u s t r ia l  o r operations ru n  fo r  p r o f i t ,
■

The one a t Hughes and the one a t S e l f  or ( ? ) .  So w e 're  not exclud

ing the in d u s t r ia l  s i t e s  e ith e r .

^  PKESS: (Ina ud ib le  q ue stio n )

MR. CARLSON: W e ll,  the t o t a l  o f the 22 are budgeted 

in  f i s c a l  65 a t $7 1/4  m il l io n  d o lla rs  and the 11 more th a t e x is t  

th a t we h a ve n 't r e a l ly  made up our mind on c e r t i fy in g  y e t, whether 

to  do i t  o r n o t, i s  represented by another $3 m i l l io n .  And my 

guess i s  th a t the  8 o r 10 th a t I  know o f  being in  process w i l l  

re p re se n t something in  the range o f $4 to  $5 m i l l io n ,  in  a d d itio n  

to t h i s  w i l l  g ive you S(^e idea o f the  ̂ sca le of a c t iv i t y .  In  the  

DOD scheme of th in g s  t h i s  i s  p re tty  sm a ll money, but le t  me assure  

you t h i s  re p re se n ts  man hours of te c hn ic a l people engaged in  noth

ing but in fo rm a tio n  e x tra c tio n  and a n a ly s is  operation and i t  b e tte r  

be good people or these th in g s  d o n 't work. So these are h ig h

L  ^  17
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Class personnel requjxomQats,

FSESS : (Ina ud ib le  q ue stio n )

22R. C&RISON: A l l  the people th a t are doing the In

fo rm a tion  a n a ly s is  are p ro fe ss io n a l people» and i f  I  had my way 

t h e y ' l l  be p ro fe ss io n a ls  in  the f ie ld  o f the center as opposed to  

being in fO Tfia tio n  s p e c ia l is t s  o r something lik e  th a t,

PKESS: These 8 or 10 th a t you*re ta lk in g  about are  

the new breed of ( in a u d ib le ) , th e y 're  d i f fe re n t  than these 22 

e x is t in g  it

m ,  CARl^ON: On d i f fe re n t  su b je c ts . Fo r example, you 

tiron 't f in d  anything on (In a u d ib le ) in  he re ; th e y 're  are sossie people 

p u ttin g  one to g e th e r. You v io n 't f in d  anything on ccsaxaand and 

c o n tro l.  People are looking in to  f ie ld s  l ik e  th a t .

PEESS: B u t you saade a d is t in c t io n  in  here between 

the cente rs 'which handle documents which weua the e x is t in g  ones 

d e sire d
1

t!!B, CABX^ON: No, These 22 Ij^ te d  here are in fo rm atilon  

a n a ly s is  c e n te rs , according to  t h i s  d e f in i t io n .  And are q u ite  

d if fe r e n t  fro a  the defense documentation center o r some of our 

l ib r a r ie s  o r o rg a n iza tio n s l ik e  th a t which s im p ly  are document 

d e p o s ito r ie s .

PRESS: And in  the second paragraph here where you 

say th a t the fu n c tio n s  are p r im a rily  concerned w ith  the handling  

of documents, yo u 're  not re fe r r in g  to  the cente rs there  l is te d ?

MR, CABl^ON: The ones th a t are l is te d  are those
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d i.i:tlng u lshe d  from  the docvuseot c e n te rs .

PR£SS: I  see,

ISRt CARZ£!ON: W e're not s ta r t in g  t h i s  thbg froza ecratoh* 

?/e got a going o p e ra tio n , *nie o ld e st o f th e se , X guess, has been
 V

in  operation fo r  about 8 o r 9 ye a rs. What «e *re  going to  do i s  

f in d  out w hat’s  good about thea and get th a t w r it te n  in to  a broad 

p o lic y  statem ent through the whole Departxaent.

, PRESS; Hcr7 does t h i s  coiapare w ith  NASA's tec hn ic a l 

in fo rm a tio n  d isse m in a tio n  program?

19

tSR, CABX^OK: NASA has a document center which i s  

ru n  by Documentation, Inc . fo r  them and th a t re la te s  to  our to  

DDC. Those two are coDEarable. NASA does not have any in fo rzoa tion  

a n a ljrs is  c e n te rs f o r of t h is  n a tu re , fo r  th e ir  can poople. NASA 

has been generating  a t Indiana U n iv e rs ity ,  and more re c e n tly  a t 

Wayne S ta te  in  the fu tu re  a t some o the r p laces, some in fo rm a tio n  

and a c t iv i t ie s  addressed to  the  lo c a l in d u s try .

And th^d: i s  q u ite  d iffe V e 'n t‘ "from what w e 're  doing here . 

H lE S S : Is  the re  any reason why NASA sh o u ld n 't use 

' these cente rs?

1S3. CABISON: No, th e re 's  no reason why they sh o u ld n 't

C h a rle s , the and indeed NASA even has money i s ,  I  b e lie ve , two
.

o f the 22 . We expect th a t once these th ingis are s e t  up and 

operated e f fe c t iv e ly  on a DOIMvide b a s is ,  we see no reason to  have 

the  same su b je c t e f f o r t  being duplicated in  some other Government 

agency. I f  they have a need fo r  i t ,  t h e y ' l l  have access to  i t .
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FeESS: So i t * s  so th a t once th e y ’ve ta lked  i t  over, 

th a t KASA Q i l l  p a rtic ip a te  to  the ex te n t th a t in te re s te d  in  those  

sub je c t areas?

MH, CAHU30N: Indeed, and ve have d isc u ss io n s  under 

way w ith  KASA on new su b je c t areas as a ina tte r o£ fa c t ,

PSIESS: I  d o n 't  understand how personnel w i l l  be able  

to  get answers to  sp e c ific  te c hn ic a l q u e stio n s . Do you have a , 

cente r whose jo b  i t  i s  to  search the l i te r a tu re  and to  know ho» to  

get i t ?  I s  th a t the idea?

ISB. CARISQN; They w i l l  do xaore than th a t .  They w i l l  

have done they w i l l  have read i t  and they w i l l  s e t  aside the 

new in fo ria a tio n  or the good in fo rm a tio n j they* 11 have th e ir  own 

opinion as to  the value o f a new re p o rt o r a new research b ind ing  

and you can l i t e r a l l y  c a l l  the man th a t 's  done t h i s  and i f  neces

sa ry , get over the phone h is  e va lua tio n  o f the la te s t  work in  the  

f ie ld .  He can do i t  out o f h is  head or by re fe r r in g  to  some 

cards on which he has Jo tte d  domn notes o r what have you.

K IE S S : Thank you.

(Whereupon, a t 1233 hours the conference was 

concluded.)

20
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MEWS RELEASE
OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS)

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D.C.  - 2 0 3 0 1
J4TES 0« >>

FOR THE PRESS August 3, 1964 NO. 566-61v ^  
Oxford 75131 ( in fo ) f  C> 

Oxford 73189 (Copies) -----

The fo llow ing Ig  a chronology o f the incident concerning the USS MADDOX
(DD-731), on August 2, 19614-:

(A ll times axe Eastern D a y li^ t  Time)

11;00 P.M ., August 1;

MADDOX reported ohserving an es-timated 75 junks neax her assigned p a tro l area 
o f f  the North V ie t Nam coast. She reported changing her course in  order to  
avoid the Junk concentration and indicated th a t there was no evidence o f any 
h o s t i l i t y .

1;30 A.M«> August 2 ;

MADDOX reported tha t three torpedo boats were on a southerly course heading 
toward the ship at extreme range (over 10 m ile s) . The MADDOX at th is  point 
was about 30 m iles from the coast.

3:40 A.M., August 2 ;

MADDOX reported she was being approached by the h i ^  speed (estimated to  50 
knots) c ra ft whose apparent in te n tio n  was to  conduct a torpedo attack and tha t 
she intended to  open f i r e  in  self-defense i f  necessary.

4:08 A.M., August 2 ;

MADDOX reported she was being attacked by the three FT c ra ft.  She opened f i r e  
w ith  her five -inc h  battery a fte r three warning shots fa ile d  to  slow down the 
a ttackers.

4;06 A.M., August 2 ;

The P T 's  continued th e ir  closing maneuvers and two o f the P T 's  closed to  5^000 
yards, each f i r in g  one torpedo. The MADDOX changed course in  an evasive move 
and the two torpedoes passed close aboaxd on the starboard side (lOO to  200 yards)

USS TICOHDEROGA (CVA-l4) advised she was sending fo u r already airborne F-8E ' s 
(CJROSADERS) w ith  rockets and 20 mm. anniunition to  provide a ir  cover fo r  MADDOX. 
The p ilo ts  were in struc te d  not to  f i r e  unless MADDOX o r the a irc ra ft  were 
f ire d  upon.
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k:21 A.M., Augast 2 ;

The th ird  F T  moved up to  the beam o f the MADDOX and received a d irec t h i t  "by a 
five -in c h  round, and at the same time dropped a torpedo in to  the water which 
was not seen to  iTia . Machine gun f i r e  from the P T 's  was directed at the MADDOX. 
However, there was no damage o r in ju ry  to  personnel. The MADDOX continued 
in  a southerly d irec tion to  jo in  w ith  th e C. TURHER JOY (DD-951) as TICOHDEROGA 
a irc ra ft  commenced attacking the F T ’ s .  ZUNI rocket rtms and 20 mm s tra fin g  
attacks were directed against two o f the P T 's  and they were damaged. The th ird  
PT remained dead in  the water a fte r the d ire c t h i t  hy the MADDOX. At l<-:29 A.M., 
the a irc ra ft  broke o f f  the engagement and escorted the MADDOX towards South 
V ie t Ifan waters.

- 2 -

The C. TORHER JOY has Joined w ith  the MADDOX and they are continuing 
p a tro ls  in  the area in  in te rn a tio n a l waters. A irc ra ft  from the TICONDEROGA 

provldlttg pr5teQtiTe coyerage.

END
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MADDOX ;:n c id en t U  ? • ’ ^  ,
. V M 5‘ ■". V ■ . \ ^

' - ■ r /

Augoat 2^

’ TES FQLLOWZKO WAS RELEASED BX OIMCFAO a t  2 0 1 $  EDX todays

/ •' - f ' ' •' ' '  ' ■ ■ .  ̂ ‘

V ■ "■ j io 

'  !y'<- ■

V.

V'.*

; ' U h i l*  m  rotttlxM p i t ^  In  In te rn a tio n a l vatora a t 02080^ OCX 

(1608 Xooal tljQo) t  th «  0* )• iileatroy«r KADDQX undenrent an imprcnroked 

attack by VtatQ FX-t^p boats In  Xatituda 19-JiO Nortb| longltudo ’ 

106*3il( Saat| in  tha Tonkin Qulf*
'•s t

;  v r^ . Tbo attacking boat I launchod throa torpedc^o and used 37
•j . •s .; I sdlixoeter gonfira* tha KADX>X answered v i th  flve^inoh gunfire* S h o rtly  

tha ra a fte r fo u r 7-8 (QrudaSer) a irc ra f t  fro n  t ^  USS TICONDBEOQA. Joined

. ̂  in  tha dafenso o f  MADDQK« xeing ZUNI rockats and Z) n il la e to r  a tra fin g
‘V ' ■■ •• ' r  ' ' .. K

; ^  ̂ attacks* Xha P t  boats nora driven o f f ,  vith<ona soon to b®"badly damaged

and no t tm ix ^  and tha o th ir  two dsxaaged and ro tre a tin g  aio>vdy« 

. So onsua lties o r, laoaga wura sustained MADDOX o r tl:^  c iirc ra ft*

. < v  \   ,

a p - v  , , v . . v . , |  ^  ,  .....  .,  o  -  „ t  .  . .

r  • i ’ QUERY; Was the Maddox a FRAU conversion. Answer: No ' "

: Qu er y Wh er e i s  the s i te .  Answer: About 80 o f Hanoi and 30 m iles 
; H ' o f coast o f North Vietiam. •

 ̂\ i « • • . • • • ’
»Mr.‘ i  ' Query:' NOK and addresses o f O'Gier and Herrick
. - r  ^  Le ila  C. O 'Giar, 3108 Ocana Ave. Long i^each, C a lif .

- (1  d iughter, 2. sons)
<' ' v: parents:.(no f i r s t  name available) 1517 Bay S t .  N .E . S t .  Petersburg F la .. i'V

'■■■I. w ife : Geraldine M. H errick 12602 Lamplighter St . ,  Garden Grove, C a lif .
Y mother: M r s . - L i l l ia n  M. Herrick 3400 E l l i o t  Ave.,So,^ Minneapolis, Minn,

i' ;r'.

u n ^  v v A A  • a a v A  ^  w *  ^

Capt. John J . ' H e rrick , Cojo^nder, Destroyer d iv is io n

I

Gdr. Herbert. L .  C 'G ier, Destroyer Commander
!)mir

Query: i '  H io to s’available, o f Maddox, .OGier, and Herrick? Yes, at ..I^oto Branch 

! (; I  t ■ Query:- Bioga available?/. Not today (Sunday). W i l l  t r y  tomorrow.  ̂  ̂ ‘ .

r:;' * 'i.  ̂ C V ' ■*
' 'V:'\V. — ■' , i   ̂ ■ ■
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